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MUSIC  AND  MADNESS 

IN  MICHIGAN  CHRIS  BEARCHELL 

REPORTS  ON  LEA  VING  HER  HEART  IN  HESPERIA 


YESrTHISIS 
A  ZUCCHINI. 

AND  NO,  ITS  NOT  A  DILDO,  BUT... 
GERALD  HANNON INVESTIGA  TES 
THE  EROTIC  POTENTIAL —AND 
POSSIBLE  DANGERS — OF  EVERY- 
THING FROM  VEGGIES  TO  VI BRA  TORS 
IN  A  SPECIAL  FEATUREONSEX  TOYS. 

CRUISING 

BILLY  FRIEDKIN'S  NEW  MOVIE  HAS 
A  BUDGET0F$17MILU0N,  CAROLE  POPE, 
AND  A  STRING  OF  BUTCHERED  GAY  CORPSES 
A  REPORTON  THE  BATTLE  TO  STOP  THE  FUCK. 


FILMFEST 

"OURIMAGE"GOESTOTHE  MOVIES  AND 
FINDS  POETS,  PRETTY  BOYS,  FEMINISTS 
AND  FUNNY  NUNS.  A  LOOK  AT  THETORONTO 
AND  MONTREAL  FILM  FESTIVALS 


JANE  RULE  ON  THE  SEX  WAR... 
FIREWEED  MEETS  FIRE  ISLAND.. 
AND  HEDGING  BETS  ON  HETS 


this  is  a  eommon 
hmij  house 
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That's  right.  You  could  be  charged  with  keeping  a  "common 
bawdy  house"  in  your  own  home. 

A  common  bawdy  house  is  "a  place  that  is  kept  or  occupied  or 
resorted  to  by  one  or  more  persons  for  the  purpose  of  prostitution  or  the 
practice  of  acts  of  indecency"  (Criminal  Code,  Section  179). 

There  is  no  definition  of  "acts  of  indecency"  in  the  law.  This  pro- 
vision of  the  Criminal  Code  is  so  vague  that  Toronto  police  and  the  On- 
tario Attorney-General's  Office  feel  free  to  use  it  against  gay  steambaths 
and,  even  more  fighteningly,  against  gay  people's  homes,  in  an  effort 
to  circumvent  the  1969  Criminal  Code  Amendments  that  decriminalized 
gay  sex  between  consenting  adults. 

Last  December,  the  police  raided  the  Barracks  steambath  in  Toronto. 
They  charged  five  men  as  keepers  and  23  men  as  found-ins  in  a  com- 
mon bawdy  house.  No  one  was  charged  with  any  offence  related  to 
prostitution  or  with  any  sexual  offences  such  as  "gross  indecency"  or 
"indecent  act  in  a  public  place." 

In  June,  a  respected  member  of  Toronto's  gay  community,  a  teacher, 
was  charged  with  keeping  a  common  bawdy  house  in  his  own  home. 
The  facts,  as  reported  in  The  Body  Pontic's  July  issue  are  frightening: 
The  home  was  his  private  residence. 
There  was  no  question  of  prostitution. 
There  was  no  question  of  the  involvement  of  minors. 


It  was  simply  his  house,  his  home  —  and  from  time  to  time 
other  men  came  to  that  home  to  have  sex  with  him.  Very  much, 
in  fact,  like  most  urban  gay  men. 

And  now,  just  before  the  Barracks  case  comes  to  trial,  the  police 
have  escalated  their  attack  on  our  community  by  raiding  another  steam- 
bath  —  Toronto's  Hot  Tub  Club. 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  was  formed  to  defend  those  charged 
in  the  Barracks  raid;  when  the  gay  teacher's  home  was  raided,  we 
undertook  his  defence  as  well.  At  a  special  October  meeting  of  the  Right 
to  Privacy  Committee,  the  community  voted  unanimously  to  take  on  the 
defence  of  eight  employees  of  the  Hot  Tub  Club  who  were  charged  as 
"keepers"  of  a  common  bawdy  house,  and  14  men  charged  as 
"found-ins." 

All  these  cases  cost  money.  With  the  new  raid, 
we  need  even  more.  And  the  Barracks  case  goes 
to  court  this  month! 

Defend  our  community!  Protect  your  rights  as  a  citizen.  Help  us  defeat 
this  abuse  of  the  bawdy  house  laws  to  limit  your  freedom. 

Make  a  donation.  Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  "Ross  Irwin  in 
trust  for  The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,"  and  mailed  to  Symes  &  Irwin, 
31  Prince  Arthur  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  IVI5R 1B2. 
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"The  liberation  of  homosexuals 

can  only  be  the  work 

of  homosexuals  themselves." 

—  Kurt  Hlller,  1921 — 
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A  landscape  dotted  with  dykes... 29 

Orange  pup  tents  sprouted  up  like  edible  mushrooms  in  a  rainforest.  The  8,000 
dykes  were  everywhere  too  —  and  yet  more  deliciously  edible.  Oh  yes,  it  was 
(almost)  a  woman's  world  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Womyn's  Music  Festival. 
Christine  Bearchell  had  to  suppress  the  urge  to  pinch  herself.  Lavishly 
illustrated. 


SeXp  death,  and  free  enterprise... 23 

"Free  enterprise,"  and  the  power  to  lie  about  us,  may  have  been  the  issue  more 
than  "free  speech."  So  argues  Scott  Tucker  about  the  August  protests  in  New 
York  City  against  the  filming  of  William  Friedkin's  movie.  Cruising.  Have  the 
powerful  no  responsibility  to  the  truth? 


79Washington...17 


Ten  years  after  Stonewall,  scores  of  thousands  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  marched  on  Washington.  It  was  a 
dilly  of  a  demo,  as  Tim  McCaskell  reports. 


On  the  boards  and  the  sihrer  screen... 35 

There  was  lots  for  women  and  gays  to  see  at  the  Toronto  Film  Festival,  says  Alex 
Wilson.  But  we  didn't  do  so  well  at  the  Stratford  Shakesperean  Festival,  says 
Michael  Lynch.  A  new  play  called  Bent  is  drama  we  can  cherish,  however,  and  a  new 
film  from  Spain  does  well  by  gay  male  subjects.  Our  Image  also  interviews  German 
director  Rosa  von  Praunheim. 
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I  asked  for  a  dildo,  you  gave  me  zucchini.. .32 

Sex  toys  are  vibrating  in  the  news  again,  now  that  the  police  are  summoning 
them  to  put  gay  bath  users  in  a  "bad"  public  light.  Why  toys, 
asks  Gerald  Hannon.  What  are  they  for?  And  which, 
for  vegetarian  toyists,  is  the  most  versatile  veggie? 


Cover  photo:  Gerald  Hannon 


Up  front  on  the  new  Back  Page 


Textures  of  our  daily  lives 

"Quandariness."  Frank  O'Hara  coined 
the  word,  we  think,  in  his  great  poem, 
"The  Day  Lady  Died."  He's  at  the  cor- 
ner store,  you  see,  trying  to  select  a 
booky  gift  for  his  dinner  hosts  that  even- 
ing, and  he  finds  himself  overwhelmed 
by  quandariness.  At  that  point,  his  eye 
catches  the  headhne  proclaiming  the 
death  of  Billie  Holiday. 

Peculiar  word,  "quandary."  Look  it 
up  and  you'll  find  that  the  lexicog- 
raphers all  mark  it  "origin  uncertain." 
It's  put  the  professionals,  as  it  were,  in  a 
quandary. 

We've  always  been  impatient  with 
quandariness,  especially  as  it  is  practised 
by  those  we  typecast  as  "well-meaning, 
small!  liberals."  The  kind  who  wring 
their  hands  and  say  "yes,  but  I  don't 
want  my  sister  to  marry  one,"  or  "gays 
should  have  rights  like  everyone  else,  but 


not  in  jobs  dealing  with  children." 

That  is  quandariness  as  an  evasion, 
either  of  deep  thought  or  of  action.  A 
soft  armchair  for  soft  heads  or  legs. 

But  quandariness  can  also  be  a  grap- 
pling, a  genuine  dive  into  complex  issues 
for  which  not  even  a  working  explana- 
tion lies  at  hand.  It  relaxes  the  pressure 
to  present  a  resolution,  but  not  the  pres- 
sure for  intense  debate. 

The  litmus  test  between  Evasion 
Quandariness  and  Grappling  Quandari- 
ness: whether  it  anesthetizes,  or  whether 
it  stimulates  further  thought  and  action. 

Quandariness  is  rampant  in  this  issue. 
Do  the  New  York  protests  against  Cruis- 
ing violate  one's  commitment  to  free 
speech?  Do  feminists  seeking  an  all- 
woman  environment  get  it  best  by  ex- 
cluding male  children?  Are  sex  toys  such 
as  carrots  in  the  same  category  as  sex 


toys  such  as  whips?  Do  we  have  to  have 
a  flnal  understanding  of  gay  S&M  in 
order  to  support  an  institution  like  The 
Barracks,  or  people  arrested  there?  Do 
straight  men  have  any  part  to  play  in  gay 
liberation? 

Theory  alone  provides  neat  answers, 
and  we  don't  want  an  end  to  theory.  But 
we  don't  want  theory  alone.  We  want,  in 
the  increasing  complexity  of  the  gay  and 
feminist  communities,  analysis  that 
deals  with  and  bears  on  the  texture  of 
our  daily  lives. 

Look  inside  the  back  cover  and  you'll 
find  a  new  section.  We  call  it  "The  Back 
Page."  It's  meant  for  a  variety  of  pieces 
that  grapple  with  quandariness,  not  as 
an  evasion  but  as  action.  This  first  one 
deals  with  the  pleasures  one  gay  man 
took  in  two  different  parties  this  past 
summer. 

For  the  theorist,  his  pleasure  might  be 
easily  judged  as  schizophrenic  or  self- 
contradictory.  Case  dismissed. 

But  for  the  boys,  or  women,  in  The 
Back  Page  (if  you'll  pardon  us,  Ms  Diet 
rich),  quandariness  beats  in  our  blood. I  ] 
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kn  west 


Imagine  yourself  in  a  room. ..awakening  from  the  quieter  charm  of  the 
turn  of  the  century.  Scott  and  Zelda  just  walked  into  the  room. ..you 
can  almost  taste  the  anticipation. 

You're  at  The  Banyan  in  the  heart  of  downtown  Key  West.  Continental 
elegance  combines  with  Caribbean  charm. ..You  know  you'll  return. 
The  thoughtful,  personal  attention,  hotel  services,  and  privacy  are 
available  at  prices  that  make  you  relax. 


CBC  ad:  breach  of  solidarity 


Call  your  host,  Peter  llchuk.  first.    I'  The  Banyan  can't  accommodate  you,  we'll  find  a  place  ttiat  can. 


323  Whitehead  Street 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

phone  (305)294-7054 


NOW  IN  PAPERBACK! 

Romance  danced 
to  the  disco  beat 

Sutherland  and  Malone 
danced  the  high  wire  of 


drugs,  dreams,  desires 
and  disasters.  Each  was  a 

DANCER 
FROM  THE 
DANCE     $295 

by  Andrew  Holleran 


"Supertj"  —  The  New  York  Times 
Book  Review 

"Important,  relevant,  powerful  and 
deeply  touching."  —  After  Dark 

"  The  best  gay  novel  of  year." 

—  Christoptier  Street 
From  the  publisher  of  Warren's  The  Front  Runner  and  The  Frincy 
Dancer,  Rita  Mae  Brown's  Rubyfruit 
Body  and  Woman's  Body 


A  blistering  novel 
of  politics,  power 
and  gay  love 

THE 

BEAUTY 
QUEEN     $250 

by  Patricia  Nell  Warren 

"Ifs  a  page-turner... an 
exciting,  fast-paced 
realistic  novel...!  cannot 
think  of  a  better  celebra- 
tion for  the  beginning  of 
the  10th  year  of  Stonewall." 
—  The  Advocate 


Jungle  and  Six  of  One.  Man's  ^ 


BANTAM  BOOKS 


On  Friday,  October  26,  The  Body  Politic  will 
be  back  In  court. 

Why?  Remennber  those  twelve  cartons  ot 
material  the  police  hauled  from  our  office  during 
their  December  1977  raid?  Most  of  that  material, 
including  lisls  ot  subscribers,  has  still  not  been 
returned.  Almost  a  year  has  passed  since  The 
Body  Politic  was  acquitted  of  all  charges  related 
to  the  raid,  yet  the  police  refuse  to  return  mater- 
ial tfiey  seized  almost  two  years  ago. 

The  pretext  for  this  abuse  of  power,  according 
to  Attorney  General  RoyMcMurtry,  is  thai  some 
of  this  material  may  be  introduced  as  evidence 
later  on  rfan  appeals  court  overturns  tfie  "Not 
Guilty"  verdict  and  decides  that  The  Body  Politic 
must  go  through  a  new  trial. 

No  date  has  yet  been  set  for  the  appeal .  Mean- 
while, the  police  are  holding  ontoall  those  files 
—  none  of  which  were  introduced  as  evidence 
InThe  Body  Pontic's  first  trial. 
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The  Attorney  General  and  the  police  have  no 
right  to  hold  uripublished  manuscripts,  financial 
records  or  subscribers  names.  Your  names. 

On  Octotier  26,  The  Body  Politic  is  going  tocourt 
to  say  so,  and  to  seek  a  court  order  forcing  the 
police  to  return  this  material. 

You  can  help: 

'Come  to  court.  Old  City  Hall,  Courtroom  31 , 
9:30  AM ,  Friday,  October  26. 

•  Write  or  phone  Roy  McMurtry.  He's  at  the  At- 
torney General's  Office,  18  King  St.  E.,  Toronto 
M5C 1 C5.  Telephone  965-2831 .  Demand  that 
all  the  material  be  retumed  to  The  Body  Politic 
and  that  the  threat  of  further  court  action 
against  the  magazine  t}e  dropped. 

'Send  donations  to  The  Body  Politic  Free  the 
Press  Fund  c/o  Lynn  King  in  Trust,  Cornish, 
King  &  Sachs,  Barristers  and  Solicitors,  1 1 1 
Richmond  St.  W.,  Suite  320,  Toronto  M5H  3N6. 

•  L/sfen  fo  923-G.4  VS  for  further  developments. 

THE 

BODY  POLITK 

FREE  THE  PRESS 

FUND 


We  wish  to  express  our  concern  at  the 
decision  of  The  Body  Politic  to  carry  a 
paid  advertisement  for  the  CBC  radio  net- 
work in  the  October  issue. 

As  you  know,  CBC  radio  has  for  several 
years  maintained  a  poHcy  of  refusing  all 
Public  Service  Announcements  from  gay 
organizations.  This  has  had  serious  con- 
sequences for  gay  and  lesbian  groups  in 
smaller  centres  where  mass  media  are 
few,  conservative  and  overwhelmingly 
anti-gay.  Here  in  Halifax,  we  are  denied 
access  to  all  the  local  daily  newspapers 
and  to  all  but  one  of  the  radio  stations . 
CBC's  anti-gay  policy  denies  us  a  much- 
needed  channel  for  reaching  gay  people 
and  the  general  public. 

As  you  are  also  aware,  the  Canadian 
University  Press  (CUP)  has  for  the  past 
three  years  voted  to  maintain  a  boycott  of 
all  CBC  radio  advertising,  a  policy  which 
has  been  the  result  of  much  hard  work  by 
gay  activists  in  the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equal- 
ity, and  the  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC),  and  by  gays 
and  our  straight  supporters  on  the  staffs 
of  many  university  papers.  The  struggle 
to  gain  the  support  of  the  student  press 
has  resulted  in  conflicts  with  certain 
papers  and  their  funding  student  unions. 
The  policy  has  been  maintained, 
however,  and  support  won  for  the  wider 
struggles  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

As  well,  this  boycott  has  the  official 
support  of  the  CLGRC,  of  which  you  are  a 
member. 

Needless  to  say,  your  decision  to  carry 
the  CBC  ad  places  us  in  a  very  awkward 
position.  Our  credibility  as  a  movement  is 
undermined  when,  having  asked  for  and 
received  the  support  of  non-gay  organiza- 
tions, support  which  costs  these  groups 
many  of  thousands  of  dollars  (CBC  had 
been  a  major  advertiser  in  university 
papers),  our  own  leading  periodical 
breaks  the  boycott. 

Carrying  this  ad  serves  the  interests  of 
the  CBC.  The  Corporation  has  been  try- 
ing to  bolster  its  liberal  image,  an  image 
tarnished  by  our  exposure  of  its  anti-gay 
policies,  while  refusing  to  correct  these 
policies.  In  fact  CBC's  position  has  been 
entrenched  in  its  official  Programme 
Policy.  The  appearance  of  this  ad  in  The 
Body  Politicis  good  PR  for  CBC  —  it 
encourages  the  illusion  that  CBC  is  acces- 
sible to  gay  people,  when  in  fact  it  allows 
us  airtime  only  on  its  terms  and  at  its 
discretion. 

We  recognize  that  the  series  of 
programmes  announced  by  the  advertise- 
ment is  one  of  significant  interest  to  gays 
across  Canada.  We  suggest  that  gays 
could  have  been  advised  of  the  series 
through  a  regular  news  item,  which  could 
also  have  made  reference  to  the  Corpor- 
ation's discriminatory  policy  and  to  the 
advertising  boycott  in  effect  against  it. 
We  also  recognize  the  difficulty  of  oper- 
ating a  non-profit  publication  such  as 
yours  with  limited  funds.  However,  the 
revenue  generated  by  this  ad  is  small 
compared  to  that  lost  by  student  papers 
through  the  boycott,  papers  which  are 
themselves  short  of  funds. 

We  view  your  acceptance  of  a  CBC 
radio  advertisement  as  a  serious  breach  of 
movement  solidarity,  and  as  a  direct  con- 
tradiction of  CLGRC  policy.  Further- 
more, we  view  your  failure  to  consult  with 
either  G  AE  or  the  CLGRC  as,  at  best,  neg- 


ligent and,  at  worst,  insulting.  We  ask 
that  you  print  a  full  response  to  our  con- 
cerns in  the  next  issue. 

Although  we  see  this  event  in  a  very 
serious  Ught,  we  wish  to  assure  you  of  our 
continued  support  for  your  struggle  for 
full  j  ustice  and  the  dropping  of  all  charges 
against  the  directors  of  Pink  Triangle 
Press.  We  also  wish  to  express  our  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  excellent  work  you  have 
done  as  the  journal  of  the  Canadian  gay 
movement. 
Clyde  Richardson 
Executive  Chairperson 
Gay  Alliance  for  Equality,  Halifax 

The  collective  responds: 
We  are  red-faced.  The  CBC  ad  was  not 
refused  for  one  reason  only:  we  forgot 
completely  about  the  boycott.  In  the 
usual  rush  to  deadline,  we  did  not  even 
think  about  the  consequences  of  running 
a  CBC  ad.  In  the  past  we  have  often  re- 
ported this  boycott  in  the  news  but,  since 
the  CBC  had  never  advertised  with  TBP 
before,  we  had  no  particular  reason  to 
be  watchful  close  to  home.  Everything 
that  we  could  find  out  about  the  Ideas 
programme  led  us  to  believe  it  was  of 
significant  interest  to  gay  people  across 
the  country  and  worth  the  promotion 
which  only  a  visual  display  can  provide. 

We  did  not  accept  the  ad  merely  be- 
cause we  need  the  money;  we  have  never 
let  our  chronic  cashflow  problems  influ- 
ence final  decisions  on  questionable  ads. 

We  recognize  the  obligation  to  solid- 
arity which  membership  in  CLGRC  im- 
plies and  we  recognize,  too,  that  pub- 
lishing the  ad  was  a  breach  of  that  solid- 
arity. It  was  not,  however,  a  decision 
taken  because  we  disagreed  with 
CLGRC  policy,  nor  was  it  meant  to  be  a 
unilateral  action  to  avoid  consultation 
with  other  movement  groups. 

The  collective  apologizes  for  this 
thoughtless  mistake.  If  a  lesson  can  be 
drawn  from  our  error,  perhaps  it  is  that 
a  national  boycott  such  as  this  one  re- 
quires effective  nationwide  action  to 
be  kept  in  the  public  consciousness. 

The  need  for  continuing  action  a- 
gainst  the  CBC  is  clear:  there  is  certainly 
no  indication  that  one  ad  from  one  gay- 
positive  producer  represents  any  change 
in  the  corporation 's  off icial  policy  re- 
garding public  service  announcements 
from  gay  organizations. 


Guilty  giggling 


I  was  offended  by  Steve  Herman's  ill- 
informed  personal  attack  on  Harry  Hay 
and  the  Spiritual  Conference  for  Radical 
Fairies  (Letters.  TBP,  Septe.-nber).  The 
tone  of  his  letter  reminded  me  of  the  guilty 
giggling  with  which  my  6th  grade  class- 
nuites  used  to  show  me  Playboy  centrefolds. 

I  attended  the  conference,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  most  joyous  experiences  I've 
ever  had.  Berman'sa<//iomme/n  attack 
would  have  us  living  in  luxury  for  the 
weekend,  patronizing  the  anti-ERA  estab- 
lishment of  Arizona.  Had  he  bothered  to 
inquire,  he  could  have  learned  that  organ- 
izers had  addressed  the  issue  of  the  ERA 
boycott,  advising  people  to  purchase  to- 
bacco and  toiletries  before  they  entered  the 
state.  The  site,  an  ashram  remote  in  the 
desert,  had  been  donated,  and  food  was 
being  supplied  by  the  People's 
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Warehouse  Co-op  in  Tucson,  whose 
members  are  active  in  the  struggle  to 
ratify  the  ERA  in  Arizona.  In  boycotting 
our  enemies  should  we  punish  our 
friends? 
John  Kyper 
San  Francisco 

Not  rare  at  all 

I  would  like  to  correct  a  statement  attrib- 
uted to  me  ( TBP,  September)  re:  lesbian 
involvement.  In  a  news  report  on  our 
STOP  VIOLENCE  rally,  your  quote  says, 
'  'We've  also  been  able  to  work  with  les- 
bians on  this  issue  and  that's  very  rare  in 
Vancouver." 

From  the  article  one  could  derive  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Vancouver  have 
not  been  able  to  work  together.  This  is 
not  so.  The  great  result  of  the  violence 
campaign  proved  that  we  can  effectively 
combine  our  energies  on  common  causes. 
Rob  Joyce 
GA  TE  Vancouver 


Bad  advice 

I  read:  "  7"flP advises  that,  for  the  time 
being,  gay  people  should  continue  to  hide 
their  sexual  orientation  during  border 
crossings"  {JBP,  September). 

Oh,  come  now!  You're  saying  "back  in 
the  closet"  —  that's  nof  progress.  The 
Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
did  not  issue  its  ruling  (that  gays  and  sus- 
pected gays  not  be  detained  or  deported) 
because  someone  stayed  in  the  closet  like 
you  recommended. 
Lowell  Barger 
Seattle 

What's  a  reviewer  to  do? 

I  was  very  disappointed  to  read  Dennis 
Altman's  mostly  unsupportive  review  of 
Lavender  Culture  {TBP,  July). 

Dennis  Altman,  who  is  a  professor  at 
an  Australian  university,  has  contributed 
consistently  to  gay  liberation  and  his  early 
book.  Homosexual:  Oppression  and 
Liberation,  is  a  landmark  work.  In  this 
review,  however,  he  seems  to  take  a  pro- 
fessorial role  and  chide  Karla  Jay  and  me, 
co-editors,  for  not  being  Intelligent  Anal- 
yzers or  Brilhant  Original  Thinkers.  We 
are  faulted  for  failing  to  provide  a  trea- 
tise on  culture  and  the  gay  experience. 
But  that  was  not  our  intention.  We  are 
communicators,  and  Lavender  Culture  is 
an  anthology  with  many  voices  indicating 
various  developments  in  the  gay 
community. 

Nowhere  in  his  review  does  Altman 
even  summarize  the  contents  of  the  book, 
for  those  who  might  be  interested.  There 
arc  two  fine  articles  on  the  dance,  two  on 
visual  arts,  yet  he  insists  that  in  dealing 
with  culture  "in  the  narrow  sense' '  our 
book  "veers  between  check  lists... and 
omission."  He  fails  to  indicate,  further- 
more, that  the  longest  section  in  the  book 
is  a  forum  on  sado-masochism,  a  contro- 
versial subject  rarely  mentioned  in  the 
pages  of  The  Body  Politic  despite  the  fact 
that  it  is  widely  discussed  in  the  gay 
community. 

Especially  irksome  is  Altman's 
comment  about  our "  Americaccntrism. ' ' 
Years  ago,  in  its  review  of  our  first  anthol- 


ogy, Out  of  the  Closets,  The  Body  Politic 
faulted  us  for  not  including  Canadian 
writers.  Taking  the  criticism  to  heart 
(learning  from  the  Canadian  nationalism 
which  was  then  rampant  in  your  pages), 
we  included  two  Canadians  in  After 
You  're  Out  and  six  in  Lavender  Culture. 
Now  we  are  chided  for  not  including 
Europeans,  and  perhaps  for  not 
including  Altman  himself  (an  article  by 
him  on  education  was  considered  by  us 
and  eventually  deleted  due  to  space 
considerations). 

Altman  must  know  that  it  takes  a  year 
or  more  for  a  book  to  find  itself  in  print, 
yet  he  scolds  us  unfairly  for  ways  in  which 
the  book  may  not  include  very  recent 
developments. 

He  forgets  that  not  everyone  whb  reads 
The  Body  Politic  is  a  full-time  gay  libera- 
tionist  with  subscriptions  to  a  dozen  peri- 
odicals. He  seems  to  know  little  about 
what  it  means  to  have  a  collection  of 
essays  written  with  a  liberation  con- 
sciousness distributed  in  a  mass  market 
book  form.  Lavender  Culture,  unhke  Fag 
Rag  or  The  Body  Politic,  is  picked  up  by 
people  in  supermarkets,  drug  stores,  and 
bus  station  book  racks,  as  well  as  book 
stores  outside  major  metropolitan  areas. 
All  that  Karla  and  I  want  to  do  in  a  book 
like  this  is  get  out  the  word;  our  goal  is  to 
spread  the  ideas  of  gay  liberation  as  they 
develop.  It  is  grossly  unfair  for  Altman  to 
fault  us  for  not  being  the  Philosophers  we 
never  claim  to  be. 

Most  of  all,  it  hurts  when  our  hard 
work  is  not  supported  or  appreciated  in 
the  pages  of  a  prestigious  paper  like  The 
Body  Politic.  The  mail  we  receive  urges  us 
to  continue  our  work,  but  sometimes  we 
wonder  if  it's  worth  it.  We  would  Hke  to 
know  this,  honestly:  has  anyone  on  The 
Body  Politic  staff  read  Lavender 
Culture,  and  if  so,  do  you  think  that  the 
review  you  published  is  fair? 
Allen  Young 
Orange,  Massachusetts 

YUmmy  comments 

I  really  liked  your  September  issue  and 
thought  I'd  share  some  random  com- 
ments. 

The  "Getting  Off"  article  was  won- 
derful —  well-written,  informative,  en- 
couraging and  honest  (especially  honest 
in  admitting  that  fighting  police  harass- 
ment in  court  required  a  certain  amount 
of  privilege),  and  also  very  personal  and 
involving,  qualities  that  I  find  make 
/"fl/*  so  appealing. 

Mariana  Valverde's  "Confessions" 
was  just  the  dyke  piece  I've  been  waiting 
to  read  for  a  long  time.  Honey,  we  all 
know  those  feelings  are  there  but  why 
are  lesbians  so  uptight  about  admitting 
them? 

And  just  one  more  —  a  lovely,  warm- 
ing article  from  Jane  Rule  ("Letters  of 
the  Heart"). 

Yum  —  what  an  issue. 
Lion  Sundance 
San  Francisco  ^ 


Letters  to  TBP  should  be  addressed  to: 
Letters.  Box  7289.  Station  A.  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5W  1X9. 
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Great 
Reading 

G 10  issues  Musical  News  only  $6.00 
I]' Counterpoint's  Basic  Classical 

Record  Library  Guide  only  $3.50  pp 
D 15  issues  Counterpoint  Classical 

Record  Review  only  $10.00 

The  Conterpoint  Package: 

C  10  issues  Musical  News,  15  issues 
Counterpoint,  one  copy  of  Basic 
Classical  Record  Library  Guide 
—  all  three  only  $15.95 


Order  from    Counterpoint  Publishing  Company, 
Dept    BP,  PC  Box   186.  Station  2.  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada  MSN  224 
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announces  the  opening  of  another  office 
to  serve  you,  on  October  1,  1979,  at 

487 Y2  Church  Street,  Toronto 
Telephone:  961-8861 

We're  Number  One  in  Gay  Travel 
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LIGHTHOUSE  COURT 

An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments, 

guesthouses,  pool,  gym  and  restaurant. 

Across  from  the  Hemingway  House, 

902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040 

(305)  294-0557 
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Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday,  Tuesday, 

Wednesday,  Thursday, 

Ncx)nto1:00a.m. 

Friday, 
Noon  to  2:30  a.m. 

Saturday, 

5:00  p.m.  to  2:30  a.m. 

Light  menu  after  1 1 :00  p.m. 

Sunday, 

Brunch,  noon  to  4  p.m. 

Dinner,  5:00  p.m.  to  10  P.M. 

562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


Reviewing  the  situation 


Gay  activist  George  Smith  is  a  student  of 
sociology  at  the  Ontario  Institute  for 
Studies  in  Education  in  Toronto. 

In  letters  which  appeared  last  issue 
(TBP,  October),  two  sociologists,  Barry 
Adam  and  Martin  Levine,  took  issue 
with  the  way  in  which  their  recent  books 
were  reviewed.  Levine,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent Adam,  charged  that  the  reviewers 
were  biased  and  that  the  reviews  were 
shallow  and  missed  the  point  of  their 
respective  works  —  Adam  even  claimed 
that  the  reviewer  of  The  Survival  of 
Domination,  namely  myself,  had  not 
even  read  the  book.  But  more  import- 
antly, both  authors  were  concerned  that 
the  critique  of  their  work  in  TBP  vio- 
lated the  generally  accepted  standards 
for  reviewing  research  of  this  sort. 

Authors,  of  course,  have  a  right  to 
respond  to  criticism,  and  I  do  not  want 
to  defend  here  either  Dennis  Altman's 
review  of  Martin  Levine' s  Gay  Men  or 
my  own  review  of  Adam's  work.  They 
stand  on  their  own.  What  I  want  to  take 
issue  with  is  the  criticism  by  both  socio- 
logists, that  TBP  reviews  ought  to  follow 
the  "basictenets"  of  book  reviewing  — 
at  least  as  they  are  understood  in 
academia. 

Adam's  and  Levine's  main  demand, 
in  this  respect,  is  that  books  be  reviewed 
within  their  own  frame  of  reference  — 
in  Adam's  words,  not  as  a  book  the  re- 
viewer would  like  to  have  seen  written, 
but  as  the  book  the  author  intended. 
Levine  supports  this  position  by  citing 
the  review  criteria  for  the  Journal  of 
Homosexuality:  "to  judge  each  book 
on  the  basis  of  what  it  says:  Does  it  answer 
the  questions  it  sets  out  to?  How  does  it 
do  this?"  The  point  I  want  to  make  here  is 
that  books  cannot  —  indeed,  must 
not  —  be  reviewed  in  TBP  in  terms  of 
their  own  frame  of  reference,  but  within 
the  framework  of  the  politics  of  gay 
liberation.  That  is  what  TBP  is  about. 

In  demanding  that  their  work  not  be 
reviewed  poUtically  but  simply  in  a  tech- 
nical way,  both  Adam  and  Levine  take  a 
very  benign  view  of  social  science.  What 
seems  to  be  entirely  lost  on  them  is  that 
social  science  played,  and  continues  to 
play,  a  major  role  in  the  administration  of 
people's  sexual  Uves.  This  is  most  clearly 
seen  in  the  work  of  social  science  not  only 
in  developing  social  policy  in  the  area  of 
sexuality,  but  also  in  orchestrating  a 
whole  range  of  therapeutic  activities, 
from  managing  the  treatment  of  sexual 
"deviance,"  for  example,  to  providing 
marriage  counselling  for  heterosexual 
couples. 

An  essential  part  of  this  administra- 
tive work  is  the  task  of  classifying  and 
cataloguing  people.  Here  concepts  like 
heterosexual,  homosexual,  transexual, 
transvestite,  pedophile,  or  necrophiliac, 
for  instance,  function  as  formal,  techni- 
cal, administrative  categories.  For 
example,  it  is  only  with  the  identification 
of  people  in  terms  of  these  categories 
that  it  is  possible  to  ask  questions  like, 
what  causes  homosexuality?  What  lies 
behind  such  questions,  of  course,  is  an 
interest  in  changing,  modifying,  or  in 
some  way  controlling  homosexual  be- 
haviour —  or  why  ask  the  question? 
The  same  sorts  of  administrative 
interests  lie  behind  questions  like  what  is 


the  distribution  of  homosexuals  in  the 
population?  and  so  forth  and  so  on. 

Both  posing  and  answering  these  sorts 
of  questions  has  been  the  raison  d'etre 
of  social  science.  And  in  terms  of  the 
lives  of  gay  people,  the  answers  social 
scientists  have  generally  put  forward  to 
such  questions  have  historically  been 
connected  with  the  suppression  of  gay 
people  —  with  aversion  therapy,  shock 
treatment,  the  sociology  of  deviance  etc. 


Posing  and 
answering:  the 

politics  of  method 
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The  crucial  point  is  not  simply  that 
this  work  of  administering  is  connected 
to  the  kinds  of  questions  that  sociolo- 
gists take  up,  but  rather  that  the  actual 
doing  of  social  science  is  a  process  of 
administration.  What  this  means  is  that 
the  "scientific"  method  of  the  social 
sciences  is  essentially  a  set  of  administra- 
tive procedures.  Thus  it  stands  on  the 
side  of  those  whose  job  it  is  to  administer 
the  society  {eg,  the  state)  —  as  a  tool  of 
theirs  —  over  against  those  to  be  admin- 
istered (eg,  gay  people).  Thus  the 
methods  of  social  science  have  embodied 
within  them  relations  of  power.  They  are 
by  their  very  nature  political. 

By  insisting  that  their  work  only  be 
reviewed  technically,  Adam  and  Levine 
are  demanding  that  their  method  of 
work,  particularly  its  political-administ- 
rative character,  not  be  brought  into 
question.  But  this  is  precisely  what  is 
critical  to  the  issue  of  gay  liberation.  To 
examine  social  science  from  the  position 
of  an  oppressed  minority  is  always  to  take 
up  the  question  of  method ,  for  it  is  in  the 
method,  rather  than  in  the  intentions  or 
motives  of  social  scientists,  that  the 
oppressive  character  of  social  science  is 
located.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  neithor 
Adam  nor  Levine  understands  thisD 

If  you  have  something  to  say  but  need  " 
more  space  than  the  usualietter,  try 
"Taking  Issue, "  which  allows  you  as 
much  space  as  our  regular  columnists  — 
up  to  1000  words.  Mail  your  submissions 
to  Taking  Issue,  TBP,  Box  7289,  Sta- 
tion A,  Toronto,  ON  MS  W 1X9. 
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Editorial 


Bawdy  houses  and  picMed  herring 


If  you,  like  us,  got  most  of  your  information  just  after  the  Hot  Tub  Club  raid 
from  the  straight  press,  you  no  doubt  got  the  impression  that  the  key  charges  in- 
volved prostitution,  drugs,  theft,  or  pornography. 

That  impression,  we  have  learned,  is  not  justified  by  the  facts. 

Of  the  more  than  60  charges  laid  as  a  result  of  the  raids  the  night  of  September  1 1 , 
more  that  40  were  related  to  the  bawdy  house  laws.  These  are  laws  the  gay  movement 
has  been  fighting  for  years,  because  of  their  dangerous  vagueness.  These  laws  have 
been  the  basis  for  a  lot  of  charges  during  the  last  eight  months  in  Toronto,  as  the 
anti-gay  forces  among  the  Ontario  Attorney  General's  office  and  the  police  hierarchy 
seek  whatever  legal  means  they  can  find  to  harass  gay  men. 

How,  then,  did  the  press  achieve  the  mis-emphasis?  Apparently  they  relied 
unquestioningly  on  information  given  them  by  the  police.  Much  as,  last  December, 
they  stressed  the  "whips  and  chains"  element  of  the  Barracks  raid,  even  though  no 
charges  were,  or  could  be,  based  on  S&M  activity  alone. 

The  police  heirarchy  is  skilled  at  public  relations.  They  know  when  a  red  herring 
can  fool  a  rookie  reporter,  or  when  an  anti-gay  editor  will  cast  their  herrings  into 
a  headline  or  two. 

What's  sad  —  and  what  we  all  need  to  guard  against  —  is  letting  these  red  herrings 
determine  our  reactions.  At  the  public  meeting  called  to  discuss  the  raid,  some  spoke 
against  supporiing  the  defendants  because  the  few  charges  of  prostitution,  drugs, 
etc,  seemed  to  contaminate  the  issue  of  the  bawdy  house  charges. 

No  doubt,  the  pubUc  relations  officers  at  police  headquarters  were  glad  to  find 
that  their  strategy  was  working. 

Almost  two  years  ago  now,  gay  women  and  men  wavered  in  their  reaction  to  the 
raid  on  this  newspaper,  until  post-raid  discussions  and  correct  information  led  to  a 
unified  suppori  involving  even  those  who  had  serious  unanswered  questions  about 
sexual  relations  between  adults  and  children. 

We  urge  our  readers  to  support  those  charged  with  bawdy  house  offences  on 
September  11,  even  if  the  Crown  continues  to  proceed  on  the  other  charges  as  well. 

If  we  don't  watch  out  for  the  red  herrings,  as  a  bad  wit  might  put  it,  we'll  all  be 
in  a  pretty  pickle. 

CongratulationSp  Americans! 

Against  all  odds,  the  American  movement  has  pulled  off  the  fu-st  National  Gay 
Rights  March  on  Washington. 

Despite  lack  of  money,  despite  the  logistical  problems  of  co-ordinating  activities 
across  the  country,  despite  the  failure  of  the  "national"  organizations  to  endorse 
the  action  until  the  last  minute,  thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  every  state 
—  and  even  neighbouring  countries  —  flocked  to  Washington  to  call  for  an  end  to 
discrimination  against  and  harassment  of  homosexuals. 

One  important  ideal  became  a  reality:  50  per  cent  women's  participation,  and 
30  per  cent  Third  World  participation,  in  the  planning  of  this  huge  event.  As  a  result, 
many  groups  in  many  centres  took  the  initiative  in  raising  funds,  organizing  trans- 
port and  building  support.  It  was  the  largest  grassroots  campaign  the  movement  has 
taken  on  in  its  ten-year  history. 

The  planning  process  was  not  without  struggle,  and  certainly  not  without  heated 
debate.  But  American  gays  have  shown  that  our  diversity  can  be  a  strength  rather 
than  a  weakness.  When  we  have  the  will  to  work  for  a  common  purpose,  our 
differences  give  us  a  breadth  of  experience  and  commitment  that  can  overcome 
difficulties. 

To  all  those  whose  dedication,  time,  and  energy  went  to  produce  this  historic 
event,  we  send  our  congratulations. 


A  welcome  new  voice 


September  saw  the  first  issue  of  Broadside,  a  new  Canadian  feminist  journal. 
Broadside  is  collectively  run.  Its  first  issue  presented  a  wide  variety  of  lesbian-fem- 
inist concerns,  from  nuclear  technology  to  kids.  We  found  it  stimulating  and 
informative. 

We  welcome  Broadside  to  Canada's  national  gay /feminist  publishing  community 
and  wish  it  a  vigorous  future  in  contributing  to  the  growth  of  contemporary  lesbian 
and  feminist  culture. 

We  urge  our  readers  to  read  Broadside,  and  yet  better,  to  subscribe.  D 


My  sexual  preference 

Do  you  mean  when  do  I  prefer  it? 
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Cops  raid  Hot  Tub  Club,  private  homes 
on  eve  of  opening  of  Ontario  iegislature 


No  one  remembers  anything  like  it  hap- 
pening before.  Toronto  police  were  raid- 
ing another  gay  bath,  but  this  time  a  de- 
fiant crowd  gathered  outside  to  jeer  at 
the  cops  and  chant  their  support  for  the 
men  being  arrested  inside. 

Bawdy  house  charges  against  gay  men 
were  what  the  cops  were  after  on  the 
evening  of  October  1 1 ,  and  they  got 
them .  By  the  end  of  the  raid  on  the  Hot 
Tub  Club  and  four  private  homes,  more 
than  40  bawdy  house  charges  had  been 
laid.  Many  believe  these  charges,  the 
same  used  by  police  in  their  raid  on  the 
B£u-racks  bath  last  December  and  on  a 
gay  teacher's  home  in  early  June,  will 
threaten  the  right  of  all  people  to  have 
sex  in  private. 

On  October  1 1 ,  the  protest  crowd 
gathered  so  quickly  in  part  because 
police  chose  a  convenient  hour  — 
shortly  before  9  PM  on  a  Thursday 
evening.  They  also  conveniently  chose  to 
raid  the  Hot  Tub  Club,  a  gay  bath  locat- 
ed barely  two  blocks  away  from  the  519 
Community  Centre  where  a  public 
meeting  of  the  Right  To  Privacy  Com- 
mittee was  being  held. 

When  a  man  rushed  breathlessly  into 
the  RTPC  meeting  with  news  of  the  on- 
going raid,  it  didn't  take  long  for  those 
present  to  grab  their  coats  and  rush  to 
the  Hot  Tub  Club.  Runners  were  sent  to 
gay  bars  nearby  with  the  news,  and  by  10 
PM  more  than  100  people  had  gathered 
around  the  Isabella  Street  club. 

"We're  still  here,  you're  not  alone," 
they  chanted  repeatedly  to  those  inside. 
Peter  Maloney,  gay  activist  and  articling 
law  student,  tried  to  enter  the  club  to 
offer  legal  advice  to  the  men  being  arrest- 
ed inside,  but  was  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  uniformed  police  officers  station- 
ed at  the  doors. 

Toronto  alderpersons  Dan  Heap  and 
Allan  Sparrow  joined  the  crowd  outside 
the  club.  Both  men  have  spoken  out  in 
recent  months  against  police  harassment 
of  gays,  and  both  issued  statements  de- 
ploring the  raid  as  it  was  taking  place. 

Meanwhile,  a  police  paddywagon 
tried  to  approach  the  front  door  of  the 
club  to  carry  away  those  arrested.  Pro- 
testers, however,  pounded  on  its  sides 
and  one  by  one  blocked  the  van's  pro- 
gress until  they  were  dragged  out  of  the 
way.  Finally,  police  were  forced  to  drive 
the  paddywagon  away  empty  and  release 
those  arrested  on  their  own  recognizance. 
As  two  of  the  found-ins  emerged  from 
the  front  door,  the  crowd  cheered  the 
small  victory. 

Despite  the  speed  with  which  gays 
assembled  at  the  raid  site,  one  reporter 
beat  them  there  —  from  the  pro-police 
Toronto  Sun.  How,  he  was  asked,  did  he 
know  about  the  raid  so  soon?  "Just  a 
tip,"  he  smilingly  told  TBP. 

The  next  day  Toronto  newspapers  re- 
vealed that  the  raids  had  culminated  a 
five-month  investigation  headed  by  55 
Division  Inspector  James  Majury.  In 
addition  to  the  Hot  Tub  Club,  at  least 
four  private  homes  were  simultaneously 


raided  by  50  Metro  Toronto  police.  As 
part  of  the  same  sweep,  a  cottage  in  Nor- 
thumberland County  near  Peterborough 
was  also  raided  by  officers  of  55 
Division  (see  box). 

To  date,  at  least  26  people  have  been 
arrested  on  charges  ranging  from  keep- 
ing a  common  bawdy  house  to  steaUng  a 
bicycle.  Of  the  60  charges  laid,  more 
than  40  are  bawdy  house  related. 

In  the  Hot  Tub  Club  raid  itself,  9  men 
were  charged  as  keepers  and  14  as  found- 
ins.  Those  charged  as  keepers  included 
not  only  Robert  Slee,  the  apparent 


owner  of  the  club,  but  also  desk  clerks 
and  other  employees  working  that  even- 
ing. Most  of  the  men  were  arrested  on 
several  different  charges,  but  in  almost 
every  case  the  charges  were  related  to  the 
same  offence.  One  man,  for  example, 
was  charged  W\lh  permitting  premises  to 
be  used  as  a  common  bawdy  house, 
being  an  inmate  of  a  common  bawdy 
house,  and  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house.  Said  RTPC  member  Peter 
Maloney,  "This  is  the  grossest  example 
I've  ever  seen  of  double-charging  to  get 
deals  and  quick  convictions." 


The  raids  were  co-ordinated  by  Tor- 
onto's 55  Police  Division  even  though 
the  Hot  Tub  falls  within  52  Division. 
Apparently,  55  Division  plainclothes 
officers  were  inside  the  club  for  some 
time  before  the  raid  actually  began.  Two 
found-ins  have  claimed  that  one  of  the 
arresting  officers  was  wearing  a  towel 
and  posing  as  a  bath  patron  before  the 
raid.  Malcolm  Hinkson,  one  of  those 
charged,  stated  that  he  was  approached 
twice  by  a  man  in  a  towel  who  asked  if 
he  could  enter  the  room.  Hinkson  re- 
fused and  later  recognized  the  man  as  an 
arresting  officer. 

Darren  Nicholson,  also  charged  as  a 
found-in,  was  asleep  when  the  raid 
began.  "I  woke  up  when  someone  turn- 
ed the  disco  music  off,"  he  said.  "When 
I  left  my  room,  a  man  with  a  camera  told 
me  to  go  to  the  disco  room."  There  Nic- 


The  Right  To  Privacy  Committee,  orig- 
inally formed  to  defend  the  found-ins  of 
the  Barracks  raid  December  1978,  has 
offered  to  defend  the  14  found-ins  and  6 
employees  charged  at  the  Hot  Tub  Club 
for  "bawdy  house"  offences.  The 
RTPC  will  also  join  the  Working  Group 
on  Minority-Police  Relations 
(WGMPR)  before  the  Metro  Police 
Commission  November  1  to  discuss  the 
Hot  Tub  raid. 

The  WGMPR  is  organizing  a  demon- 
stration in  front  of  Solicitor  General 
Roy  McMurtry's  office  on  Grosvenor 
Street.  The  demonstration  is  set  for 
November  17.  For  further  information 
call  923— GAYS. 
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If  you  see  this  man,  you're  probably  in 
trouble.  This  unidentified  plainclothes  cop  is 
one  of  at  least  two  who  cruised  the  tubs  in 
towels,  gathering  evidence  for  the  raid. 


holson  was  arrested  and  his  personal 
belongings  searched. 

During  the  investigations,  police  have 
admitted  using  high  power  infra-red 
cameras.  From  a  location  across  the 
street,  photographs  were  taken  of  men 
entering  and  leaving  the  club.  In 
addition,  police  have  photos  of  alleged 
Hot  Tub  Club  owner  Slee,  and  Edwin 
Kasdan,  a  friend,  taken  through  the 
window  of  the  Empire  Diner  on  Yonge 
Street. 

Newspaper  reports  of  sex,  drugs  and 
pornographic  films  suggested  that  police 
had  netted  a  spectacular  haul  of  illicit 
and  incriminating  material.  What  was 
actually  seized,  however,  amounted  to 
only  two  videocassettes  (found  in  man- 
ager Slee's  briefcase),  less  than  one 
ounce  of  marijuana,  25  hits  of  LSD 
and  one  bicycle  (allegedly  stolen). 

In  the  words  of  Toronto  alderperson 
Allan  Sparrow,  "Unless  substantial 
charges,  other  than  bawdy  house 
charges,  are  laid  against  the  Hot  Tub 
Club  found-ins,  this  raid  can  only  be 


seen  as  a  provocative  move  against  the 
gay  community." 

Local  activist  Tom  Warner  linked  the 
raids  with  the  sexual  orientation  legis- 
lation which  may  come  before  the  pro- 
vincial legislature  this  session.  "It's  just 
too  coincidental  that  the  raid  should 
occur  the  day  Parliament  opens,"  he 
said.  "It  seems  like  an  obvious  attempt 
to  discredit  gay  community  demands 
that  sexual  orientation  be  added  to  the 
Human  Rights  Code  by  sensationalizing 
certain  aspects  of  the  gay  lifestyle." 

RTPC  member  Peter  Maloney  specu- 
lated that  the  raids  could  be  used  to  set  a 
precedent  in  the  application  of  bawdy 
house  legislation.  Because  it  was  55  Div- 
ision which  conducted  the  raid,  the  trials 
will  be  held  at  the  new  provincial  courts 
at  College  Park.  The  courts  are  experi- 
mental in  that  trials  are  being  held 
almost  immediately  (within  90  days) 
after  charges  have  been  laid.  The  current 
backlog  of  cases  in  existing  provincial 
courts  at  City  Hall  necessitates  delays  of 
up  to  one  year  before  a  case  is  tried.  It  is 
significant  that  the  trials  of  the  defen- 
dants from  the  Barracks,  raided  last 
December  9,  will  only  begin  November 
13.  Maloney  feels  the  Crown  will  rush 
the  Hot  Tub  Club  cases  through,  hoping 
for  quick  convictions  under  the  ambigu- 
ous bawdy  "house  laws.  This  precedent 
can  then  be  used  in  the  Barracks  trial. 
Successful  convictions  would  give  the 
Crown  and  the  Toronto  morality  squad 
a  powerful  weapon  with  which  to  attack 
gay  institutions  and  private  homes. 

Robert  Trow  and  Bill  LewisD 


Cottage  country  capers 


"Watch  out  for  him.  He  hates  faggots. 

There  was  no  crowd  of  gay  people  out- 
side Edwin  Kasdan's  cottage  in 
Northumberland  County  near  Peterbor- 
ough, and  police  were  bolder  in  that 
raid.  Kasdan's  friend  David  Dawkins  was 
looking  after  the  cottage,  and  was  alone 
when  three  officers  from  55  Division  ar- 
rived. Dawkins  claims  they  flashed  their 
badges,  entered  the  cottage  without  a 
warrant,  and  told  him  he  was  under 
arrest. 

Dawkins  was  taken  into  the  cottage 
bedroom  where  police  questioned  him 
about  making  obscene  films  at  the 
cottage,  and  about  his  sexual  involve- 
ment with  minors.  According  to  Daw- 
kins, "one  of  them  was  holding  a  fire- 
place log  like  it  was  a  club."  Pointing  to 
the  cop  with  the  club,  another  officer 
warned  Dawkins,  "Watch  out  for  him. 
He  hates  faggots." 

Dawkms  claims  that  when  he  denied 
any  knowledge  of  films  or  sexual  invol- 
vement with  minors,  he  was  struck  on 
the  back  of  the  head  with  the  log. 

During  the  search  of  the  cottage, 
Dawkins  says  police  subjected  him  to 
further  physical  and  verbal  abuse. 
"They  must  have  been  looking  for 
drugs,  because  they  made  me  bend 
over  so  they  could  check  inside  my 
ass,"  he  said.  "Then  one  of  the  cops 
said,  'Let's  put  the  blocks  to  him." 

Later  Dawkins  was  questioned  about 
his  sexual  involvement  with  a  specific 
person.  Asked  how  old  his  friend  was, 
Dawkins  replied  18.  Then,  related  Daw- 
kins, "The  cop  said,  'Try  15,  pervert.' 
And  he  kicked  me  in  the  ass  so  hard 
that  I  pissed  my  pants   "  A  doctor  has 


subsequently  verified  that  significant 
damage  was  done  to  Dawkins's  anus 
and  urinary  tract. 

At  one  point,  Dawkins  was  held 
outside  the  cottage  for  twenty  minutes 
while  one  of  the  officers  remained  in- 
side. The  officer  took  a  large  black 
equipment  case  with  him,  which  he 
claimed  was  a  "drug  snooper."  Dawkins 
believes  that  the  officer  actually  was 
removing  electronic  listening  devices 
planted  at  an  earlier  date. 

At  the  end  of  their  interrogation, 
police  handcuffed  Dawkins  and  drove 
him  back  to  55  Division  Headquarters 
in  Toronto,  where  he  was  denied  coun- 
sel and  held  until  1  AM.  According  to 
Dawkins,  police  gave  him  nothing  to 
eat  during  the  15  hours  he  was  kept  in 
custody,  althought  he  told  them  he  was 
a  borderline  diabetic. 

Before  being  released,  Dawkins  was 
charged  with  "keeping  a  common 
bawdy  house,  "  "being  an  inmate  of  a 
common  bawdy  house,"  "living  off  the 
avails  of  prostitution,"  "buggery," 
"contributing  to  juvenile  delinquency," 
"theft  of  goods  under  $200, "  and  "poss- 
ession of  stolen  goods  under  $200  " 

The  last  two  charges  refer  to  a  bic- 
ycle that  Dawkins  had  taken  in  a  van 
from  the  Hot  Tub  Club  to  the  cottage 
Police  produced  photographs  of  Daw- 
kins loading  the  bicycle  into  a  van, 
alleging  that  Dawkins  stole  it.  Accord 
ing  to  Dawkins  the  bicycle  was  not 
stolen,  but  merely  borrowed  from 
another  employee  of  the  club  for  use  at 
the  cottage. 


Immigration  liead  says  we're  OK, 
but  US  border  still  closed  to  gays 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Despite  the  order 
of  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser- 
vice (INS)  Commissioner  Leonel  Castillo 
that  gays  are  no  longer  to  be  excluded 
from  the  United  States  {TBP,  Septem- 
ber), immigration  officials  continue  to 
prevent  gays  from  entering  the  country. 

Rob  McConnell  of  Vancouver  was 
stopped  August  26  by  US  customs  offi- 
cials at  Blaine,  Washington,  and  told  he 
could  not  enter  the  United  States 
because  he  was  gay. 

When  reminded  of  the  recently  chang- 
ed American  policy  supposedly  allowing 
gay  and  lesbian  visitors  unhampered 
entry  into  the  US,  the  supervisor  res- 
ponded, "That  case  is  in  the  courts,  and 
while  it  is  in  the  courts,  we  are  going  to 
enforce  our  authority  in  this  area." 

Vancouver's  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (GATE)  protested  the  discrim- 
inatory immigration  practice  to  the  US 
Consulate  General  in  Vancouver,  insist- 
ing that  the  recent  policy  change  be 
enforced. 

In  a  separate  case,  Tal  Renal  of 
Edmonton,  an  Israeli  citizen,  was 
stopped  October  1 1  by  immigration  offi- 
cials in  San  Francisco  as  he  arrived  there 
for  a  visit.  When  informed  he  was  pro- 
hibited from  entering  the  US,  Renal 
called  San  Francisco  newspapers  which 
got  in  touch  with  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
(GRA),  a  gay  public  interest  law  firm  in 
the  city. 

Although  GRA  obtained  a  federal 
court  order  directing  officials  to  hold  a 
hearing,  immigration  officials  put  Renal 
on  a  plane  to  Edmonton  ten  minutes  be- 
fore the  court  order  was  served  on  them. 

According  to  Don  Knutson,  executive 
director  of  GRA,  Renal  had  applied  for 
permanent  residency  status  in  the  US 
several  years  ago,  and  had  been 
classified  as  a  sexual  deviant  because  of 
his  admission  that  he  was  a  homosexual. 

On  the  advice  of  GRA,  Renal 
returned  to  San  Francisco  shonly  after 
he  had  arrived  back  in  Edmonton.  How- 
ever, when  it  was  discovered  that  he  was 
not  a  Canadian  citizen,  GRA  advised 
him  there  was  nothing  he  could  do. 
Renal  ignored  their  advice  and  spent 
three  days  in  jail  before  returning  to  Ed- 
monton once  again. 

Canadian  lesbians  who  were  harassed 
at  the  US  border  on  their  way  to  this 
year's  Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festi- 
val are  being  urged  by  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF)  to  continue  their 
protests.  They  say  the  harassment  is  con- 
tinuing. 

The  most  recent  case  to  come  to  light 
occurred  September  5  at  Kennedy  Inter- 
national Airport.  Border  guards  search- 
ed the  luggage  of  two  Italian  women  and 
found  a  copy  of  Gay  Yellow  Pages  and 
the  addresses  of  feminist  organizations. 
The  women  were  told,  "If  you  arc  les- 
bians you  have  to  go  back."  They  were 
admitted,  however,  after  a  40-minutc 
delay. 

NGTF's  Lucia  Valcska  has  pointed 
out  that  it  is  important  to  continue  pres- 
sure to  change  this  immigration  policy. 
A  special  committee  which  reviews  INS 


regulations  is  now  in  session.  The  com- 
mittee, which  sits  about  every  ten  years, 
could  make  a  ruling  regarding  the  "sex- 
ual deviance"  clause.  It  quietly  changed 
the  policy  of  excluding  "adulterers"  and 
"fornicators"  in  the  1930s. 

Signed  letters  of  complaint  should  be 
sent  directly  to:  Mr  Normal  Alt,  Office 
of  Professional  Responsibility,  INS,  425 
I  Street,  Washington,  DC  20536. 

Complaints  should  include  a  descrip- 
tion of  how  the  complainant  was  treated, 
what  questions  were  asked,  whether  or 
not  entry  was  actually  refused,  and  the 
time  and  date  of  attempted  crossing. 
Each  person  who  was  harassed  should 
submit  a  separate  complaint. D 

Arts  Council  denies 
$1,(X)0  grant  to  TBP 

TORONTO  —  The  Ontario  Arts  Coun- 
cil has  refused  to  accept  the  recommen- 
dation of  an  independent  jury  that  The 
Body  Politic  be  given  a  grant  for  $  1 ,000. 
Although  the  council  has  altered  the  de- 
tails of  a  jury's  recommendation  before, 
this  is  the  first  time  that  it  has 
overturned  a  jury  decision. 

A  letter  dated  October  22  said  that  a 
grant  to  The  Body  Politic  would  "not  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  arts  in 
Ontario."  The  letter  also  noted  that 
TBP  shou\d  "be  self  supporting." 

Previous  arts  grants  to  The  Body  Poli- 
tic have  provoked  considerable  criticism 
from  the  media,  particularly  the 
Toronto  Sun  which  ran  stories  and  edi- 
torials for  four  consecutive  days  last 
year  when  council  awarded  TBP  a 
grant  of  $1,650.  That  figure  had  repre- 
sented a  10*^0  increase  over  the  previous 
year's  grant  —  a  move  generally  seen  to 
represent  the  jury's  positive  reaction  to 
the  quality  of  arts  coverage  in  TBP. 

Culture  and  Recreation  Minister 
Reuben  Baetz  criticized  the  grant  as 
"impohtic  and  insensitive,"  and  warned 
council  to  keep  in  mind  "whether  this  is 
the  way  the  taxpayers  of  Ontario  would 
likely  want  their  money  spent." 

The  council  apparently  took  his  warn- 
ing to  heart. 

Eleanor  Wachtel,  Policy  Committee 
Chairperson  of  the  Canadian  Periodical 
Publishers'  Association  (CPPA),  said 
council's  actions  appear  "to  represent 
continuing  and  unwarranted  bad  faith... 
we  have  said  this  before,  and  are  dismay- 
ed to  have  to  repeat  it  —  the  CPPA 
views  with  alarm  this  continued  harass- 
ment of  a  respected  member . ' ' 

The  Ontario  Arts  Council  is  supposed 
to  be  immune  from  political  interference 
but  it  is  felt  that  the  Council's  unpre- 
cedented move  means  it  has  succumbed 
to  pressure  from  the  provincial  Tories. 

Council  awarded  fewer  grants  this 
year  than  last  —  65  compared  to  82. 
One  hundred  and  nineteen  magazines 
applied,  compared  to  124  last  year.  That 
a  jury  should  recommend  a  grant  to 
TBP,  even  in  the  face  of  cutbacks,  is 
seen  to  be  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the 
magazine  by  its  peers.  L  ] 
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Canadians  favour  rights  for  gays, 
but  RCMP,  Aimy  still  stand  in  way 


As  gay  groups  in  Ontario  step  up  their 
campaign  to  have  the  Human  Rights 
Code  amended,  the  release  of  a  report 
from  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission has  prompted  the  Canadian  Les- 
bian and  Gay  Rights  Coalition  (CLGRC) 
to  write  Prime  Minister  Joe  Clark,  urging 
him  to  "demonstrate  concern  for  human 
rights  by  moving  quickly  to  amend  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act.  " 

The  document  in  question.  Sexual 
Orientation:  A  Policy  Planning  Report, 
was  upstaged  by  the  release,  less  than  ten 
days  later,  of  the  results  of  a  poll  which 
indicated  an  upsurge  in  support  for 
amending  the  code  to  protect  gay 
people.  Not  everyone  was  pleased. 

Ottawa  correspondent  David  Gar- 
maise  sends  this  report. 

OTTAWA  —  Homophobia  has  been  in- 
stitutionalized to  such  an  extent  in 
Canada  that  major  changes  in  attitudes 
are  required  before  any  government  will 
amend  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
(CH  RA)  to  include  sexual  orientation . 

This  is  the  conclusion  of  a  report  pre- 
pared for  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission  by  Marjorie  Ward,  a 
student  at  the  School  of  Social  Work  at 
Carleton  University  of  Ottawa.  (See  box 
below  for  report  highlights.) 

The  Commission  has  already 
recommended  that  sexual  orientation  be 
added  to  the  prohibited  grounds  of  dis- 
crimination in  the  CHRA.  Ward's  report 
looks  at  the  social  climate  which  influ- 
ences the  reception  of  the  Commission's 
recommendation,  and  offers  several 


Highlights  from  Sexual  Orientation:  A 
Policy  Planning  Report  prepared  for  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 
by  Marjorie  Ward. 


A  large  minority  of  Canadians  remain  le- 
gally defenceless. 

That  homosexual  men  and  women  in 
Canada  experience  both  personal  and  in- 
stitutionalized forms  of  discrimination 
—  at  both  provincial  and  federal  levels  of 
jurisdiction  —  is  irrefutable. 

Sexual  orientation  is  as  much  an  integral 
part  of  each  individual  as  is  race  or 
gender.  It  can't  be  changed. 

The  homosexual  minority  Is  caught  up  in 
aviciouscircleof  fear,  prejudice  and 
legal  helplessness. 

The  stereotype  of  the  homosexual  as 
child  molester  bears  no  semblance  to 
reality. 

The  major  religious  denominations  (have 
eased)  their  policy  positions  on  homo- 
sexuality. A  brief  synopsis  of  these 
positions  reveals  the  Church  to  be  unani- 
mously supportive  of  the  Commission's 
advocacy  of  equal  access  to  employ- 
ment opportunities,  accommodation, 
and  public  goods  and  services  for 
homosexuals. 


suggestions  as  to  how  the  Commission 
might  try  to  improve  that  climate. 

Among  the  recommendations: 
•apply  presure  on  the  RCMP ,  Armed 
Forces  and  government  departments  to 
engage  in  full,  frank  and  open  debate  on 
the  issue 

•advocate  that  all  employers  who  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Act  adopt 
official  statements  on  sexual  orientation 
and  hiring  policy 

•ascertain  the  feasibility  of  including  in- 
formation designed  to  refute  stereotypic 
myths  about  homosexuality  in 
educational  material  produced  by  the 
Commission 

Ward  says  that  homophobia  is  most 
entrenched  federally  in  the  RCMP  and 
the  Armed  Forces.  Both  organizations 
wrote  to  the  Commission  to  explain  their 
opposition  to  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  CHRA,  but  only  the 
Armed  Forces  allowed  the  Commission 
to  reprint  its  letter. 

"Ironically,"  Ward  says,  "these 
organizations  on  which  society  bestows 
the  most  power  are  the  organizations 
which  are  the  most  resistant  to  societal 
pressure  to  change  the  status  quo. ' ' 

Ward  cautions  that  the  gay  liberation 
movement  is  becoming  frustrated  by  the 
lack  of  government  action.  "Continual 
and  flagrant  denial  of  rights, "she  warns, 
"increases  the  likelihood  of  mibtant 
action  being  taken. ' ' 

In  her  conclusion,  Ward  says  that 
"major  attitudinal  changes  are  a  pre- 
requisite for  modification  of  the  in- 
stitutionalized homophobic  system  of 


Individual  prejudice  on  the  part  of  some 
police  officers  in  combination  with  over- 
zealous  enforcement  of  discriminatory 
laws  produces  a  particularly  insidious 
form  of  oppressive  denial  of  peaceful 
access  to  public  services. 

The  denial  of  basic  rights  to  a  large 
minority  because  a  small  number  of 
them  may  be  subject  to  blackmail  is 
morally  reprehensible. 

Parts  of  the  Criminal  Code  that  are 
invoked  to  justify  harrassment  of  homo- 
sexuals are  not  consistent  with  the 
democratic  principles  on  which  our  polit- 
ical system  is  founded. 

Homosexuals  in  Canada  have  been  insti- 
tutionally labelled  as  sick,  deviant  and 
criminal.  The  Gay  Liberation  f^/lovement 
is  the  homosexual  response  to  that 
characterization. 

Historically,  the  extent  to  which  indivi- 
duals have  felt  compelled  to  take  militant 
action  has  been  commensurate  with  the 
degree  of  group  tolerance  to  frustration. 
Continual  and  flagrant  denial  of  rights  in- 
creases the  likelihood  of  militant  action 
being  taken. 

The  resurgence  of  conservative, 
fundamentalist  groups  poses  a  major 
threat  to  achieving  amendment  of  human 
rights  legislation,  n 


values. .  .Until  these  changes  occur,  there 
is  little  hkelihood  that  the  Commission's 
proposal  for  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Act  will  be  implemented . ' ' 

A  Gays  of  Ottawa  spokesperson  called 
the  report " useful  but  tame . ' ' 

' '  It's  superficial  in  many  areas, ' '  said 
Denis  LeBlanc . ' '  Examples  of  gay  pro- 
blems with  police  cU'e  almost  entirely 
restricted  to  Toronto ,  and  it  doesn '  t 
address  the  particular  concerns  of 
lesbians." 

The  Commission  has  not  yet  officially 
responded  to  the  report. 

Copies  of  the  report  may  be  obtained 
free  of  charge  by  writing  to  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Commission,  257 
Slater.Ottawa,  Ontario,  KIA  lEl.D 

Poll  vaunting 

OTTAWA  —  Two  out  of  three  Canad- 
ians favour  giving  gay  people  protection 
against  job  discrimination.  An  even  larg- 
er majority  (four  out  of  five)  support  the 
construction  of  special  facilities  for  phy- 
sically disabled  persons,  even  if  it  means 
higher  taxes. 

These  are  the  results  of  a  national  sur- 
vey conducted  for  the  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Commission  by  Complan  Re- 
search Associates  of  Toronto.  The  find- 
ings were  made  public  September  26. 

The  Commission  said  the  survey  was 
designed  "to  take  the  pulse  of  the 
Canadian  population  in  relation  to  atti- 
tudes towards  discriminatory  practices . ' ' 

The  question  on  sexual  orientation 
read:  "Mr  John  Smith,  a  self-acknow- 
ledged homosexual,  has  applied  for  a  job 
as  a  national  security  agent  with  the 
RCMP.  His  professional  qualifications 
are  better  than  those  of  other  applicants . 
Mr  Smith  is  hired.  Please  indicate  to  what 
extent  you  agree  or  disagree  with  this 
decision." 

Sixty-eight  per  cent  of  the  respondents 
agreed  with  the  decision  to  hire  Mr  Smith ; 
25%  disagreed  and  7%  were  indifferent 
or  had  no  opinion. 

In  the  1 8-30  age  bracket,  79%  of  res- 
pondents were  in  favour  of  hiring  Mr 
Smith.  There  was  less  support  among 
older  people  —  only  55%  of  those  over 
54  wished  to  see  the  RCMP  hire  Smith . 

The  RCMP  dismissed  the  poll  as 
"vaguely-worded"  and  "confusing," 
and  said  it  did  not  accurately  reflect 
public  opinion. 

The  Ottawa  yowrwo/ quoted  Michael 
Dare,  head  of  security  services  in  the 
RCMP,  as  saying  there  are  no  plans  what- 
soever to  change  the  services 's  longtime 
policy  of  barring  homosexuals. 

"It's  not  really  a  surprise  (the  poll  re- 
sults)...but  attitudes  may  be  different  in 
other  countries  in  which  our  people 
work,"  Daresaid. 

"A  self-acknowledged  homosexual  is 
barred  from  the  RCMP,  period,"  Supt 
John  Bentham,  the  Force's  public  rela- 
tions chief,  told  the  Journal 

The  poll  posed  the  following  question 
to  determine  attitudes  on  physical 
disabihties:  "Your  community  is  consi- 
dering installing  ramps  at  street  intersec- 
tions to  accomodate  people  in  wheel- 
chairs. Since  this  operation  will  cost  the 
community  a  lot  of  money,  property 


taxes  will  have  to  be  raised  about  $36.  To 
what  extent  do  you  agree  this  should  be 
done?" 

Eighty  per  cent  agreed  with  the  pro- 
posal to  install  ramps  and  only  17% 
disagreed. 

Other  highlights  of  the  survey: 
•9  out  of  1 0  Canadians  favour  having 
laws  aimed  at  removing  discrimination. 
•7%  of  the  people  interviewed  said  they 
had  suffered  discrimination  during  the 
past  year. 

•At  least  39%  of  Canadians  felt  they  had 
become  more  tolerant  in  some  areas  in  the 
last  ten  years,  while  29%  felt  they  were 
less  tolerant. 

Copies  are  available  free  of  charge 
from  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission, 257  Slater,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
KIA  lEl.D 


Apoplexy  Now 

OTTAWA  —  In  a  letter  written  last 
July  to  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Commission,  Admiral  R  H  Falls,  Chief 
of  the  Defence  Staff,  reiterated  the  Can- 
adian Armed  Forces'  opposition  to  the 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act. 

'  'The  policy  of  the  Canadian  Forces  is 
that  homosexual  conduct  is  not  con- 
doned," Falls  wrote,  "and,  therefore, 
that  homosexual  persons  are  not 
knowingly  enrolled  or  retained  in  the 
Forces." 

Falls  said  the  policy  was  based  on  the 
fact  that '  'the  Canadian  Forces,  unlike 
most  other  employers,  provides... a  com- 
bined working  and  social  milieu.  Because 
in  such  a  milieu  persons  having  unusual 
behavioural  traits  may  attempt  to  inflict 
them  upon  others,  there  is  only  one 
method  of  insuring  our  servicemen  and 
women  that  their  rights  will  be  respected: 
by  denying  employment  to 
homosexuals." 

Admiral  Falls  maintained  the  employer 
has  an  obligation  to  provide  a  milieu 
which  is  acceptable  to  the  vast  majority  of 
his  employees.  "Experience  has  shown 
that  the  presence  of  homosexuals  can  be 
most  disruptive, ' '  Falls  said . '  'Such  dis- 
ruption often  takes  the  form  of  physical 
attacks  on  the  homosexual  (s)  concerned, 
and  it  is  possible  to  prevent  this  sort  of 
thing  only  by  avoiding  the  employment  of 
homosexuals  in  the  first  place. " 

In  a  letter  to  Falls,  the  CLGRC  asked 
"Should  we  also  stop  the  immigration  of 
Pakistanis  to  Canada  because  some 
Canadians  have  a  tendency  to  beat 
them  up?  Did  you  ever  think  of  treating 
the  attackers  for  a  severe  case  of 
bigotry?" 

Although  Falls  offered  several  other 
reasons  for  barring  gay  people  from  jobs 
in  the  military,  the  CLGRC  letter  con- 
cluded "that  the  Canadian  Forces'  oppo- 
sition to  allowing  openly  gay  persons  into 
its  ranks  is  based  on  prejudice  and  on 
mythical  assumptions  about  the  nature  of 
homosexuaUty.  Public  attitudes  have 
evolved  over  the  years  but,  sadly,  the 
military  lags  far  behind." 

The  address  of  Admiral  Falls,  Chief  of 
the  Defence  Staff  is:  Department  of 
National  Defence,  101  Colonel  By  Drive, 
Ottawa,  Ontario  KIA  0K2.n 
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These  are  the  people  who  get  together  once  a  week  in  the  studios  of  Vancouver  co-op  radio 
station  CFRO  to  produce  "Coming  Out,"  a  one-hour  programme  tor  gay  people. 

Coming  Out  first  hit  the  airwaves  in  Septemt)er  1978,  and  by  the  end  of  this  year  will  have 
logged  more  than  50  on-air  hours  of  live  and  recorded  music,  interviews,  skits  and  commentary. 
The  aim  of  the  Coming  Out  collective  is  to  reach  isolated  and  closeted  gays  in  their  homes  and  bting 
them  closer  to  the  gay  community. 

The  programme,  is  open  to  a  wide  range  of  perspectives;  every  gay  organization  in  Vancouver 
is  welcome  to  make  on-air  commentary. 

Coming  Out  is  followed  immediately  by  "The  Lesbian  Show, "  a  half-hour  production  by  another 
collective.  Both  shows  can  be  heard  every  Thursday  evening  beginning  at  6:30,  at  102.7  FM. 

The  Coming  Out  collective  (left  to  right):  front  row  —  Bill  and  Greg;  middle  row  —  Linda,  Jackie 
and  Rk:hard;  back  row  —  Dale,  DovkJ,  David  and  Wendy. D 


Nine  groups  protest 
pro-life  convention 

TORONTO  —  Three  hundred  women 
and  men  from  nine  different  organiza- 
tions marched  through  this  city's  main 
shopping  and  fmancial  district  October  6 
to  rally  for  abortion  rights  in  front  of  the 
Royal  York  Hotel.  The  stodgy  but  pres- 
tigious landmark  was  playing  host  to  a 
pro-life  convention.  Slogans  —  a 
woman's  right  to  choose,  safe  legal 
abortion,  no  forced  sterilization,  every 
child  a  wanted  child  —  provided  a  start- 
ling contrast  to  the  ornate  facade  that 
echoed  them  back. 

"We  know  them  as  The  Right  to 
Life,"  march  organizer  MargMoores 
explained,  "and  we  know  that  they're 
against  abortion.  But  how  many  people 
know  that  the  foetus  fetishists  also  op- 
pose contraception  and  sex  education?" 

"Look  at  their  aggressive  lobbying 
tactics  —  they're  unscrupulous.  They 
manipulate  people  emotionally,"  one 
demonstrator  explained.  "They  arc  the 
prototype  of  the  new  right.  They  are 
highly  organized,  well-funded,  and 
dangerous." 

The  anti-pro-life  protest  had  organized 
rotating  shifts  of  picketers  outside  the 
Royal  York  the  preceding  day.  Both 
events  were  downplayed  by  Toronto 


papers. 

The  demonstration  was  sponsored  by 
the  Ontario  Coalition  of  Rape  Crisis 
Centres,  International  Women's  Day 
Committee,  National  Action  Committee 
on  the  Status  of  Women,  the  Internation- 
al Socialists,  Canadian  Association  for 
Repeal  of  Abortion  Laws,  International 
Campaign  for  Abortion  Rights,  Women 
In  Protest,  Women  on  Watch,  and  the 
Canadian  Women's  Educational  Press.  D 


Change  rights  code 
say  New  Democrats 

Two  provincial  New  Democratic  Parties 
have  made  it  party  policy  to  amend  their 
provincial  Human  Rights  Acts  so  as  to 
prohibit  discrimination  against  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  The  British  Columbia  and 
the  Manitoba  NDP,  at  party  conventions 
in  September,  called  for  the  inclusion  of 
the  term  "sexual  orientation ' '  in  their 
provinces'  human  rights  legislation. 

The  BC  party  also  included  "mentally 
or  physically  handicapped  persons"  in 
their  proposed  changes.  Manitoba  NDP 
members  had  been  trying  since  1974  to 
have  the  change  adopted  as  party  policy, 
but  the  proposal  was  never  dealt  with  as  it 
was  considered  ' '  low  priority . "  n 


Cops  meet  with  gay  community, 
say  tiiey'ii  liait  Hallowe'en  mob 


TORONTO  —  The  police  have  agreed  to 
demands  from  the  gay  community  that 
they  make  efforts  to  stop  the  abuse  and 
violence  directed  at  gay  people  by  the 
mob  that  traditionally  gathers  outside  the 
St  Charles  Tavern  on  Hallowe'en  night . 
Thousands  line  Yonge  Street  each  year 
expecting  a  drag  parade  that  no  longer 
happens. 

The  demands  were  made  at  a  meeting 
October  21  initiated  by  the  Gay  Libera- 
tion Union  (GLU)  and  the  Right  To  Priv- 
acy Committee  (RTPC).  Representatives 
of  the  gay  community,  including  Brian 
Mossop  and  Peter  Maloney  (RTPC), 
Dean  Haynes  (GLU),  Brent  Hawkes 
(MCC),  George  Hislop,  and  bar  opera- 
tors met  police  at  52  Division  head- 
quarters. Also  in  attendance  were  Ward  6 
Alderpersons  Allan  Sparrow  and  Dan 
Heap,  and  Mayor  Sewell's  Community 
Liaison  Officer,  Dan  Leckie.  Deputy 
Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  and  52  Division 
Superintendent  Tom  Keightley  led  the 
police  contingent. 

Gay  representatives  were  chosen  at  a 
public  meeting  called  by  GLU  on  October 
18. 

Gay  spokespersons  were  critical  of  past 
police  efforts  to  control  the  annual  event, 
characterized  by  Mossop  as '  'institution- 
alized queerbashing,  condoned  by  the 
authorities,  which  fosters  and  promotes 
violence  against  gay  people  year  round . ' ' 

The  gay  contingent  demanded  that  the 
police  act  to  prevent  a  crowd  from  form- 
ing outside  the  gay  bar.  In  past  years, 
police  have  blocked  off  pedestrian  traffic 
early  in  the  evening,  forcing  people  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street  where  a  crowd , 
which  quickly  turns  ugly,  begins  to  form . 
They  expect  a  parade  of  homosexuals  and 
transvestites  which  hasn't  occurred  in  the 
past  four  years  because  of  the  increasing 
violence.  The  mob  has  barely  l>een  kept 
under  control  by  the  police,  and  has 
thrown  eggs  and  stones  at  anyone  sus- 
pected of  being  gay.  Gay  people  have 
been  roughed  up,  and  the  front  of  the  St 
Charles  has  been  covered  with  smashed 
eggs.  Last  year,  when  Operation  Jack 
O' Lantern  pressured  the  police  to  act,  a 
record  95  people  were  arrested. 

Superintendent  Keightley,  in  charge  of 
the  ]X>lice  operation  both  this  year  and 
last,  said  the  force  would  do  everything 
possible,  but  insisted  that  problems  had 
arisen  because  the  police  had  been  too 
quickly  outnumbered .  He  said  that  a 
"fall-back  position"  was  required  to  pro- 
tect the  building  if  a  crowd  started 
forming. 

Brent  Hawkes  charged  that  a  similar 
pre-Hallowe'en  meeting  last  year  had 
heard  identical  assurances  from  the 
police,  but  that  in  fact  "after  8  PM  i 

they  made  absolutely  no  effort  to  break 
up  the  crowd,"  which  remained  strong 
until  well  after  midnight.  He  also  stated 
that  some  of  the  officers  had  actually 
joined  in  with  anti-gay  comments  of  their 
own. 

Those  attending  the  meeting  agreed 
that  part  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
annual  hatc-fcst  lies  with  the  media,  par- 
ticularly radio  disc  jockeys  who  hype  the 


event  beforehand.  RTPC  spokesperson 
Peter  Maloney  indicated  that  editors  and 
station  managers  would  be  asked  to  pre- 
vent such  ill-informed  and  destructive 
publicity  this  year. 

Reacting  to  criticism  that  the  police 
had,  in  effect,  condoned  the  anti-gay  vio- 
lence. Deputy  Chief  Ackroyd  said  he  was 
prepared  to  inform  the  media  that  the 
police  would  not  tolerate  the  property 
damage  and  physical  violence  which  has 
characterised  the  event  in  recent  years. 
He  went  on  to  assure  the  gay  representa- 
tives that  lawbreakers  would  be  arrested 
and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

The  police  also  agreed  to  place  more 
officers  in  the  lanes  and  parking  lots  in 
the  area,  have  uniformed  police  on  sub- 
way platforms,  and  alter  traffic  signal 
patterns  on  Yonge  Street  to  keep  both 
pedestrian  and  vehicular  traffic  moving. 
He  said  he  would  remove  any  police 
officers  contributing  to  the  homophobic 
atmosphere  by  making  anti-gay 
comments. 

The  meeting  also  arranged  for  a  special 
liaison  between  the  gay  community  and 
the  police  command  post  in  the  Westbury 
Hotel. 

GLU  spokesperson  Dean  Haynes  said 
self-defence  patrols  would  escort  anyone 
in  drag  through  the  streets,  and  patrol  the 
area  to  prevent  attacks  by  gangs  of  thugs. 
The  patrols  will  be  made  up  of  volunteers 
from  GLU  self-defence  classes,  and  each 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  lawyer. 

Ross  Irwin  D 


Support  code  change 
posties  asic  OFL 

TORONTO  —  The  Toronto  local  of  the 
Canadian  Union  of  Postal  Workers  has 
endorsed  a  resolution  supporting  the 
amending  of  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code  to  include  sexual  orientation.  At  a 
CUPW  meeting  October  14,  the  5,600 
member  local  passed  a  further  resolution 
asking  the  Ontario  Federation  of 
Labour  (OFL)  to  petition  the  Ontario 
government  to  amend  the  code. 

Public  support  from  the  OFL  will  be 
an  important  factor  pressuring  the 
Ontario  government  into  including 
sexual  orientation  in  any  code  revision. 
Supporters  of  the  resolution  are  unsure 
of  OFL  support,  however,  since  its 
Human  Rights  Department  report  last 
year  did  not  deal  with  gay  rights  issues  at 
all. 

CUPW  member  JC  Sullivan  told  TBP 
that,  "Because  of  the  negative  attitude 
towards  gay  issues  at  the  OFL  conven- 
tion in  1978,  I  believe  that  the  Resolu- 
tions Committee  will  not  recommend 
support  for  pro-gay  resolutions." 

Sullivan  is  currently  setting  up  a 
caucus  to  gather  support  for  the  motion 
when  it  is  presented  at  the  OFL  conven- 
tion November  27-30.  All  union  and 
OFL  members  supporting  the  resolution 
arc  asked  to  contact  him  at  Box  5985, 
Stn  A.  Toronto.;  I 
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Publisher  gets  one-year  sentence 
on  charge  of  obstructing  justice 


WINNIPEG  —  Richard  C  Malone,  for- 
mer publisher  of  the  Winnipeg  Free 
Press,  was  sentenced  to  a  year  in  jail 
October  23  by  Provincial  Court  Judge 
Arnold  Conner.  Malone  was  found  guil- 
ty October  2  on  two  charges  of  gross  in- 
decency involving  juvenile  males.  He 
had  previously  pleaded  guilty  to  charges 
of  buggery  and  obstruction  of  justice. 
{TBP,  October)  The  year  in  prison  was 
given  on  the  obstruction  of  justice 
charge. 

Malone  also  received  concurrent  sen- 
tences of  six  months  for  committing  an 
offence  while  on  bail,  one  month  for 
buggery,  and  one  month  for  gross  in- 
decency. 

During  Malone's  trial.  Judge  Conner 
said  he  was  certain  that  the  youths  had 
given  consent  since  they  admitted  to 
having  accepted  money  for  sex  from  30 
to  40  men  in  the  past.  Conner  noted 
"there  was  no  question  in  my  mind  the 
juveniles  consented.  Performing  sexual 
favours  for  board  and  room  and  money 
does  not  necessarily  indicate  immaturity. 
They  saw  it  as  a  means  to  an  end.  Adults 
do  that.  That's  a  materialistic  choice.  It 
was  a  business  decision  for  them." 

The  judge  added  that  the  Criminal 
Code  specifies  that  females  as  young  as 
14  can  lawfully  engage  in  sexual  activity, 
but  there  are  no  similar  provisions  for 
males.  This  amounts  to  an  "anomaly  in 
the  law,"  he  said. 

However,  Conner  said  that,  although 
both  boys  were  confirmed  homosexuals, 
their  age  meant  that  "society  has  not  yet 
accepted  such  sexual  conduct... as  being 
decent  conduct." 

Defence  lawyer  Frank  Allen  com- 
mented that  what  the  judge's  decision 
really  meant  was  that  "Mr  Malone  is  to 
be  punished  for  being  a  homosexual." 

In  the  sentencing  of  Thomas  Breen, 
another  of  the  12  men  arrested  following 
the  Winnipeg  police  investigation.  Judge 
Conner  gave  the  man  conditional 
discharges  and  two-year's  probation  on 


seven  charges  of  gross  indecency.  Con- 
ner remarked  that  "society,  which  has 
not  in  the  past  understood  homosex- 
uality and  has  been  most  intolerant  of 
homosexuals,  has  caused  homosexuals 
to  go  underground,  and  it  therefore  may 
have  unknowingly  created  a  sex  market 
for  these  juveniles." 

Conditional  discharges,  the  judge  felt, 
are  "in  the  best  interests  of  the  accused 
and  not  contrary  to  the  public  interest." 

Alan  McLean  D 

Gays  can  use  centre 
says  new  director 

VANCOUVER  —  The  West  End  Com- 
munity Centre,  which  has  a  history  of 
being  unresponsive  to  the  needs  of  the 
gay  community,  has  apparently  changed 
its  pohcy.  Kevan  Tisshaw,  recently  hired 
as  the  new  Community  Recreation  Co- 
ordinator, told  TBP  October  23  that 
"we  intend  to  respond  to  the  needs  of 
the  whole  community,  and  that  includes 
gay  people." 

Tisshaw  had  met  the  previous  night 
with  representatives  of  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (GATE)  to  discuss  a 
long-simmering  dispute  over  access  to 
the  centre,  and  over  self-defence  classes 
organized  by  GATE  which  the  centre 
had  agreed  to  co-sponsor.  GATE  had 
accused  the  centre  of  backing  down  on 
its  agreement  to  help  publicize  the 
classes.  GATE  member  Rob  Joyce  said 
that  the  centre  had  scrapped  thousands 
of  brochures  which  included  a  notice 
concerning  the  classes,  and  that  those 
given  to  the  public  had  the  words  "Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  Self-Defence 
Workshop"  crossed  out  with  a  felt  pen. 
Only  the  word  GATE  remained  in  the 
text.  "Not  everyone  in  Vancouver 
knows  what  GATE  stands  for,"  Joyce 
said.  As  well,  the  brochure  noted  only 
that  the  classes  were  for  men  and 
women,  not  lesbians  and  gay  men  as  had 
been  promised.  "It's  an  attempt  to  keep 
us  closeted,"  he  said. 

Tisshaw  agreed  there  had  been  some 
dispute  over  whom  the  classes  were  de- 
signed for.  "In  future,"  he  said,  "we'll 
reach  an  agreement  on  the  wording  be- 
fore anything  is  released."  Because  of 
the  problems,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
classes  should  be  cancelled,  and  new 
ones  set  up  for  late  November  so  there 
would  be  time  to  advertise  them  as  being 
directed  towards  the  gay  and  lesbian 
communities.  Joyce  said  he  was  gener- 
ally pleased  with  the  results  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  that  Tisshaw  "seemed  fairly 
responsive."  He  added,  however,  that 
"a  real  change  in  policy  would  have  to 
come  through  the  board  of  directors." 

According  to  GATE,  the  board  has 
been  consistently  hostile  since  the  centre 
opened  three  years  ago.  In  December 
1977  four  board  members  walked  out  of 
a  meeting  in  order  to  avoid  dealing  with 
an  application  from  GATE  to  use  the 
centre  to  host  an  annual  conference. 
Letters  from  GATE  have  gone  unan- 
swered, and  an  application  to  hold  a  gay 


cultural  festival  there  was  rejected  on  the 
basis  that  "to  give  space  to  an  exclusive- 
ly gay  or  lesbian  event  would  further  dis- 
criminate against  gays  and  isolate  them." 

The  centre  finally  did  allow  the  festi- 
val to  take  place  September  30,  but  only 
after  being  pressured  into  doing  so  by 
the  Parks  Board,  the  municipal  organi- 
zation responsible  for  funding  the 
centre.  The  official  apparently  said  it 
would  have  been  discriminatory  not  to 
allow  GATE  to  hold  the  festival  there. 
The  centre  charged  GATE  $200,  how- 
ever, and  most  organizations  are  allowed 
free  access.  GATE  paid  the  fee  under 
protest. 

Tisshaw  would  not  comment  on  board 
policy  before  his  hiring,  but  emphasized 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  the 
centre  would  be  open  to  the  gay  com- 
munity from  now  on.D 


Student  may  article 
despite  raid  cliarge 

TORONTO  —  The  admissions  commit- 
tee of  The  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada 
has  decided  not  to  bar  Toronto  gay  activ- 
ist and  law  student  Peter  Maloney  from 
becoming  a  student  member  of  the 
Society  and  completing  his  legal  training. 

Maloney  had  informed  the  Law 
Society  he  had  been  found  guilty  in  1977 
on  a  charge  of  keeping  a  common  bawdy 
house,  and  a  hearing  was  held  September 
1 8  to  consider  his  eligibility  to  article  (an 
apprenticeship  year  prior  to  being  called 
to  the  Bar)  and  enroll  in  the  Bar  Admis- 
sion Course. 

A  criminal  conviction  on  an  indictable 
charge  often  prevents  a  person  from 
being  admitted  as  a  lawyer . 

Chairperson  Laura  Legge  announced 
the  hearing's  decision  that  Maloney 
would  be  permitted  to  enrol  in  the  Bar 
Admission  Course  notwithstanding  the 
criminal  charge. 

The  guilty  finding  on  the  bawdy  house 
charge  arose  out  of  a  police  raid  on  the 
Club  Baths  in  Ottawa,  at  a  time  when 
Maloney  was  the  Baths'  general  manager. 
In  November,  1977,  Provincial  Court 
Judge  Bernard  Ryan  gave  Maloney  a  con- 
ditional discharge,  required  him  to  with- 
draw from  his  involvement  in  the  Ottawa 
baths,  and  placed  him  on  probation  for  a 
year.D 

Gay  WVr  car  colour 
says  library  head 

TORONTO  —  Sexual  preference  is  a 
"personal  choice  matter"  on  a  par  with 
automobile  colour,  according  to  J  S  Rid- 
out,  chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Tor- 
onto Library  Board.  Ridout  made  that 
statement  in  a  letter  explaining  why  the 
Board  has  continued  to  resist  union  re- 
quests to  include  "sexual  orientation"  in 
the  no-discrimination  clause  of  its  con- 
tract. 

The  letter  was  sent  to  individuals  who 
had  written  Ridout  complaining  of  the 
Board's  policy. 

CUPE  Local  1582  has  asked  every 
year  since  1974  to  have  a  contractual 
guarantee  that  lesbian  and  gay  workers 


will  not  be  discriminated  against  in 
hiring  and  promotion.  The  Board  has 
steadfastly  refused,  although  a  "letter  of 
intent"  stating  no  such  discrimination 
would  occur  was  affixed  to  the  1979  con- 
tract. 

Ridout's  letter  said  "the  ...  Board  has 
not  discriminated  in  the  past,  nor  has  it 
any  intention  of  discriminating  in  the  fu- 
ture, against  homosexual  or 
heterosexual  employees." 

As  local  1582  President  Rob  Laycock 
noted,  "If  they  have  that  policy,  why 
don't  they  make  it  official  by  putting  it 
in  the  contract?" 

When  TBP  suggested  to  Ridout  that 
gay  people  might  be  offended  by  having 
their  sexual  natures  compared  to  some- 
thing as  trivial  as  automobile  colour,  he 
said  he  "hoped  they  wouldn't  be  offend- 
ed. It  was  the  best  thing  that  came  to 
mind  when  I  wrote  the  letter.  To  my 
mind,  sexual  preference  is  not  the  same 
as  sex  or  race.  Those  can't  be  chosen, 
but  sexual  orientation,  or  being  public 
about  it,  can  be." 

Asked  what  the  Board's  central 
objection  was,  Ridout  said  they  were  a- 
fraid  that  someone  fired  for  legitimate 
reasons  would  claim  it  was  for  reasons 
of  his  or  her  sexual  orientation.  "Even  if 
they  weren't  gay,"  he  said,  "they  could 
always  claim  they  were  and  say  that  was 
the  reason.  And  how  do  you  prove 
someone  is  or  isn't  gay?" 

Ridout  say  the  letter  of  intent  should 
be  sufficient  protection,  though  he 
agreed  that  it  had  no  legal  status. 

Gerald  HannonD 


TBP  asks  court 
to  return  materials 

TORONTO  —  Pink  Triangle  Press,  the 
non-profit  publisher  of  The  Body  Politic, 
will  seek  a  court  order  October  26  to 
force  the  Crown  to  return  papers  seized 
during  a  police  raid  on  its  office  Decem- 
ber 30,  1977. 

Although  the  Press  and  its  officers 
were  exonerated  February  14  on  a 
charge  of  using  the  mails  to  transmit 
immoral,  indecent  or  scurrilous  matter, 
the  Crown  still  has  most  of  the  docu- 
ments seized  by  police,  including  a  list  of 
subscribers'  names  and  addresses.  In  the 
raid,  police  carried  off  twelve  cartons  of 
papers.  None  of  the  material  was  intro- 
duced into  court  during  the  trial,  and 
Pink  Triangle  Press  lawyer  Clayton 
Ruby  says  there  is  no  legal  precedent  for 
the  withholding,  after  acquittal,  of 
property  never  introduced  as  evidence 
during  a  trial. 

A  very  small  portion  of  the  seized 
material  (mostly  books  from  the  Press' 
book  service)  was  returned  in  May.  The 
Crown  has  appealed  the  acquittal,  and 
now  says  it  is  hanging  on  to  the  docu- 
ments in  case  the  Court  of  Appeals  or- 
ders a  new  trial.  A  date  for  the  appeal 
has  not  yet  been  set. 

If  the  Press  application  for  the  court 
order  succeeds,  the  Crown  would  be  ob- 
liged to  return  the  material  to  the  cor- 
poration's office  at  24  Duncan  Street. 
The  Crown,  however,  would  have  a  30- 
day  period  during  which  they  could 
appeal  any  such  decision.  D 
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Where's  the  flaming  sword?  Jonas  Goldstein  reflects  on  being  evicted  from  Eden. 


No  fags  in  Eden 
says  health  food  nut 

VANCOUVER  —  The  owner /manager 
of  the  Back  to  Eden  health  food  store  has 
told  an  openly  gay  man  applying  for  a  job 
that  "we  don't  hire  fags  here."  The  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE)  spon- 
sored a  picket  September  29,  protesting 
the  discriminatory  hiring  practices  of  the 
Fourth  Avenue  health  food  outlet. 

The  incident  began  September  1 9  when 
manager  CUf  ford  Morris  told  job  appli- 
cant Jonas  Goldstein  he  would  not  be 
given  the  job  because  he  was  a  "fag." 
Later,  when  members  of  the  "Coming 
Out"  Gay  Radio  Collective  turned  up  to 
investigate  the  incident,  Morris  ordered 
them  off  the  premises,  saying  "If  you're 
fags  then  you  can  just  get  out.  We  don't 
want  your  kind  around." 

During  the  picket,  Morris  told  repor- 
ters, ' '  Regarding  the  matter  of  human 
rights,  I  can  hire  who  I  like  and  my  pref- 
erence is  for  straight  people. ' ' 

Although  GATE  has  lodged  a  com- 
plaint with  the  BC  Human  Rights  Branch, 
an  official  has  said  that  the  store  is  guilty 
of  discrimination  "in  principle,  but  not  in 
law.  Sexual  orientation  is  not  included  in 
the  BC  Human  Rights  Code.  As  well,  in 
this  case  the  job  was  neither  advertised 
nor  posted." 

GATE  spokesperson  Rob  Joyce  said 
the  picket  has  had  some  effect.  "People 
have  called  to  tell  us  they're  boycotting 
the  store,"  he  said,  "and  a  women's 
wholesale  food  collective  has  decided  to 
stop  deliveries  for  the  time  being. " 

Back  to  Eden  has  since  posted  the  job 
for  which  Goldstein  applied.  D 


"Festival  Of  Love" 
raises  church  funds 

TORONTO  —  Metropolitan  Commun- 
ity Church  of  Toronto  held  a  "Festival  of 
Love"  attended  by  Troy  Perry,  founder 
ofthe  Universal  Fellowship  of  Metro- 
politan Community  Churches,  and  Freda 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  Metropolitan 


Community  Church  of  Sacramento, 
California. 

The  September  29-30  weekend 
included  a  fund  raising  banquet  which 
gathered  $5,300  to  defray  expenses,  and 
to  contribute  towards  MCC  Toronto's 
building  fund.  At  the  banquet  MCC  pres- 
ented Certificates  of  Appreciation  for 
services  in  the  human  rights  field  to  Mar- 
garet Campbell,  Liberal  MPP  for  St 
George,  and  to  George  Hislop,  long-time 
Toronto  gay  activist.  Also  receiving 
awards,  but  unable  to  be  present  at  the 
banquet,  were  Toronto  Mayor  John 
Sewell  and  John  Damien. 

Workshops  led  by  Perry  and  Smith, 
worship  services  and  a  dance  were  also 
part  of  the  festivities.  About  600  people 
attended  the  various  events  over  the 
weekend. 

While  in  Toronto,  Perry  and  Smith 
made  several  media  appearances,  includ- 
ing a  half-hour  stint  on  the  nationally 
broadcast  CBC  programme,  Canada 
AM.D 

Cops  raid  sex  shop 

MONTREAL  —  City  police,  claiming  to 
be  acting  on  written  instructions  from 
Quebec  Justice  Minister  Marc-Andrd 
Bedard,  raided  Le  Priape  Sexshop 
October  1 7 .  Most  ofthe  material  seized 
would  have  been  used  in  S&M  activity. 

Shop  owner  Claude  Leblanc  was 
charged  with  the  distribution  of  obscene 
material  under  Section  1 59  of  the  Crim- 
inal Code.  The  maximum  penalty  is  two 
years  in  jail. 

Leblanc  said  the  police  told  him  they 
were  raiding  other  retail  outlets  in  the 
city,  though  TBP  has  been  unable  to  con- 
firm this. 

Le  Priape  has  also  experienced  increas- 
ing difficulty  lately  with  Canada  Cus- 
toms. Officials  have  been  particularly  dil- 
igent in  stoppinggay  material,  including 
innocuous  gay  travel  guides.  Three  times 
in  the  past  year  and  a  half,  shipments  of 
poppers  have  been  seized  and  held.  The 
latest  consignment  was  also  stopped,  but 
finally  released  early  in  October. 

Leblanc  says  he  is  going  to  Quebec 
Superior  Court  October  3 1  to  challenge 
Canada  Customs  on  the  poppers  issue.  1  1 


Group  home  denied  licence, 
but  pledges  to  continue  operating 


TORONTO  —  The  gay  group  home  Tri- 
Aid  has  been  refused  registration  as  a 
boarding  home  under  the  Children's 
Boarding  Homes  Act. 

In  a  badly  written  and  sometimes 
incomprehensible  decision,  the  Day 
Nurseries  Review  Board  decided 
September  27  to  "order  the  Registrar  to 
refuse  to  register  as  aforesaid . ' '  Although 
an  appeal  is  possible,  Tri-Aid  lawyer 
Margot  Hallman  told  TBP  that  an  appeal 
is  not  planned.  "The  expense  would  be 
enormous,"  she  said,  "and  it  would  be  a 
very  difficult  case.  I  discussed  it  with  the 
Tri-Aid  staff  and  we  decided  an  appeal 
would  not  be  wise  right  now . ' ' 

The  decision  brought  to  an  end  over 
two  years  of  waiting  on  Tri- Aid's  part 
and  bureaucratic  manoeuvring  on  the 
government's.  During  that  period,  the 
home  operated  as  a  boardinghouse,  and 
had  about  35  boarders  of  various  ages  in 
residence.  If  Tri-Aid  had  been  successful 
in  getting  registered,  social  service  agen- 
cies would  have  been  able  to  refer  young 
people  there,  and  their  expenses  would 
have  been  covered . 

Both  the  hearings  and  the  final  decision 
were  characterized  by  a  general  hand- 
wringing  concerning  "the  great  need"  for 
the  kind  of  service  Tri- Aid  was 
attempting  to  provide.  The  Review 
Board,  in  fact,  went  so  far  as  to  commend 
the  Board  of  Tri-Aid  for  "initiative  and 
courage,"  and  their  "considerable 
personal  sacrifice."  However,  they  con- 
cluded "that  the  staff  of  Tri-Aid  House 
were  not  sufficiently  or  appropriately 
quahfied  to  offer  residential  care  to 
young  people. .  .experiencing. . .problems 
in  their  sexual  orientation. ' ' 

The  board's  decision  has  said  that 
'  'symptoms  of  disturbance  or  illness  may 
be  masked  by  homosexual  behaviour, 
and . .  .homosexuality  often  co-exists  with 
symptoms  of  emotional  and  mental  dis- 
turbances." As  a  result,  they  said,  caring 
for  such  people  would  require  "the 


utmost  professional  competence  and  sub- 
stantial program  resources . ' ' 

According  to  Tri- Aid's  lawyer,  "what 
the  board  is  saying  is  that  a  chnical  envir- 
onment is  necessary,  and  of  course  by 
that  standard,  the  Tri-Aid  staff  is  not 
quahfied.  But  that's  where  the  decision  is 
biased.  No  other  group  home  in  this  prov- 
ince is  required  to  have  the  high-powered 
cUnical  resources  that  the  government  is 
saying  Tri-Aid  should  have . ' ' 

The  decision  also  described  Tri-Aid 's 
programme  as"simplisticand 
inconsistent,"  although  it  had  been 
praised  by  two  witnesses,  psychiatrists 
Frank  Sommers  and  Susan  Bradley.  It 
had  been  criticized  by  Dr  Jerry  Cooper, 
however,  and  the  board  tended  to  accept 
the  testimony  of  government  witnesses. 
"They  cited  two  cases  where  placement 
had  not  been  entirely  successful,"  Hall- 
man  said,  "but  they  entirely  ignored  two 
positive  situations  that  I  brought  out  in 
evidence." 

Tri-Aid  Director  Doug  Chin  told  TBP 
that  he  found  the  decision ' '  very  disap- 
pointing, but  at  least  we  have  everybody 
saying  that  the  service  is  needed.  And  we 
made  a  lot  of  friends  in  the  social  service 
agencies.  We're  still  optimistic  that  some- 
thing will  come  out  of  this . " 

He  said  that  Tri-Aid  staff  would  be 
meeting  with  Ministry  of  Community  and 
Social  Service  officials  October  30. 
"We're  going  to  discuss  various  ways  of 
providing  the  service,"  he  said  "Whether 
Tri-Aid  does  it  or  not,  we  want  to  see  it 
happen.  We  could  look  for  facilities  else- 
where, for  example,  and  Tri-Aid  could 
serve  in  a  consulting  capacity .  But  gay 
kids  shouldn't  be  locked  out  on  the 
streets." 

There  are  two  young  men  staying  at 
Tri-Aid  now  on  a  room  and  board  basis. 
One  is  a  found-in  from  the  Hot  Tub  Club 
raid,  the  other  says  he  was  beaten  up  by 
the  police  and  has  no  place  to  go.  One  is 
nineteen,  the  other  seventeen. 

Gerald  HannonH 


Future  Imperfect:  Tn-Aid  founder  Doug  Chin  says  the  group  home  will  continue  despite  their 
licence  rejection .      
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Minorities  join  in  City  Hall  rally 
to  protest  racism,  police  violence 


TORONTO  —  An  estimated  1500 
people,  representing  a  broad  range  of 
ethnic  and  racial  minorities,  marched 
from  City  Hall  to  a  demonstration  in 
front  of  the  provincial  legislature 
October  14,  protesting  "increased  racism 
and  police  violence. ' '  At  City  Hall, 
speakers  addressed  the  crowd,  which 
included  several  hundred  gays,  and  stres- 
sed the  need  for  cooperation  in  the  face  of 
increasing  police  violence.  Later  in  the 
rally,  however,  thesenseof  solidarity  was 
strained  when  some  organizers  attempted 
to  prevent  Brent  Hawkes,  a  scheduled  gay 
speaker,  from  addressing  the  crowd . 
Despite  the  opposition,  Hawkes  man- 
aged to  speak  of  the  common  problems 
that  gays  and  racial  groups  have  with 
Metro  Toronto  Police. 

At  the  rally,  demonstrators  called  for 
the  institution  of  a  civilian  review  board 
with  ethnic  representation  to  review  com- 
plaints against  police,  and  demanded  the 
resignations  of  Police  Commissioners 
Phil  Givens  and  Paul  Godfrey,  and 
Police  Chief  Harold  Adamson. 

At  the  City  Hall  rally  preceding  the 
march,  violence  broke  out  between  the 
crowd  and  members  of  a  small  counter- 
demonstration  of  "white  power" 
advocates.  One  member  of  the  right-wing 
group,  dressed  in  a  gorilla  costume  and 
holding  a  banana  in  his  hand ,  carried  a 
placard  with  the  slogan,  "I  Demand 
Equal  Rights  Too."  Police  intervened  in 
the  fighting  and  the  main  rally  was  not 
significantly  disturbed. 

The  unity  of  the  demonstration  itself, 
however,  was  marred  by  attempts  of  the 
Canadian  Party  of  Labour  (CPL)  to  pre- 
vent MCC  Pastor  Brent  Hawkes  from 
speaking  on  behalf  of  the  gay  community . 

At  an  earlier  meeting  to  plan  the  dem- 
onstration, CPL  member  Mike  Smith 
had  opposed  gay  participation,  and  Sikh 
leaders  (major  organizers  of  the  event) 
expressed  reservations  on  the  matter. 
However,  black  leaders  argued  strongly 
for  including  gays,  and  it  was  later  de- 
cided that  a  gay  person  could  deliver  a 
message  of  solidarity  on  behalf  of  the 
PoUce  Minorities  Working  Group,  at  the 
same  time  speaking  on  police  repression 
of  gays. 


When  Hawkes  moved  to  address  the 
demonstration,  however,  both  Smith  and 
Sikh  leader  Kuldip  Singh  Samra  again  ob- 
jected, and  advised  him  to  "tone  down" 
the  gay  content  of  his  speech . 

When  Samra  pressed  Hawkes  during 
his  speech  about  the  length  of  time  he  was 
taking,  Hawkes  finally  told  the  demon- 
strators that  attempts  were  being  made  to 
prevent  him  from  speaking,  but  that 
nonetheless,  he  intended  to  inform  the 
crowd  about  police  repression  of  gays. 
The  crowd  responded  favourably  to 
Hawkes's  remarks,  and  after  the  demon- 
stration he  was  approached  by  black 
leaders  who  again  were  very  supportive  of 
gay  participation. 

Contacted  after  the  march,  Sikh  leader 
Samra  stated  he  had  no  intention  of  dis- 
criminating against  gays,  but  that 
Hawkes's  speech  had  gone  on  too  long. 
ReforMetro  member  Liz  White,  active  in 
planning  the  demonstration,  stressed  that 
in  her  view  the  Sikh  community  was  not 
necessarily  opposed  to  working  with 
gays.  "I've  spoken  to  a  number  of  Sikhs," 
she  said,  "and  they're  not  necessarily 
anti-gay.  They  just  haven't  considered 
the  issue  until  now. " 

TBP  was  unable  to  contact  CPL 
member  Mike  Smith.  Sources  say  the 
group  is  homophobic. 

Hawkes  was  clearly  upset  by  the  oppo- 
sition to  a  visible  gay  presence  in  the  dem- 
onstration, but  felt  very  positive  about 
having  spoken.  He  added  that  he  was  en- 
couraged by  the  support  of  black  leaders 
and  by  the  large  turnout  of  gays. '  'This 
was  the  first  time  we've  been  able  to  speak 
before  some  of  these  groups , ' '  he  said . 
"We  won't  get  anywhere  if  we  limit  our- 
selves to  groups  that  support  us  already . ' ' 

Robert  Trow  D 

Got  a  hot 
news  tip? 

If  you  have  a  lead 

on  a  news  story, 

and  the  community  should  know 

about  it,  give  us  a  call. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 

TBP  NEWSLINE:  863-6320 


Two  police  charged 
in  Johnson  Idlling 

TORONTO  —  The  arrest  September  28 
of  Metro  Police  Constables  William 
Inglis  and  Walter  Cagnelli  on  charges  of 
manslaughter  has  done  little  to  better 
police-minority  relations  in  this  city.  The 
men  were  charged  in  connection  with  the 
shooting  of  Albert  Johnson,  a  black 
Jamaican  immigrant.  The  Working 
Group  on  Police-Minority  Relations  had 
called  for  the  laying  of  charges  after 
Johnson  was  killed  in  his  home  in  late 
August  (TfiP,  October). 

A  week  after  the  charges  were  laid, 
however,  a  coroner' s  jury  exonerated  the 
constable  who  shot  Buddy  Evans  during  a 
tavern  brawl  last  summer .  The  j ury  ruled 
that  the  shooting  was  not  racially  motiva- 
ted. Nonetheless,  the  jury  did  call  for  spe- 
cial training  in  racial  and  public  relations 
for  police,  and  the  establishment  of  an  in- 
dependent bureau  to  investigate 
complaints. 

Police  have  reacted  strongly  to  claims 
of  racism,  and  have  attacked  Mayor  John 
Sewell  for  his  criticism  of  police  violence . 
At  a  police  rally  September  30,  more 
than  2,000  officers  voted  non-confidence 
in  the  mayor,  and  pledged  material  and 
moral  support  for  the  two  officers 
charged  in  the  Johnson  killing.  The  mo- 
tion surprised  Sewell,  who  said  his  criti- 
cisms have  always  been  directed  at  the 
Police  Commission,  not  rank  and  file 
members.  When  Sewell  asked  to  speak 
to  pohce  association  members,  the  asso- 
ciation refused. 

In  an '  'Open  Letter  to  Metro  Police' ' 
printed  after  the  rally,  Toronto  Star 
columnist  David  Lewis  Stein  criticized 
them  for  their  intolerant  attitude  to  the 
mayor,  stating:  "I  suspect  you  are  mad  at 
(Sewell)  more  because  of  what  he  has  said 
on  behalf  of  Metro  homosexuals  than  be- 
cause of  anything  that  has  happened  in 
the  Johnson  case." 

When  told  of  Stein's  comment,  Sewell 
expressed  surprise:  "The  idea  hadn't 
occurred  to  me.  ..it's  not  impossible,  but  I 
have  no  information  which  would  lead 
metobehevethat." 

Sewell  was  still  "optimistic' '  about 
improving  police-minority  relations,  but 
added  that  "Canadian  society  is  not  used 
to  talking  about  police  in  a  critical 
way."n 

Woman  wins  appeal 
after  job  dismissal 

TORONTO  —  Ontario's  highest  court 
has  ruled  that  a  woman  may  not  be  dis- 
missed from  her  job  solely  because  of  her 
sex,  and  that  someone  in  this  situation 
may  bypass  the  Human  Rights  Commis- 
sion and  sue  her  former  employer  directly 
for  damages  for  wrongful  dismissal. 

Madam  Justice  Bertha  Wilson,  the 
only  woman  sitting  on  the  Ontario  Court 
of  Appeal,  ruled  September  26  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Ontario  was  wrong  to 
have  struck  out  Joan  Macdonald's  claim 
against  her  former  employer. 

Macdonald,  a  former  secretary  /  book- 
keeper for  a  company  in  Stoney  Creek , 
near  Hamilton,  called  "Stan  Rowe  the 


Mover,"  had  tried  to  sue  her  former 
employer,  alleging  that  she  had  performed 
her  duties  competently  but  was  dismissed 
because  her  boss  "wanted  a  man  to  re- 
place her." 

Mr  Justice  Griffiths,  of  the  Ontario 
Supreme  Court,  had  struck  out  her  claim, 
holding  that  dismissal  on  the  basis  of 
one's  sex  was  not  wrongful  under  British 
common  law.  The  only  course  of  action 
available  to  a  victim  of  such  discrim- 
ination, he  said,  was  to  file  a  complaint 
with  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Commission. 

Macdonald  and  her  lawyer,  Harry 
Kopyto,  appealed  and  won.  Macdonald 
was  awarded  costs  of  the  proceedings  in 
both  courts.  The  case  has  yet  to  come  to 
trial  on  its  merits,  however.  Macdonald 
still  has  to  prove  in  court  that  the  facts  she 
is  alleging  are  true,  that  she  suffered  dam- 
ages as  a  result  of  her  dismissal,  and  how 
much  she  should  be  awarded.  She  is  also 
asking  for  a  declaration  that  the  dismissal 
was  wrongful,  and  for  an  order  reinstat- 
ing her  in  her  job. 

PaulTrollopeD 

Metro  dodges,  again 

TORONTO  —  For  the  second  time,  a 
committee  of  Metro  Toronto  Council 
has  sidestepped  a  gay  rights  issue. 

Gay  leaders  immediately  accused  Met- 
ro Chairman  Paul  Godfrey  of  continu- 
ing his  fight  against  gay  rights  on  behalf 
of  the  provincial  government.  Godfrey, 
a  Conservative  Party  member  with  close 
ties  to  Queen's  Park,  has  consistently 
opposed  gay  rights  in  Metro. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislation  and 
Licensing  Committee  on  October  23, 
gay  leaders  asked  that  Metro  Council 
and  its  representatives  on  local  boards 
clarify  their  position  with  respect  to  pro- 
tections based  on  sexual  orientation. 
The  gay  leaders,  representing  the  Right 
to  Privacy  Committee  and  the  Associa- 
tion of  Gay  Electors  (AGE),  also  asked 
the  committee  to  recommend  that  Metro 
Council  go  on  record  in  support  of  "sex- 
ual orientation"  in  the  provincial  human 
rights  code. 

Several  committee  members  spoke  for 
the  gay  resolution.  Alderperson  Allan 
Sparrow  amended  it  to  ask  Metro  Coun- 
cil to  pass  the  same  non-discrimination 
policy  that  the  Toronto  City  Council 
approved  in  1973. 

Alderperson  Pat  Sheppard  introduced 
an  additional  resolution  calling  for  the 
amending  of  Metro's  licensing  bylaws  to 
prevent  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

On  a  motion  from  Godfrey,  however, 
the  committee  sent  the  resolution  to  a 
Management  Subcommittee,  with  no 
time  frame  for  action. 

"The  province,  acting  through  its 
local  'governor,'  is  obviously  attempting 
to  prevent  any  Metro  Council  recom- 
mendations regarding  sexual  orienta- 
tion," charged  AGE  President  Tom 
Warner  after  Godfrey's  motion  succeed- 
ed. 

Last  June,  Metro's  Executive  Com- 
mittee referred  a  similar  resolution  to  the 
Personnel  and  Legal  Departments  for 
study.  No  action  has  yet  been  evident. 

Robert  Trow  D 


14/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


NOVEMBER  1979 


Down  MemoiY  Lane 

Remember  Staff  Sgt  Tom  Moclair?  The 
cop  with  the  exemplary  record  who 
wrote  the  column  entitled  "The  Homo- 
sexual Fad"  in  the  March  '79  issue  of 
the  Metro  Police  Association  magazine, 
News  and  Views?  Well,  Canadian  Gay 
Archivist  James  Fraser  recently  stum- 
bled upon  an  October  1968  news  clipp- 
ing from  the  Toronto  Star,  showing  Mo- 
clair again  giving  gays  a  piece  of  his 
mind  —  this  time  with  fists,  not  words. 

The  story  reported  a  damage  suit  filed 
against  Moclair  by  a  man  who  claimed 
he  lost  the  sight  of  his  left  eye  when  he 
was  struck  by  Moclair.  The  incident  had 
occurred  two  years  earlier  while  Moclair 
was  escorting  the  man  from  the  St 
Charles  Tavern  on  Hallowe'en. 

Moc\a.\x'Si  News  and  Views  column 
was  particularly  critical  of  drag  queens. 

During  the  public  outrage  over  the 
column,  police  maintained  that 
Moclair's  record  on  gays  had  been  clear 
to  that  point.  Of  course,  memory  does 
fade  after  1 1  years.  News  print,  how- 
ever, does  not.  D 


Victim  a  queerbasher 
in  parte  slaying 

CALGARY  —  Two  men  have  been 
charged  following  the  murder  September 
22  of  22-year-old  Thomas  Earl  Nash.  He 
was  killed  in  Central  Memorial  Park,  a 
popular  gay  cruising  area  frequented  by 
hustlers. 

Brian  Christopher  Hawkurst,  20,  and 
Greg  Paul  Spencer,  19,  were  charged  with 
second  degree  murder  following  their 
arrest  in  Penticton,  BC,  four  days  after 


the  slaying.  No  date  has  been  set  for  the 
preliminary  hearing  into  the  charges. 

Nash,  who  died  in  a  city  hospital  after 
being  slashed  in  the  throat  with  a  broken 
bottle,  was  apparently  one  of  three 
straight  men  who  had  been  abusing  gay 
men  in  the  park .  it  is  believed  they  may 
have  hassled  Hawkurst  and  Spencer,  who 
turned  on  them  and  chased  them.  Police 
allege  that  Hawkurst  and  Spencer  caught 
up  with  Nash  and  killed  him. 

The  incident  took  place  in  a  laneway 
leading  out  of  the  park,  which  ironically, 
was  well  lit  by  a  floodlight  installed  at 
police  request  the  previous  month,  pre- 
sumably to  discourage  homosexual 
activity  in  the  area.  D 

Tory  gets  discharge, 
paper  claims  bias 

TORONTO  —  A  Toronto  alderperson 
sentenced  October  4  to  a  conditional 
discharge  and  three  months'  probation 
for  common  assault,  a  charge  arising  out 
of  a  washroom  incident  at  the  Royal 
York  Hotel  {TBP.  September),  says  the 
experience  was  "totally  terrifying.  I 
hope  you  never  have  to  be  terrified  like 
that." 

But  Toronto  Sun  columnists  Claire 
Hoy  and  John  Downing  continue  to 
insist  there  has  been  a  cover-up  in  the 
case  and  have  been  attacking  Attorney- 
General  Roy  McMurtry  for  failing  to 
conduct  a  full  investigation. 

The  charge  allegedly  arose  out  of  what 
the  press  originally  referred  to  as  "a 
homosexual  incident"  at  the  Royal  York 
Hotel. 

On  October  12  Hoy  devoted  his  entire 
column  to  McMurtry's  refusal,  when 
questioned  in  the  legislature  by  Liberal 
justice  critic  Alf  Stong,  to  answer  spec- 


ific questions  about  the  matter.  NDP 
justice  critic  David  Warner  also 
expressed  his  concern  about  the  case  in  a 
letter  to  McMurtry. 

In  the  October  19  Sun,  McMurtry  was 
reported  as  having  accused  opposition 
MPPs  of  trying  to  make  political  hay 
out  of  the  controversy,  in  that  the  alder- 
person's  father  formerly  was  a  Tory 
MPP. 

McMurtry  said  "there's  no  need  to 
pursue  the  matter,  as  we're  not  inter- 
>  ested  in  investigating  things  of  this 
nature." 

Paul  TrollopeD 


Growing 


Gay  Calgary,  the  publication  of  Gay  In- 
formation and  Resources  Calgary,  is 
changing  its  name  December  1  to  Gay 
Horizons.  Gay  Calgary  is  in  its  third 
year  of  publication,  and  in  its  new  for- 
mat hopes  to  give  added  coverage  to 
wider  provincial  and  national  news. 

Plans  are  in  the  works  to  start  a  new 
gay  group  in  Medicine  Hat.  Until  a  pos- 
tal box  becomes  available,  GIRC,  Box 
2715,  Stn  M,  Calgary  T2P  3CI  will  for- 
ward mail  to  the  new  group. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Students  of  Ottawa 
was  formed  recently  to  bring  gay 
students  together  and  to  give  them  a 
higher  profile  in  the  community.  Most 
of  the  members  are  from  the  University 
of  Ottawa. 

A  Tore  to  chapter  of  Rock  Against 
Racism  has  been  formed  recently.  The 
group  encourages  the  use  of  music  to 
fight  oppression  and  intolerance.  For 
more  information,  call  Dave,  463-0786. 

Flag  —  Fredericton  Lesbians  and 
Gays,  had  its  first  meeting  October  10. 
A  post  office  box  address  and  phone  ser- 
vice will  be  announced  in  November.  D 


Offer  of  a  drink 
gets  man  charged 

TORONTO  —  A  young  Toronto  man 
reports  that  two  plainclothes  police  offi- 
cers entrapped  him  as  he  sat  on  a  street 
bench  August  23.  The  entrappers  have 
been  identified  as  52  Division  plain- 
clothes officers  John  Tinkler  and 
Lorraine  Wilkin. 

Tinkler  is  described  as  being  bearded, 
about  5'  11",  muscular,  with  brown 
hair,  and  about  27  years  old. 

Wilkin  is  described  as  short,  thin,  with 
long  blonde  hair  and  about  30  years  of 
age. 

According  to  the  man.  Tinkler  ap- 
proached him  as  he  was  sitting  on  a 
bench  on  the  south  side  of  Grosvenor 
Street  near  the  back  door  of  the  St  Char- 
les Tavern  at  about  1 1 :30  pm. 

Tinkler  sat  down  on  the  bench  and 
asked  the  man  whether  the  St  Charles 
was  busy.  He  steered  the  conversation 
toward  drugs  and  then  asked  the  man  if 
he  was  a  hustler.  The  man  replied  that  he 
was  not,  but  had  been  a  hustler  at  one 
time. 

Finally,  the  man  invited  Tinkler  back 
to  his  home  for  a  drink  and  Tinkler  of- 
fered to  drive  there  in  his  car.  As  they 
approached  the  car.  Tinkler  identified 
himself  as  a  police  officer  and  placed  the 
man  under  arrest.  They  were  joined  by 
Wilkin,  whom  the  man  recognized  as  a 
woman  he  had  seen  sitting  in  a  doorway 
across  the  street  from  the  bench  on 
Grosvenor. 

The  two  officers  drove  the  man  home, 
where  he  picked  up  some  identification, 
and  then  took  him  to  52  Division,  where 
he  was  charged  with  counselling  to  com- 
mit an  indecent  act.  D 


OUR  TIME  HAS  COME! 


Seven  years  of  work  by  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Ontario  is 
rapidly  coming  to  a  head.  The  legal  protection  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  recommended  by  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission Report,  Life  Together,  may  soon  be  up  for  grabs. 


On  June  18,  the  cabinet  minister  responsible  for  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  announced  that  a  revised  Code  "will  be 
introduced  to  this  legislature,  probably  early  in  the  Fall." 
"Sexual  orientation"  has  an  excellent  chance  of  being  includ- 
ed in  the  new  Code.  Because  Ontario  has  a  minority  govern- 
ment, there  is  a  very  real  possibility  of  amending  the  new 
Code  in  Committee,  even  in  the  government  doesn't  include 


"sexual  orientation"  when  it  first  presents  the  bill  to  the  Leg- 
islature. 

The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Committee  of  the  Coalition 
for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  has  been  organized  to 
undertake  an  extensive  six-month  campaign  to  get  "sexual 
orientation"  included.  Everyone's  help  is  needed.  Help  get 
your  community  involved!  With  your  help,  six  months  from 
now,  lesbians  and  gay  men  could  be  protected  by  law  in 
Ontario  from  discrimination  in  employment,  housing  and 
access  to  services. 

This  is  a  once-in-a-decade  chance  to  achieve  a  long-sought 
goal.  Our  future  political  effectiveness  may  well  depend  on 


whether  we  put  up  the  kind  of  fight,  the  kind  of  campaign, 
the  politicians  and  the  public  will  be  expecting  of  us.  It  isn't 
everything.  But  it's  happening  now. 
And  only  you  can  make  it  happen: 


•Write  for  information  about  the  Campaign  to  influence  the 
legislature.  Let  us  put  you  on  our  mailing  list. 

•Join  the  CoaHtion  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario. 

•Invite  supportive  non-gays  you  know  to  join  Families  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (FFLAG). 

•Contribute  financially,  directly  to  the  Campaign. 

•Volunteer  your  time. 


ONL  Y  YOU  CAN  MAKE  IT  HAPPEN 


CGRO,  PLEASE  SIGN  ME  UP. 


I  support  the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code.  I  want  you  to  sign  me  up  so  that  I  can 
be  part  of  winning  our  Human  Rights  Code  victory. 


Name 


U  Enrol  me  as  a  member  of 

nCGRO($10) 
DI  wish  to  contribute  $ 


D  FFLAG  ($2) 


Address 


aty 


Postal  Code 


I 


Telephone 
Signalure  _ 


DI  have  enclosed  a  cheque  or  money  order 
DI  wish  to  charge  the  above  membership  and  contribution 
amounts  to: 

DVisa  D  Mastercharge 

D I  wish  to  pledge  S per  month  for months 

D I  wish  to  volunteer  my  time  to  the  campaign 

D I  am  not  able  to  contribute  Tmancially  at  present,  but  you 
may  place  my  name  on  the  mailing  list  of: 

DCGRO  D  FFLAG 

D  You  may  □  You  may  not 

use  my  name  with  my  member  of  the  Ontario  Legislature 


Cheques  should  be  made  payable  to  GCRO  or  FFLAG  or 
HUMAN  RIGHTS.  Mail  to:  CGRO  Human  Rights  Cam- 
paign Committee,  Box  822,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
M5W  1G3.  or  to  FFLAG,  29  Granby  Street.  Toronto,  Ont- 
ario MSB  1H8. 


Charge  my  contribution  lo: 
:   Visa 

Card  number   


a  Mastercharge 


Expiry  date 
Signature 


^ 
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$29.95 

plus  Ux  and 
handling 


BarUbne 


by  Richard  Brail 


SEND  name,  address  and  telephone  number  along  with  your  cheque  or 
money  order  for  $29.95  plus  $1 .00  postage  and  handling  to  J.R.&A  Asso- 
ciates, 10  Samia  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  CANADA  M6P  3P3.  On- 
tario  residents  add  7*^0  provincial  sales  tax.  No  C.O.D.s. 


Send  cheque  or  money  order  to:  J.R.&A.  Associates, 
10  Samia  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M6P  3P3 


Let  them  prove  it 


The  man  claimed  to  have  been  beaten  up 
by  Toronto  police.  He  had  been  part  of  a 
threesome  within  his  own  home.  All 
activity,  he  told  TBP.  was  consensual  — 
including  the  mild  S&M  that  took  place. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  charged,  according 
to  the  August  issue  of  TBP,  with  unlaw- 
ful confinement,  buggery,  indecent 
assault,  and  assault  causing  bodily  harm. 

His  particular  case,  because  it  is  pres- 
ently before  the  courts,  cannot  be  dis- 
cussed here,  but  one  is  permitted  to  dis- 
cuss, in  general,  S&M  and  the  law.  If  you 
need  advice  pertaining  to  a  specific  situa- 
tion, you  should  seek  a  competent  and 
gay-positive  lawyer. 

When  theTrudeau  government,  back 
in  1969,  "decriminalized"  homosexual- 
ity, we  often  heard  the  phrase  "the  state 
has  no  place  in  the  bedrooms  of  the 
nation."  Heard  it  so  often,  in  fact,  that 
we  may  have  thought  the  law  really  had 
that  effect. 

But  the  only  thing  the  1 969  law  accom- 
plished was  to  decriminalize  the  "homo- 
sexual" offences  of  "buggery"  and 
'  'gross  indecency' '  (a  dangerous  catch-all 
phrase),  if  they  were  committed  by  two  — 
and  no  more  than  two  —  consenting 
persons  twenty-one  years  of  age  or 
older.  No  matter  if  everyone  consents, 
no  matter  where  it  takes  place,  no  matter 
if  everyone  is  over  21 ;  the  threesome  (or 
more)  remains  a  criminal  offence  and  all 
participants  are  subject  to  prosecution. 

S&M  is  not  automatically  illegal  unless 
it  involves  assault  —  unwanted 
touching.  Charges  of  assault,  assault 
causing  bodily  harm,  or  indecent  assault 
may  be  laid  if  one  participant  does  not 

consent  to  being ed  (fill  in  the 

verb).  Furthermore,  if  there  is  more  harm 
than  the  consenting  party  bargained  for 
(suppose  your  partner  agreed  to  thongs 
but  not  to  chains),  assault  may  be  alleged 
because  the  scope  of  the  consent  has  been 
exceeded.  As  a  result,  there  cannot  be  a 
criminal  conviction  for  S&M  //the  exact 
terms  of  S&M  activity  are  agreed  to  by 
two  consenting  persons,  both  21  or  over, 
in  private. 

The  same  goes  for  bondage.  If  your 
partner  agrees  to  be  tied  up,  you  cannot 
be  convicted  of  unlawful  confinement. 
But  if  you  tie  someone  up  against  his  or 
her  will,  you  can  be  charged  and 
convicted. 

1  f  you  do  any  of  the  illegal  things  out- 
lined here,  you  can  be  charged.  But 
before  you  can  be  convicted,  the  Crown 
prosecutor  must  prove  beyond  a  reason- 
able doubt  that  the  offence  occurred. 
This  includes  proving  that  the  activities 
actually  took  place,  that  they  were  an 
offence  in  law ,  and  that  you  were  the  one 
committing  the  offence. 

At  this  point,  you  should  remember 
one  thing:  let  Ihem  prove  it.  The  burden 
of  proving  the  charge  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  rests  always  on  the 
Crown  (which  prosecutes  on  behalf  of  the 
police).  An  accused  never  has  to  give  evi- 
dence in  court,  and  there  is  no  burden  on 
an  accused  person  to  prove  anything. 

The  prosecution  will  seek  different 
kinds  of  evidence  to  prove  its  case.  From 
their  point  of  view,  the  best  kind  is  the  dir- 
ect evidence  of  an  independent  witness 
who  saw  the  offence,  can  describe  it,  and 
can  identify  the  person  or  persons 


charged.  Conceivably,  in  a  bath  or  other 
place  where  people  are  milhng  about,  an 
independent  witness  could  easily  be 
present.  An  undercover  cop  is  a  Ukely 
candidate.  Strange  though  this  may  seem, 
the  court  will  treat  the  evidence  of  a  plain- 
clothes cop  as  "independent . ' ' 

In  your  own  home  an  independent  wit- 
ness is  far  less  likely  to  be  present,  but 
anyone  would  qualify.  That  includes  an 
undercover  cop  peeking  through  the  win- 
dow, under  the  door,  out  of  the  heating 
vent,  or  down  the  chimney,  aided  by  bin- 
oculars, periscope,  or  telescope. 

Besides  the  independent  witness,  the 
prosecution  may  rely  on  one  of  the  par- 
ticipants. Such  a  person  is  called  an 
accomplice.  Accomplices,  not  uncom- 
monly, give  prosecution  evidence  in 
exchange  for  the  dropping  of  charges 
against  them,  or  for  some  other  favour. 
Because  accompUces  are  witnesses  who 
save  their  own  necks  by  hanging  others , 
their  evidence  is  considered  untrust- 
worthy and  ought  to  be  viewed  by  the 
court  with  suspicion. 

No  one  can  be  convicted  if  the  only  evi- 
dence is  the  testimony  of  an  accomplice. 
Independent  corroborative  evidence  is 
required,  and  in  some  cases  this  has  been 
very  broadly  interpreted .  Evidence  corro- 
borating the  accomplice's  story  may  in- 
clude poppers,  lubricants,  magazines, 
etc,  if  they  can  be  linked  to  the  accused. 

The  most  common  way  for  the  Crown 
to  get  a  conviction  is  not  on  the  basis  of 
independent  witnesses  or  accomplices, 
but  on  the  basis  of  the  accused' s  own 
statements  to  the  police. 

The  police  can,  and  probably  will,  try 
to  use  against  you  any  statement  that  you 
make  to  them.  They  don't  have  to  warn 
you  of  your  rights.  Your  statement 
doesn't  have  to  be  in  writing.  It  does  not 
have  to  be  a  formal  "confession."  The 
moral  is  simple:  no  matter  how  great  the 
temptation  to  talk  your  way  out  of  jail,  do 
not  say  anything  to  the  police.  The  most 
innocent,  self-serving  comment  might  be 
misconstrued,  taken  out  of  context,  and 
used  against  you. 

If  the  cops  beat  you,  threatened  you,  or 
promised  you  something  to  get  a  con- 
fession ("  it  will  be  easier  for  you  if  you 
tell  us  what  happened"),  your  statement 
theoretically  cannot  be  used  against  you 
in  court.  This  is  because  you  did  not  make 
the  statement  voluntarily.  The  prosecu- 
tion ,  if  it  wants  to  use  your  statement  in 
court,  must  prove  at  trial  that  it  was  vol- 
untary; you  as  accused  can  call  witnesses 
to  prove  that  it  was  coerced . 

You  may  wonder  how  any  statement 
to  the  pohce  can  be  considered  voluntary. 
In  practice  it  almost  always  will  be, 
though,  unless  there  is  clear  evidence 
that  the  police  forced  it  out  of  you  in 
some  way.  Bear  in  mind,  too,  that  if  you 
and  the  police  were  present,  the  court 
will  always  believe  them  and  not  you. 

It  is  your  right,  and  usually  in  your 
best  interests,  to  remain  silent. D 

Richard  Brail  is  a  gay  lawyer  practising 
with  the  Vancouver  law  firm,  Sun, 
Paterson,  and  Brail. 

Comments,  questions,  and  suggestions 
for  topics  for  this  column  are  welcome. 
Write  BarNone,  c/o  TBP. 
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Gay  marchers  flood  Washington 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An  estimated 
quarter  million  lesbians  and  gay  men 
marched  through  this  city  October  14  in  a 
massive  action  demanding  gay  rights  leg- 
islation from  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. 

The  First  National  Gay  Rights  March 
succeeded  in  bringing  together  the  re- 
markable diversity  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  in  the  United  States,  and  laid 
to  rest  any  remaining  stereotype  of  the 
movement  as  an  essentially  white,  male, 
middle-class  phenomenon. 

A  contingent  of  third  world  lesbians 
led  the  march,  heading  up  thousands  of 
women  marching  under  lesbian  feminist 
banners.  They  were  followed  by  the  phy- 
sically challenged,  youth,  parents  of 
gays,  and  hundreds  of  third  world 
lesbians  and  homosexuals  who  joined  the 
main  group  after  marching  through  the 
heart  of  Chinatown  and  Washington's 
black  ghetto. 

They  came  from  every  state  in  the  US, 
and  marched  in  regional  contingents 
throughout  the  length  of  the  three-hour- 
long  parade.  National  organizations  and 
church  groups  brought  up  the  rear.  There 
were  gay  marching  bands,  choirs,  leather 
people,  transvestites,  cowboys,  cowgirls, 
and  lesbian  clowns. 

The  five-hour  rally  following  the 
march  was  broadcast  coast  to  coast  on  na- 
tional radio.  The  speakers  emphasized 
the  political  diversity  of  the  American 
movement.  Gays  and  lesbians  were  des- 
cribed as  a  people  —  an  oppressed  cul- 
ture. There  were  calls  for  socialist  femin- 
ist revolution,  for  unity  around  a  civil 
rights  strategy,  for  lobbying,  and  for  soli- 
darity with  third  world  revolutions. 

The  speeches  were  interspersed  with 
entertainment  that  ranged  from  the  bal- 
lads of  Holly  Near  to  poetry  by  Allen 
Ginsberg.  The  crowd  sang,  cheered, 
clapped  and  danced.  By  the  time  Tom 
Robinson  led  the  crowd  in  a  rousing 
chorus  of  "Glad  to  be  Gay,"  however, 
fewer  than  ten  thousand  euphoric  people 
remained  below  the  giant  obelisk  of  the 

Washington  monument .  The  clear  but 
cold  day,  and  the  soggy  ground  had  taken 
their  toll. 

The  march  was  the  result  of  nearly  a 
year's  planning,  discussion  and  grass- 


roots organizing.  The  possibility  of  a  na- 
tional march  was  first  raised  last  autumn 
at  a  meeting  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Minneapolis,  but  that  ad  hoc  committee 
officially  disbanded  in  October,  1978, 
unable  to  resolve  serious  political  dif- 
ferences. 

After  the  assassination  of  Supervisor 
Harvey  Milk  in  November,  a  number  of 
San  Francisco  community  representa- 
tives met  with  activists  from  Philadelphia 
and  New  York  and  called  for  a  national 
meeting  to  reopen  the  discussion. 


minister  in  Utah  lay  down  on  the  tracks  to 
block  a  train  carrying  activists  to  the 
capital. 

Although  it  was  reported  that  Anita 
Bryant  would  be  in  town  for  a  counter- 
demonstration,  the  only  visible  opposi- 
tion came  from  two  forlorn  f undamenta- 
hsts  in  front  of  the  White  House.  They 
carried  banners  describing  the  fire  and 
brimstone  fate  for  unrepentant  gays. 
Several  ministers  prayed  in  another  part 
of  town,  and  tear  gas  was  lobbed  at  strag- 
glers in  the  last  contingent .  There  were  no 
injuries. 

Although  organizers  announced  at  the 
rally  that  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
people  had  marched,  the  press  seemed  de- 
termined to  downplay  the  event.  The 
Washington  Post  reported  there  were 
only  25  thousand  demonstrators,  while 
the  New  York  Times  set  the  figure  at  75 
thousand. 

The  huge  gathering  provided  an  oppor- 
tunity for  different  groups  to  meet  and 
discuss  speci  fie  issues .  The  most  import- 
ant was  the  Third  World  Gay  Conference 
which  took  place  at  Howard  University 


The  meeting  took  place  in  Philadelphia 
in  February  and  five  demands  were 
agreed  upon :  repeal  all  anti-lesbian  /  gay 
laws,  pass  a  comprehensive  lesbian  /  gay 
rights  bill  in  Congress,  issue  a  presidential 
executive  order  banning  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  orientation  in  the  Federal 
Goverrunent  and  the  military,  end 
discrimination  in  lesbian  mother  and  gay 
father  custody  cases,  and  protect  lesbian 
and  z'iy  youth  from  any  laws  which  are 
used  to  discriminate  against,  oppress 
and  /or  harass  them  in  their  homes, 
schools,  jobs  and  social  environments. 

A  massive  grassroots  campaign  to 
build  the  march  was  begun  despite  the  re- 
fusal of  the  major  national  organizations 
—  the  National  Gay  Task  Force,  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby,  Dignity  and 
MCC  —  to  endorse  the  action. 

By  the  second  National  Planning  Con- 
ference in  Houston  in  July,  a  groundswell 
of  support  had  developed.  Half  of  the 
Houston  delegates  were  lesbian.  There 
was  30%  third-world  participation  in  the 
leadership,  and  strong  representation 
from  each  of  the  seven  regions  of  the 
country.  Soon  after  Houston  the  major 
national  organizations  reversed  their 
stand  and  endorsed  the  event. 

Planning  for  the  march  was  not  with- 
out incident.  Thcstatewidc  planning  con- 
ference in  Vermont  was  disrupted  by 
right-wing  pickcters,  rock  throwing,  and 
bomb  threats.  In  Louisiana,  bars  plan- 
ning benefits  were  set  afire.  A  march 
organizer  in  New  York  was  kidnapped  in 
an  attempt  to  blackmail  the  National 
Office  into  terminating  its  plans.  A 


1  feel  like  a  fortune  cookie  in  a  tray  of 
cheese  Danishes. ..I  can't  growa 
moustache,  I  don't  make  a  convincing 
cowboy.  I'm  stuck  with  the  costume  I 
was  born  with.  It's  a  costume  because  I 
have  been  to  Asia  only  on  holidays  and  I 
don't  speak  any  Asian  language.  Yet 
someone  can  tell  me  seriously  that  he 
"really  gets  off  on  orientals." 

Gay  society  in  North  America,  organ- 
ized and  commercial,  is  framed  around 
the  young  middle-class  white  male.  He 
is  Its  customer  and  its  product.  Blacks, 
Asians  and  Latin  Americans  are  the 
oysters  in  this  meat  market.  At  best 
we're  a  quaint  speciality  for  exotic 
tastes.  Native  people  aren't  even  on  the 
shelves. 

To  make  our  voices  heard,  non-white 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  organized. 
"When  Will  the  Ignorance  End?"  was 
the  theme  of  the  first  National  Third 
World  Gay  Conference  held  in  Washing- 
ton DC,  October  12  to  15.  Sponsored  by 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  it 
brought  together  over  500  men  and 
women  to  talk,  sing,  dance,  to  discover 
our  history,  to  learn  and  to  organize. 

The  homophobia  of  our  "ethnic" 
communities  and  the  subtle  racism  of 
the  gay  community  combine  to  isolate 
us  and  produce  a  kind  of  cultural  schizo- 
phrenia. But  in  Washington  for  the  first 
time  I  was  both  gay  and  non- white  and  in 
the  majority.  The  experience  was 
energizing. 

An  Asian  caucus  was  formed  by  les- 
bians and  gay  men  with  Japanese. 
Indonesian,  Indian.  Chinese,  Malaysian 
and  Phlllipino  backgrounds  from  North 
America,  Asia  and  the  Caribbean 


from  October  12  to  15.  Black,  Latin 
American,  Asian,  and  American  Indian 
gays  from  across  the  United  States  and  a- 
round  the  world  met  to  discuss  racism, 
their  common  history  and  culture,  and 
strategies  in  their  struggle  for  liberation. 

There  was  an  evening  conference  of 
gay  socialists,  and  meetings  of  Parents  of 
Gays,  Gay  Atheists,  legal  workers,  media 
workers,  and  religious  groups. 

October  1 5  was  declared  National  Gay 
Lobbying  Day.  Senators  and  Congress- 
men were  visited  by  their  constituents  and 
urged  to  support  the  Gay  Rights  bill  pre- 
sently before  Congress.  March  organizers 
also  met  with  White  House  staff  "to 
demonstrate  the  inclusive  and  unifying 
nature  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community, 
and  to  seek  Presidential  response  to  the 
grievances  of  lesbians  and  gay  men . ' '  The 
meeting  discussed  march  demands  and 
then  focussed  on  the  issue  of  immigration 
laws. 

The  network  of  activists  who  planned 
and  co-ordinated  the  march  announced 
that  they  intend  to  continue  to  work  to- 
gether in  a  new  organization, '  'The  Na- 
tional Committee  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights . ' '  A  meeting  is  planned  for  early  in 
the  new  year. 

"America,  you  see  us  in  your  offices, 
schools,  in  your  government,  in  Congress 
and  I  dare  say  in  the  White  House, ' '  said 
Arlie  Scott,  Vice-President  of  the 
National  Organization  of  Women.  "We 
are  20  million  strong  in  this  nation.  We 
are  moving  from  gay  pride  to  gay 
politics."  D 


Although  ourdifferent  roots  had  led  to 
different  experiences  in  North 
American  gay  social  life,  we  were  able  to 
find  acommon  bond  in  the  context  of 
the  Third  World  Movement  and  solid- 
arity with  our  black,  hispanicand  native 
brothers  and  sisters.  And  if  for  many  of 
us  it  was  the  first  time  we  had  spoken 
with  other  Asian  gays,  we  immediately 
recognized  each  others'  stories. 

When  we  marched  from  the 
conference  site  through  the  black 
communityandChinatown  to  join  with 
the  First  National  Gay  Rights  March, 
many  of  us  were  showing  gay  pride  to 
our  communities  for  the  first  time.  I  re- 
member the  smiles  and  waves  of  two  old 
black  women  as  we  passed  their  bus 
stop,  the  veiled  curiosity  of  early  risers 
in  Chinatown  and  the  speech  by  a 
Japanese-American  lesbian  mother 
who  told  the  giant  National  rally  that 
America  and  the  American  gay  move- 
ment must  deal  with  its  racism. 

When  will  the  ignorance  end?  When 
there  are  so  many  Latin,  Native,  Asian 
and  Black  gay  men  and  lesbians  organ- 
ized and  out,  that  no  amount  of  white- 
washing or  straight-lacing  can  keep  us 
hidden. 

Washington  was  just  the  beginning. 
Richard  Fung 


r 


Court  reins  in  soiicitation  laws 


LOS  ANGELES  —  The  California  Sup- 
reme Court  has  declared  that  the  State's 
sexual  solicitation  statute,  a  law  used  by 
police  to  entrap  gays,  "does  not  meet 
constitutional  standards  of  specificity. ' ' 
In  overturning  the  solicitation  conviction 
of  a  San  Francisco  gay  man ,  the  Supreme 
Court  made  its  decision  retroactive,  an 
unusual  move  raising  the  possibility  that 
previous  convictions  under  the  law  can  be 
overturned. 

The  thirty-page  landmark  decision  by 
Justice  Matthew  Tobriner  concerned 
Don  Barry  Pryor,  who  solicited  another 
man  for  a  sexual  act  which  Pryor  said  was 
to  be  performed  in  private .  The  man 
turned  out  to  be  a  plainclothes  police  of- 
ficer who  arrested  Pryor  for '  'sexual  soli- 
citation." 

Rather  than  striking  down  the  whole 
statute  as  unconstitutional,  the  court  ef- 
fectively rewrote  the  law  to  make  it  suf- 
ficiently precise  so  as  not  to  fall  afoul  of 
the  United  States  Constitution.  The 
Court  held  that '  'a  constitutionally  speci- 
fic definition  must  be  limited  to  conduct 


Use  of  spy  camera 
case  dismissed 


gets 


KALAMAZOO,  MI  —  Three  judges 
have  dismissed  cases  against  men  arrested 
a  year  ago  for  alleged  homosexual  activity 
in  a  US  highway  rest  stop.  Forty-two  men 
had  been  arrested  last  October  and  charg- 
ed with  "  gross  indecency  between 
males,"  after  police  installed  a  hidden 
television  camera  in  a  washroom. 

Judges  D  Anderson,  C  Mullen  and  P 
Westra  refused  to  accept  police  evidence 
against  lOof  the  accused,  arguing  that 
Michigan's  search  warrant  laws  did  not 
authorize  surveillance  cameras,  and  thus 
their  use  constituted  invasion  of  privacy . 

However,  a  fourth  judge,  Robert  Bor- 
sos,  denied  a  motion  by  defence  attorneys 
to  dismiss  another  of  the  cases.  Borsos  ag- 
reed that  the  men  had  the  right  to  expect 
privacy,  but  said  the  defendant  in  the  case 
before  him  had  weakened  that  right  with 
his  conduct. 

Meanwhile,  the  remaining  31  defen- 
dants are  awaiting  trial.  A  fund  was 
established  for  their  defence,  and  their  at- 
torneys have  been  co-operating  in  the 
gathering  and  presentation  of  evidence,  n 

Aussies  launch 
summer  offensive 

MELBOURNE  —  Australia's  largest- 
ever  National  Homosexual  Conference 
endorsed  September  1  an  impressive 
national  "Summer  Offensive' '  to  draw 
public  attention  to  discrimination  against 
gays  in  employment,  education  and  child 
custody.  The  nearly  700  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  attended  the  fifth  annual  con- 
ference also  demanded  the  repeal  of  Aus- 
tralia's anti-gay  laws  and  an  end  to  police 
harassment. 

The  campaign  will  place  particular 
emphasis  on  raising  anti-discrimination 
issues  in  workplaces  and  in  the  labour 
movement.  "Rather  than  sitting  around 
"uid  waiting  for  equal  rights,  we're  going 


of  a  type  likely  to  offend. . .  even  if  con- 
duct occurs  in  a  public  place. .  .the  state 
has  Uttle  interest  in  prohibiting  that  con- 
duct if  there  are  no  persons  present  who 
may  be  offended." 

The  Court  also  held  that  public  solici- 
tation for  private  sexual  acts  cannot  con- 
stitutionally be  made  illegal  by  the  state 
government. 

Pryor's  lawyer,  Thomas  Coleman  of 
Los  Angeles,  said  that  the  decision  "has 
given  stern  notice  to  prosecutors  and 
police  that  they  must  put  an  end  to  syst- 
ematic arrests  of  people  who  are  doing 
nothing  more  than  engaging  in  some 
form  of  harmless  sexual  conduct.  It  also 
constitutes  a  warning  to  lower  courts  that 
constitutional  protections  cannot  be  de- 
nied homosexuals." 

Coleman,  who  publishes  the  Sexual 
Law  Reporter,  founded  the  Gay  Law  Stu- 
dents Association  at  Loyola  Law  School 
in  Los  Angeles,  and  is  the  co-chairperson 
of  the  National  Committee  for  Sexual 
Civil  Liberties.  D 


to  go  out  and  demand  them.  No  govern- 
ment is  going  to  be  capable  of  ignoring 
the  question,"  said  Danny  Valaszof  the 
organizing  collective. 

The  Summer  Offensive  will  culminate 
in  a  nation-wide  day  of  action  on  March 
22, 1980,  with  simultaneous  marches 
occurring  in  cities  across  the  country. 

The  conference  also  called  for  the 
resignation  of  the  New  South  Wales 
Minister  of  Youth  and  Community  Ser- 
vices, Rex  Jackson.  Jackson,  piqued  af- 
ter opposition  criticism  of  his  depart- 
ment, had  accused  one  of  his  Liberal 
Party  critics  of  "renowned  homosexual 
tendencies." 

Other  resolutions  focused  on  anti-gay 
censorship  policies  of  different  State  edu- 
cation departments.  The  State  of  Victoria 
was  singled  out  for  its  restrictions  on  the 
useof  Young,  Gay  and  Proud,  aresouTce 
book  prepared  by  gay  youth  and  teachers 
for  use  in  the  schools.  D 


Pinl(  terror  hits  pubs 

MANCHESTER,  ENGLAND  —  Police 
are  investigating  an  outbreak  of ' '  poofter 
terrorism ' '  aimed  at  pubs  that  discrimin- 
ate against  gays. 

Pink-painted  bricks  wrapped  in  protest 
leaflets  and  carrying ' '  gay  anger' ' 
messages  have  been  hurled  through  the 
windows  of  two  pubs . 

Although  the  Gay  Activist  Alhance 
picketed  the  pubs  when  they  instituted  a 
Sunday  lunchtime  ban  on  gays,  the  GAA 
disassociated  itself  both  from  the  "irres- 
ponsible action"  of  the  pink-brick 
attacks,  and  the  threatening  calls  made  to 
pub  owners. 

An  anonymous  caller  told  Britain's 
Gay  News  that  he  was  following  the  ex- 
ample of  the  suffragettes  who  also 
smashed  shop  windows.  "Pickets  aren't 
enough,"  said  the  caller.  "Thetimehas 
come  for  gay  people  to  make  stronger 
moves.  This  is  poofter  terrorism.  It  is  not 
pure  vandalism.  It  is  a  political  act . "  D 


Churches  agonize 
over  ordaining  gays 

LONDON  —  A  Church  of  England 
Commission  has  called  for  the  lifting  of  a 
ban  on  homosexual  clergymen. 

The  report,  published  October  1 9,  is  a 
result  of  five  years  of  study  by  British 
theologians.  It  takes  issue  with  the  tradi- 
tional Christian  view  that  considers  gay 
sex  a  sin,  and  refutes  so-called  Biblical 
arguments  condemning  homosexuality. 

If  the  report  is  accepted,  clergymen 
who  are  practising  homosexuals  would  be 
required  to  offer  their  resignations  to 
their  bishop,  but  the  report  recommends 
that  the  bishop  should  be  able  to  refuse 
the  resignation.  Candidates  for 
ordination  would  be  able  to  declare  a 
homosexual  orientation  without  being 
automatically  ruled  unfit  for  the  priest- 
hood. 

The  British  paper  Gay  News  reported 
that  the  Right  Reverend  Robert  Runcie, 
who  will  take  over  as  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  next  year,  has  knowingly  or- 
dained practising  homosexuals.  Runcie 
reportedly  advised  the  men  to  keep  their 
sexuality  a  secret. 

Runcie  is  expected  to  make  a  public 
statement  on  his  position  during  the 
debate  on  the  report . 

In  the  United  States,  the  governing 
bodies  of  the  Episcopal  Church  voted  to 
bar  practising  homosexuals  from  being 
ordained. 

The  decision  by  the  House  of  Bishops 
and  the  House  of  Deputies,  meeting  in 
Denver  September  17  and  18,  closed  four 
years  of  debate  which  threatened  to  split 
the  church. 

"We  reaffirm  the  traditional  teaching 
of  the  Church  on  marriage,  marital  fideli- 
ty and  sexual  chastity  as  the  standard  of 
Christian  sexual  morality,"  says  the  res- 
olution . ' '  Candidates  for  ordination  are 
expected  to  conform  to  this  standard. 
Therefore  we  believe  it  is  not  appropriate 
for  this  Church  to  ordain  a  practising 
homosexual  or  any  person  who  is 
engaged  in  heterosexual  relations  outside 
of  marriage." 

A  group  of  2 1  bishops  immediately 
issued  a  statement  of  dissent,  stating  that 
they  could  not  comply  with  the  resolution 
which  is  now  official  church  policy .  D 

Dyl(e  fights  arson  rap 

ST  LOUIS  —  A  well-known  gay  rights 
activist,  held  by  police  as  an  arson  suspect 
after  a  bar  she  managed  was  fire  bombed , 
says  the  allegations  are  a  frame-up. 

St  Louis  papers  had  reported  that 
lesbian  activist  Mac  McCann  was  to  be 
booked  for  arson,  and  that  she  had  "mys- 
teriously' '  moved  out  of  her  apartment 
above  the  bar  only  a  day  before  the  build- 
ing burned. 

In  an  hour-long  report  to  a  support 
meeting  attended  by  more  than  200 
people,  Mc  Cann  clarified  that  she  had  in 


The  Right  Reverend  Robert  Runcie,  future 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 


fact  moved  out  of  the  apartment  three 
weeks  before  the  incident  because  of 
bomb  threats  and  repeated  harassment  by 
gangs  of  men  shouting  obscenities.  The 
back  windows  of  the  bar  had  been 
broken,  a  brick  had  been  thrown  through 
the  front  door,  and  someone  had  fired 
bullets  through  the  front  windows.  "I  be- 
came frightened  and  just  didn't  want  to 
stay  in  the  apartment, ' '  she  said. 

Bonnie  Stephens,  a  part  owner  of  the 
bar,  described  the  police  attempt  to  pin 
the  blame  on  McCann.  Stephens  said  she 
was  taken  to  police  headquarters  and 
asked  to  press  charges  against  her. 
"When  I  refused,  they  said  I  would  be 
considered  a  suspect  unless  I  co-oper- 
ated." 

A  defence  fund  has  been  started  by  the 
local  National  Organization  of  Women, 
and  efforts  are  underway  to  initiate  an  in- 
vestigation of  police  handling  of  the 
case.  D 

Not  all  jailed  gays 
get  Amnesty  support 

LEU  VEN,  BELGIUM  —  After  a  year  of 
debate  and  study.  Amnesty  International 
has  agreed  to  support  people  imprisoned 
for  advocating  gay  rights,  but  not  those 
jailed  simply  as  homosexuals. 

The  resolution  falls  short  of  the  de- 
mands of  the  Dutch  section  of  the  organi- 
zation which  called  for  Amnesty  to  recog- 
nize as  prisoners  of  conscience  "persons 
imprisoned  merely  because  of  their  sexual 
orientation  or  behaviour . ' ' 

The  move  came  shortly  after  Danish 
members  of  Amnesty  published  a  report 
on  the  plight  of  homosexual  prisoners 
around  the  world.  The  report  details  pun- 
ishment of  homosexual  acts  that  range 
from  prison  terms  of  five  years  to  life, 
labour  camp  internment,  and  whipping. 

"We  thought  that  Amnesty  was  pre- 
pared to  take  up  gay  prisoners.  This  is  a 
bitter  disappointment, ' '  said  Roy  Burns 
of  the  British  gay  group  CHE.  "We  shall 
continue  to  work  through  the  Interna- 
tional Gay  Association  to  convince  Am- 
nesty of  the  importance  of  this 
problem."  D 

Protest  letter  damns 
refusal  to  reform  law 

BELFAST  —  Fifty  prominent  people 
from  politics,  the  unions,  the  arts  and  law 
have  signed  a  pubUc  protest  letter  con- 
demning the  Westminster  Government 
for  refusing  to  reform  Northern  Ireland's 
laws  against  homosexuality. 

The  letter,  signed  by,  among  others, 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Belfast,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Northern  Ireland  Labour  Party, 
and  two  members  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
marks  the  opening  of  a  new  campaign  by 
the  Northern  Ireland  Gay  Rights  Associa- 
tion. As  well,  Belfast  Alderman  Seamus 
Lynch  accused  the  government  of  giving 
in  to  pressures  from  a  "small  fanatical 
sect , "  a  reference  to  the  campaign  by 
Protestant  fanatic  Ian  Paisley  to  block 
law  reform. 

Meanwhile,  a  Northern  Ireland  man  is 
still  waiting  for  the  European  Human 
Rights  Commission  to  hear  him  challenge 
his  country's  anti-gay  laws.  He  says  such 
legislation  contravenes  the  EEC  Human 
Rights  Code,  n 
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WELLINGTON  —  The  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (NGRC)  of  New  Zea- 
land has  pubhcly  denounced  a  proposed 
bill  to  legalize  homosexual  acts  between 
consenting  male  adults  over  the  age  of 
twenty.  The  group  has  launched  a 
campaign  to  prevent  the  bill  from  reach- 
ing Parliament. 

Negotiations  began  last  July  with 
member  of  Parliament  Warren  Freer  who 
told  the  NGRC  he  was  pyrepared  to  intro- 
duce legislation  to  repeal  the  country's 
anti-gay  laws.  (Indecency  between  males 
is  punishable  in  New  Zealand  by  five- 
years  imprisonment,  while  sodomy 
carries  a  penalty  of  seven  years.) 

Freer  subsequently  backed  down  and 
proposed  to  introduce  only  an  amend- 
ment legalizing  sex  between  consenting 
males  over  20.  He  said  that  this  would  be 
easier  to  pass  through  Parliament. 
Heterosexuals  can  give  consent  at  16. 

NGRC  member  groups  rejected '  'com- 
promise," and  when  Freer  decided  to 
proceed  regardless,  the  gay  group  launch- 
ed a  campaign  to  stop  the  bill. 

The  Coalition  stated  that,  if  it  accepted 
20  as  the  age  of  consent,  it  would  be  sell- 
ing out  gay  youth  and  saying  that  gays  do 
not  deserve  equality. ' '  By  accepting  an 
older  age  of  consent,  we  accept  by  impli- 
cation that  gayness  is  wrong  and  that 
young  people  need  to  be  protected  from 
it.  Further,  we  give  credence  to  the  myth 
that  gayness  can  be  caused  by  seduction 
of  a  minor." 

Spokespersons  also  noted  that  there 
were  rumours  of  a  move  to  criminalize 
lesbian  sexual  behaviour  for  women 
under  20. '  'To  accept  Mr  Freer's  bill  lends 
support  to  such  a  move .  We  reject  the 
Freer  bill  at  this  stage  rather  than  risk 
having  the  rights  of  lesbian  women  fur- 


ther encroached  upon . ' ' 

"We  know  there  is  strong  public  sup- 
port for  an  age  of  consent  of  16  years,  and 
we  believe  Parliament  should  reflect  this. 
We  believe  that  public  pressure  is  mount- 
ing to  remove  unfair  laws  against  us.  If  we 
accept  a  compromise  now,  MPs  are  hkely 
to  feel  they  have  'done  their  bit'  for  gay 
rights  and  equality  will  only  be  further 
postponed."  D 

Gay  named  judge 

SACRAMENTO  —  For  the  first  time  in 
American  history,  an  openly  gay  man  has 
been  appointed  to  a  judgeship. 

On  September  15,  California  Governor 
Edmund  Brown  appointed  Stephen  M 
Lachs,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Gay  Community  Center,  to  fill  a 
vacancy  on  the  Los  Angeles  Superior 
Court. 

Earlier  this  year  the  governor  had 
issued  an  executive  order  prohibiting  dis- 
crimination in  State  employment  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  orientation .  D 

Defence  group  fails 
to  bump  biased  DA 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  May  21 
Defense  Committee,  formed  to  defend 
those  charged  in  the  rioting  that  followed 
the  verdict  in  the  Dan  White  trial,  has 
failed  in  its  attempt  to  disqualify  San 
Francisco  District  Attorney  Joseph  Frei- 
tas  from  prosecuting  the  cases.  The 
committee  will  appeal  the  ruling. 

White,  who  murdered  both  Mayor 
Moscone  and  City  Supervisor  and  gay 
activist  Harvey  Milk,  was  found  guilty 
only  of  manslaughter  May  21 .  The  verdict 


touched  off  a  night  of  rioting  by  the  city's 
gay  community. 

The  May  21  Committee  submitted 
that,  since  the  riot  was  in  part  directed 
against  Freitas's  handling  of  the  White 
prosecution,  the  District  Attorney  was 
prejudiced  and  should  not  handle  the 
prosecution  of  the  rioters. 

Nineteen  of  the  28  people  arrested  the 
night  of  the  riot  have  been  charged  with 
multiple  felonies  for  destroying  property 
and  assaulting  police  officers.  Each 
charge  carries  a  five-year  sentence.  I  f  con- 
victed, many  of  the  1 9  could  receive 
longer  prison  sentences  than  White  re- 
ceived for  the  assassination. 

In  a  related  development,  more  than  1 0 
miUion  dollars  in  claims  have  been  filed 
against  the  police  department .  The  claims 
resuh  from  damage  caused  when  police 
stormed  through  the  gay  ghetto  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  protest  which  smashed  win- 
dows and  burned  police  cars  at  city 
hall.D 

Cleric  asks  death 
for  gays,  adulterers 

WATERTOWN,NY  —  A  Baptist  min- 
ister has  called  for  the  killing  of  gay 
people,  adulterers,  adultresses  and  others 
in  this  northern  New  York  factory  com- 
munity of  30,000. 

Reverend  Daniel  Lovely  began  his 
campaign  by  placing  a  sign  in  front  of  his 
church  saying,  "God  Says  Death  To 
Homos."  The  sign  went  up  a  few  weeks 
before  the  formation  last  summer  of  the 
Watertown  Gay  Task  Force  (WGTF). 
The  minister  told  the  Watertown  Daily 
Times, '  'They  should  be  killed  through 
government  means.  There  are  a  lot  of 
people  in  Watertown  that  enjoy  living  in  a 
non-Christian  world  and  it's  got  to  be 
stopped." 


Lovely  went  on  to  call  for  the  deaths  of 
adultresses,  adulterers,  and  "people  that 
commit  a  relationship  with  a  beast . ' ' 
When  asked  what  this  would  do  to  the 
population  of  the  city,  he  replied,  "Isayit 
would  reduce  the  population  by  about 
50%." 

A  fire  bomb  was  thrown  at  WGTF 
headquarters  August  22.  Both  this 
violence  and  Lovely's  hate-filled  rhetoric 
have  isolated  the  anti-gay  zealot .  "The 
suggestion  that  homosexuals  should  be 
executedsmacksof  the  Dark  Ages,"  said 
Reverend  Russ  Champlin,  chaplain  of 
Jefferson  Community  College. 

WGTF  representatives  pulled  out  of  a 
proposed  radio  debate  with  the  minister . 
"We  have  better  things  to  do  than  debate 
with  a  madman,"  said  a  spokesperson.  D 

Time  won't  tell 

NEW  YORK  —  r/me  magazine,  which 
last  April  ran  a  cover  story  on  the  gay 
struggle  for  civil  rights,  has  refused  to 
accept  an  advertisement  for  the  south- 
eastern gay  magazine,  /4//ve. 

The  ad,  featuring  reproductions  of  sev- 
eral of  Alive's  past  covers,  displayed  no 
nudity  beyond  a  male  chest  on  one  issue. 

Time  refused  to  confirm  that  it  had  a 
p>olicy  of  rejecting  gay  ads.  However,  the 
head  of  the '  'copy  acceptance  commit- 
tee" admitted  that  there  were  no  possible 
changes  that  could  make  the  ad  accept- 
able. D 

International  News  Credits 
Campaign  (Australia),  Gay  News  (Lon- 
don), Barry  Mehlcr  (St  Louis),  The  Sen- 
tinel (San  Francisco),  Gay  Community 
News  (Boston),  Jack  Dezek  (Kalama- 
zoo), The  Blade  (Washington,  DC),  Na- 
tional Gay  Rights  Coalition  (New  Zea- 
land), Bay  Area  Reporter  (San  Francis- 
co), International  Gay  Association 
(DubUn) 


GETYOURHANDS 

ON  SOME 

OlAFTS 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS  SHOW&SALE 

QUEEN  ELIZABETH  BUILDING 

EXHIBITION  PARK  TORONTO 
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165  |olw>  •tT«*t  (at  qu««n  i 
tonvtto.  Canada  mSl  ti3 
(416)S9e-2706 


An  Exclusive  New  Service  in  Toronto 

Housecall  Counselling  with 

DflVID  G.  ITIlLGRflm 
&  Associates 


B.Sc.,M.S.W. 

ounselling 

onsultants 


are  pleased  to  offer  professional  counselling  services  in  the 

Gay  Community.  Clients  can  therapeutically  use  our  services  at  our 

office,  or,  in  the  privacy  of  their  own  home  for: 

—  individual  support  counselling 

—  understanding  sexual  and  emotional  needs 

—  assistance  in  "coming  out"  with  self-respect 

—  dealing  with  family  concerns 

—  counselling  young  people  who  need  to  discuss  their 
future  directions. 

Fees  for  office  visits  begin  at  $25  per  session.  Home  visits  can  be 
arranged  from  $35  per  session.  For  appointments,  call  424-2323. 
Member:  N.A.J.C.W.,  O.A.P.S.W.,  O.C.A. 


OPEN  IN  TORONTO 


bruce 

professional 

electrolysis 


Bruce  Garside,  C.E. 


•PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL  •WAXING* 


Still  plucking??  Stop. 
Look  your  best  all  the  time. 

Remove: 

D  Stray  beard  hairs  on  upper  cheeks 
D  Troublesome  ingrown  neck  hairs 
D  Heavy  shoulder  and  back  hair 
DTufts  of  hair  on  ears,  nnoles 

Thin: 

n  Bushy  eyebrows 

□  Too  heavy  beards 

Shape: 

Q  Eyebrows  and  hairlines 

3  Medically  approved  methods 


"AU  electrolysis  is  permanent, 
but  it's  not  all  the  same.  Training 
and  technique  are  the  reasons  for 
this  vast  distinction.  Be  as  partic- 
ular in  your  choice  of  an  electrolo- 
gist  as  you  are  with  your  doctor  or 
lawyer.  Call  me  for  a  free  and  con- 
fidential consultation.  We'll 
choose  the  correct  method  for  you 
and  I'll  show  you  that  freedom 
from  unwanted  body  hair  does  not 
have  to  be  unpleasant  or 
expensive. " 

Bruce 


Opening  discount  to  November  30 

"Serving  our  community" 

27  carlton  street,  suite  407,  toronto 
(416)  977-1868  •  out  of  town,  call  collect 
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by  Ken  Popert 


Do  straight  males  have  a  future? 


Is  there  a  place  for  heterosexual  males  in 
the  lives  of  gay  men? 

For  gay  men  who  make  their  lives  in 
the  terstices  of  the  metropolitan  beehives 
of  Toronto,  Vancouver  or  Montreal, 
heterosexual  males  may  exist  only  as 
particles  in  the  anonymous  mass  of 
urban  life.  Many  of  us  have  built  a  life- 
style empty  of  close  personal  contact 
with  straight  men. 

But  elsewhere  such  separatism  is  not 
possible;  people  can  be  very  different 
and  yet  get  on  as  friends.  It  seems. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  Brian  and  I  took  the 
train  to  Windsor  to  attend  a  party 
marking  the  college  graduation  of  a 
friend,  Harold  Desmarais.  I  knew  that  a 
large  hall  had  been  hired  and  that 
Windsor  was  a  small  city.  But  it  didn't 
really  hit  me  until  we  arrived  that  the 
guests  wouldn't  all  be  gay. 

The  ample  heterosexual  minority  was 
very  evident;  it's  hard  to  miss  their  insis- 
tent regimentation:  man-woman,  man- 
woman,  like  packages  of  salt-and  pepper 
shakers  on  a  supermarket  shelf. 

As  I  pondered  the  distressing  ambig- 
uities which  were  in  prospect,  I  noticed 
a  man  nearby.  Hard  not  to  notice:  black 
wavy  hair,  sharply  black  moustache, 
warm  dark  eyes,  slightly  Mediterranean 
complexion,  medium  height  and 
substantial  build,  in  a  fuzzy  pullover, 
tight  black  pants  and  high-heeled  boots. 
In  short,  a  type. 

He  was  standing  in  a  group  of  appar- 
ently gay  men,  but  left  to  join  a  woman 
who  seemed  to  be  his  girlfriend.  The  un- 
asked question  remained .  Most  of  us  are 
familiar  with  the  gay  man  who  passes, 
by  wearing  a  woman  at  mixed  gay- 
straight  social  functions. 

Later,  a  local  gay  man  told  me  John 
was  a  heterosexual  and  that  the  woman 
was  indeed  his  girlfriend.  As  the  evening 
passed,  I  observed  John  dancing  inter- 
mittently with  his  girlfriend,  but  also 
with  one  man,  then  with  another,  and 
another.  He  danced  with  these  men  not 
with  erotic  intent,  but  much  as  two  gay 
friends  of  either  sex  m  ght  dance.  He  was 
a  good  dancer. 

I  pointed  out  John's  choice  of 
partners  to  a  gay  man  who  seemed  to  be 
an  acquaintance  of  his;  he  replied  that, 
to  his  knowledge,  John  was  straight. 
The  man  added  with  amusement  that 
John's  girlfriend  had  suggested  that  he 
strip  to  the  waist  because  of  the  heat  in 
the  hall,  but  that  John  had  declined  to 
do  so. 

1  was  surprised  at  the  matter-of-fact 
way  in  which  these  gay  men  seemed  to 
accept  at  face  value  the  assertion  of 
John's  heterosexuality.  I  wondered 
whether  this  lack  of  scepticism  was  not  in 
fact  a  useful  social  convention  which,  in  a 
small  gay  community,  keeps  potentially 
troi^blesome  ambiguities  out  of  sight  and 
mind. 

The  next  morning,  Brian  and  I  were 
sitting  with  our  host,  Gerry,  on  his 
porch,  eating  breakfast  in  the  warm 
Windsor  sun.  As  we  were  finishing, 
John  emerged  from  a  door  across  the 
street,  shirtless,  sweater  and  jacket 
under  one  arm.  He  waved  to  our  host 
and,  as  he  approached,  Gerry  explained 
that  John's  girlfriend  lived  over  there. 

John  joined  us  for  a  few  minutes. 
During  those  minutes,  I  found  myself 


struggling  against  a  discomforting 
tension  over  the  contradictory  feelings 
raised  by  the  man's  presence. 

First,  there  was  my  lust.  As  he  conver- 
sed, John  leaned  against  the  porch 
railing,  left  hand  on  the  rail,  right  hand 
playing  on  his  smooth  skin.  His  hand 
stroking  his  stomach  and  roved  along  his 
left  side,  cupping  the  pectorsil  muscle, 
then  under  the  left  arm  to  the  lateral 
thumb  grazing  nipple.  The  tight  black 
pants,  now  loose  with  wear,  embraced 
rather  than  suppressed  the  shapes  be- 
neath. Once  or  twice  he  stretched, 
flexing.  Body  language,  in  a  double 
sense,  which  said:  "Look  at  me,  desire 
me." 

And  there  was  also,  from  some 
mysterious  place,  my  cold,  unreasoning 
resentment.  The  contradiction,  the 
tension,  put  me  into  a  small  panic.  I 
dropped  out  of  the  conversation.  Behind 
my  no  doubt  sour  exterior  I  was 
sweating,  my  hands  were  cold.  The  ten- 
sion remained  long  after  John  had  gone 
his  way. 

Coming  home  on  the  train,  Isearched 
for  the  sources  of  that  resentment.  Much 
of  it,  I  concluded,  arose  form  ambiguities 
in  John's  behaviour,  ambiguities  which 
made  it  impossible  for  me  to  get  a  fix  on 
his  sexuaHty  or  his  fundamental  attitude 
towards  gay  men. 

John  was  at  the  party  because  he  is  a 
friend  of  Harold's.  What  does  it  mean 
for  a  straight  male  to  be  the  friend  of  a 
gay  man? 

Why  did  John's  girlfriend  suggest  that 
he  take  off  his  pullover?  For  her  own 
enjoyment?  To  display  her  possession  to 
an  appreciative  audience?  To  propel  him 
towards  gay  men  and  away  from  herself? 

Why  did  John  reject  her  suggestion? 
Fear  of  attracting  advances  which  he 
would  have  to  refuse?  A  wish  not  to  of- 
fend his  gay  friends  by  seeming  to  tease 
them?  Anxiety  over  his  own  sexual 
identity? 

Why  was  he  so  willing  to  display  him- 
self to  us  the  following  morning?  Does 
he  want  to  be  desired  by  other  men?  Did 
he  want  to  show  that  he  felt  safe  among 
gay  men?  Was  he  just  acting  unselfcon- 
sciously? What,  finally,  is  the  meaning 
of  his  obviously  good  intentions  and 
warm  feelings  toward  his  gay  male 
friends? 

And  what  about  my  reactions?  Did  I 
resent  John  merely  because  I  wanted 
him  and  couldn't  have  him?  Or  because 
I  couldn't  deal  with  another  man  with- 
out first  determining  his  sexuality?  Or 
because  I  feared  I  couldn't  be  friendly 
without  seeming  to  come  on  to  him?  Or 
because  1  don't  want  any  straight  man  to 
know  that  I  desire  him? 

These  are  not  just  personal  questions. 
What  is  to  be  the  nature  of  relations  be- 
tween individual  gays  and  straights  who 
work  together  for  gay  liberation?  Is  it 
possible  for  heterosexuals  to  participate 
in  our  struggle  without  examining  their 
inability  to  make  love  with  others  of 
their  own  sex? 

And  what  will  be  the  end-point  of  gay 
liberation?  Can  the  two  sexualities  co- 
exist? Must  one  drive  the  other  out?  Or 
can  a  single  sexuality  accomnodate  both 
homo-and  hetero-eroticism  without 
segregation? 

At  this  point,  only  questions.  D 
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Everywoman 

by  Rose  Stanton,  with  Bea  Baker 


Dreams  and  disappointments 


Women  playing  football.  Women  mak- 
ing music.  Women  selling  crafts.  Wo- 
men talking,  sunning,  smiling,  laughing, 
being.  Women. 

I  confess:  I  love  women.  And  I  spent 
six  months  planning,  arranging,  saving 
for  and  anticipating  the  Fourth  Annual 
Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festival  — 
not  so  much  for  the  music  as  for  the 
chance  to  spend  four  days  getting  natur- 
ally stoned  on  women.  And  I  don't  care 
who  knows  it. 

It  was  also  intended  as  a  mother- 
daughter  holiday  for  me  and  my  four- 
and-a-half-year-old.  However,  she  sized 
up  the  situation,  shucked  her  clothes, 
grabbed  her  sleeping  bag  and  kissed  me 
good  bye.  Our  only  contact  consisted 
of  her  trying  to  keep  me  from  invading 
her  space!  I  did  insist  that  she  return  to 
Canada  with  me. 

In  many  ways  the  festival  more  than 
matched  my  expectations.  I  had  a  good 


time  and  I  don't  think  we  should  take 
lightly  what  that  means  to  most  of  us 
who  slog  away,  day  after  day,  at  pretty 
routine  jobs.  But  there  were  aspects  of 
the  festival  that  greatly  disturbed  and 
disappointed  me. 

I  was  mildly  disappointed  at  how  far 
we  still  have  to  go  to  be  comfortable  with 
our  bodies  and  our  sexuality.  Most  of  us 
seemed  comfortable  going  shirtless,  but 
very  few  women  went  without  clothing 
altogether.  Of  course,  it  could  have  been 
that,  when  sitting  on  grass,  a  covered  ass 
is  a  defmite  advantage  (an  asset?). 

An  interesting,  and  I  think  informa- 
tive, incident  occurred  during  a  football 
game.  We  were  Skins  versus  Shirts  and 
the  Skins  were  short  of  players.  A  young 
woman  came  to  play  and  started  to  join 
the  Shirts.  We  called  to  her  to  join  us. 
She  did,  but  it  was  obvious  that  she  was 
uncomfortable  taking  her  shirt  off.  As 
soon  as  others  came  to  play,  she  said  it 
was  too  cold,  put  on  her  shirt,  and  play- 
ed on  the  other  side.  That  night,  after  a 
considerable  drop  in  temperature,  I  saw 
her  in  dress  pants  with  her  shirt  provoca- 
tively unbuttoned  to  the  waist  —  reveal- 
ing as  much  as  she  had  that  afternoon. 

The  festival  has  always  been  called  a 
women's  festival,  presumably  because  it 
is  open  to  all  women,  yet  many  perform- 
ers, announcers,  smd  participants  made 
references,  explicitly  or  implicitly,  to  the 
fact  that  it  was  a  lesbian  gathering.  And 
it  was.  There  may  have  been  some 
straight  women  present,  but  they  were  a 
small  minority.  Who  arc  we  trying  to 
kid?  We  certainly  didn't  fool  US  im- 
migration officials.  Why  aren't  we  open 
—  up-front  —  about  our  sexual  orienta- 
tion? In  the  long  run,  the  only  ones  we 
fool  arc  ourselves. 

1  don't  want  my  daughter  to  fear  men. 


The  lesson  she  was  taught  in  Michigan 
was  that  men  are  to  be  feared.  The  state 
of  Michigan  recently  passed  anti-nudity 
laws,  and  no  one  wanted  to  see  the  festi- 
val busted,  so  whenever  men  were  in  the 
area,  we  put  on  our  clothes.  Instead  of 
calmly  moving  through  the  crowds  say- 
ing "Shirts  on,"  women  were  excitedly 
yeUing  "Men  on  the  grounds,  men  on 
the  grounds."  At  four-and-a-half,  she's 
learning  fear  and  hostility  instead  of 
self-confidence  and  control. 

In  the  same  vein,  it  was  totally  out  of 
bounds  for  someone  at  the  day  care  tent 
to  organize  her  into  a  "Boy-Free  Space" 
demonstration.  At  day  care,  her  favour- 
ite playmate  was  a  boy.  Now,  in  kinder- 
garten, one  of  her  favourite  playmates  is 
a  boy.  It's  her  choice.  And  it's  not  fair, 
or  right,  to  clutter  her  mind  with  confu- 
sions that  don't  need  to  exist. 

Which  brings  me  to  my  single  greatest 
disappointment  about  the  festival. 
When  I  was  three  months  pregnant,  and 
just  coming  out,  I  wondered  how  I 
would  feel  if  I  bore  a  son.  I  worried  that 
I  might  carry  over  my  negative  feelings 
toward  men  to  him,  and  that  I  might  not 
be  able  to  raise  him  fairly  and  lovingly. 
But  it  never  once  occurred  to  me  that 
other  women,  my  sisters,  would  ever  dis- 
criminate against  me  if  I  had  a  son. 

In  my  eagerness  to  go  to  the  festival 
I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  the  regis- 
tration and  publicity  material.  The  full 
impact  of  "A  Festival  for  Womyn  and 
Daughters"  didn't  hit  me  until  I  reached 
the  grounds.  I  was  asked,  not  once,  but 
three  times:  "Any  male  children  or 
dogs,  any  male  children  or  dogsl"  There 
was  a  seperate,  and  distant,  campsite 
and  day  care  set  up  for  women  with  sons. 

If  there  is  hope  for  a  future  non-sexist 
society,  it  hes  with  our  children.  It  is  our 
responsibiUty,  and  a  more  crucial  politi- 
cal action  than  any  demonstration  could 
possibly  be,  to  raise  our  daughters  to  be 
strong  enough,  and  fearless  enough,  to 
fight  sexism.  And  to  raise  our  sons  to  be 
free  of,  and  immune  to,  sexism.  We 
can't  do  this  by  practising  reverse  dis- 
crimination. We  can't  do  it  by  shunting 
boys,  and  their  mothers,  out  of  the  way 
and  pretending  that  they  don't  exist.  We 
can't  do  it  by  teaching  fear  and  dislike. 

When  I  was  pregnant  I  had  no  choice 
over  whether  I  had  a  son  or  a  daughter. 
How  dare  we  discriminate  against  our 
sisters,  relegate  them  to  second  class 
status,  for  a  genetic  factor  over  which 
they  have  no  control?  Of  course,  we 
could  have  chosen  not  to  become  preg- 
nant, or  to  have  abortions.  So,  maybe 
for  next  year's  festival,  some  women  will 
complain  that  women  with  female  child- 
ren should  also  be  segregated  because, 
after  all,  in  one  fashion  or  another, 
those  girls  will  have  been  fathered.  Per- 
haps, the  following  year,  the  most  poli- 
tically correct  will  decide  that  no  women 
should  be  allowed  because  we  have  all, 
in  one  way  or  another,  come  from  some 
man's  loins  as  well  as  some  woman's 
uterus.  For  whom  shall  we  then  have  a 
festival?  The  dogs? 

I'm  full  of  anger  and  sorrow  and 
alarm.  1  very  much  hope  there  is  a  fifth 
annual  Michigan  Womyn's  Music  Festi- 
val. But  I  would  rather  sec  them  cease 
than  sec  them  create  a  second  class  sis- 
terhood. U 
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MOVING? 
miUS! 

if  you  don't,  you  won't  get  the  sub- 
scription copies  of  TBP  that  we  mail 
to  you.  Instead,  we  will,  and  we'll 
have  to  pay  postage  due  when  they 
come  back  and  nobody  will  be  happy. 
So,  if  you're  planning  a  relocation, 
let  us  know.  Fill  in  your  name  here  as 
it  appears  on  your  subscription  lat>el 
(if  you've  got  a  copy  of  the  label  it- 
self, you  can  attach  it)  and  then  give 
us  your  new  address.  Try  to  include 
the  postal  code  too  —  that  will  keep 
the  post  office  happy  and  then  there'll 
be  three  of  us.  OK? 
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Jasmine 

and  Sandalwood 


Jasmine.  M\)Stica\.  Inesistable.  From  the  dawn  of  time  comes 
a  haunting  oil  to  arouse  the  most  primitive  nature  in  man.  The  exotic 
fragrance  of  the  Orient.  Now  it  can  be  i;ours,  to  enjo\^,  to  remember  and 
be  remembered. 

...and  Sandalwood.  The  scent  that  lingers  on  and  on. .  .captured 
in  the  world's  softest  soap  for  the  worlds  softest  skin.  Sandalwood.  A 
beautii  treatment  and  an  adventure  into  pure  luxun;.  A  gentle  soap  from 
the  purest  of  natural  oils. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  —  Jasmine  and  Sandalwood.  The  oil 

and  the  soap  —  both  brought  to  i;ou  to  experience  and  enjo^;.  You  won't 
have  to  wait  for  weeks  to  see  the  difference  in  ^/our  skin.  After  just  one 
bath,  }^ou  will  feel  and  see  a  visible  difference.  A  softer,  lovlieryou. 

Create  your  own  aura.  Linger.  ..long  after  \^ou  have  gone,  t/iey 
will  remember. 

Jasmine  and  Sandalwood.  Two  bars  of  soap  and  a  long-lasting 
(90  mil)  bottle  of  precious  oil,  onl\;  $9.95  plus  $1.00  postage  and  handling. 
(Provincial  sales  tax  of  $.65  is  included.) 

Make  cheque  or  money  orders  paifable  to:  Mother  Lode  Products, 
390  Dawes  Road,  Suite  302,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4B  2E5. 

No  C.O.D.  orders,  please.  Available  onli)  through  mail  order. 


in  Dialogue 
with  the  Gay  Community 


ay  two  noted 
Catholic  experts 

on  ministry  to 
gays  and  lesbians 


Fr.  Robert  Nugent,  SDS 

M.S.LS. 


Sr.  Jeannine  Gramick 
SSND,  PhD. 


A  timely  workshop  on  homosexuality 

Sponsored  by  the  Centre  of  Affirmation  and  Dialogue, 

and  held  at  the  Catholic  Information  Centre, 

near  the  Bathurst  Subway  Station,  Toronto. 

Saturday,  November  1 7, 1979, 9  AM  to  4  PM 

Monday,  November  19, 1979, 9  AM  to  4  PM 

Fee:  $1 2.00,  $6.00  for  students 

Registration: 

Name: 


Address:. 


.Postal  Code:. 


Ptwne: 

Send  to: 

Centre  of  Affirmation  and  Dialogue, 
St.  Philip  House,  507  Queen  Street  East, 
Toronto,  ON  MSA  1 VI.  Tel:  362-2662 


SolslburGrandmother 


by  Jane  Rule 


Seeing  through  both  eyes 


The  atrocities  men  have  committed 
against  women  are  increasingly  being 
used  as  evidence  against  not  only  hetero- 
sexuality  and  the  patriarchy  but  against 
men  as  a  category  of  persons.  Whether  it 
is  Chinese  footbinding,  African 
mutilation  of  the  clitoris,  centuries  of 
witch-burning  or  contemporary  wife 
beating  and  rape,  the  message  is  that 
men  have  a  deep  fear  and  hatred  of 
women  which  disqualifies  them  as  loving 
and  political  partners  in  any  effort  to 
make  the  world  a  sanner  and  kinder 
place. 

Such  arguments  are  not  aimed  at  a 
male  audience  but  at  women  who  persist 
in  "fraternizing"  with  the  enemy,  to 
persuade  them  that  even  our  fathers, 
brothers,  husbands  and  sons  are  mort- 
ally dangerous  to  us.  No  matter  how 
gentle  and  intelligent  men  may  appear, 
the  vast  industry  of  pornography 
delights  their  fantasies  and  confirms 
their  real  desire,  which  is  to  brutalize  us 
with  everything  from  their  dirty  socks  to 
their  giant  cocks.  They  are  never  to  be 
trusted. 

It  is  a  view  which  has  much  in  com- 
mon with  the  opinions  of  institutions 
like  the  church  and  psychiatry,  except 
that  the  opposite  sex  which  is  now  being 
feared  and  hated  is  men  rather  than 
women.  There  is  more  historical  cause, 
surely,  and  it  doesn't  do  anyone  any 
harm  to  be  aware  of  crimes  in  the  past 
and  present,  but  to  blame  and  want  to 
ostracize  or  eliminate  a  whole  catagory 
of  persons  because  some  of  them  are 
rapists  and  murderers  is  surely  the  real 
bedfellowing  with  evil. 

I  do  experience  daily  a  great  deal  of 
male  arrogance  I  could  live  without, 
and  the  best  men  I  know  are  still  part  of 
the  problem  rather  than  part  of  the  solu- 
tion. But  since  I,  who  have  everything  to 
gain  from  a  feminist  revolution,  find  it 
very  difficult  to  change  a  great  many  of 
my  own  attitudes  and  patterns  of  be- 
haviour, it  doesn't  surprise  me  that  even 
time  learning  to  live  in  those  terms . 
hard  time  learning  to  live  in  those  terms. 

What  gets  in  my  way  often  is  fear.  To 
have  that  fear  transformed  into  paranoia 
is  no  help  to  me  at  all.  It  is  one  thing  to 
be  reminded  of  real  danger,  quite 
another  to  be  terrorized  by  the  myth  that 
all  men  are  monsters.  Once  I  had  to  in- 
vigilate an  exam  in  one  of  those  window- 
less  lecture  halls  in  which  the  lecturn  is  at 
the  bottom  of  a  pit,  with  tiers  of  desks 
rising  away  forever  to  a  vanishing  back 
wall.  I  was  supposed  to  have  two 
assistants,  but  neither  had  turned  up.  As 
I  tried  to  get  the  exams  set  out,  students 
began  to  shove  at  the  doors  and  finally 
did  break  through:  a  hundred  and  fifty 
young  engineers  flooding  down  towards 
me.  The  one  who  reached  me  first  smiled 
and  said,  "It's  late.  Would  it  be  against 
the  regulations  for  me  to  help  you?" 
Those  barbarian  hordes,  intent  on  rape 
and  pillage,  suddenly  looked  like 
nervous  students  afraid  of  failing,  far 
more  my  victims  than  I  was  theirs.  We 
broke  the  regulations  together. 

Teaching  a  writing  course,  I  had  a 
number  of  male  students  turn  in  stories 
about  rape,  nearly  all  of  them  self- 
righteous  and  self-agrandizing  for  the 
protagonist.  One  was  a  particularly 
clever  satire  about  a  young  man  trymg  to 


learn  how  to  deal  with  the  system  by 
reading  all  the  proper  books  and  taking 
their  advice.  Confronted  with  the  Kaf- 
kaesque  nightmare  of  applying  for  a  job 
in  a  large  corporation,  he  gradually 
stops  conforming  and  starts  fighting 
back.  At  one  point  he  has  a  wrestling 
match  with  a  form  he's  supposed  to  be 
filling  out,  and,  though  it  nearly 
overwhelms  him,  he  finally  stabs  it 
successfully  in  its  marital  status.  His  last 
act  of  triumph  is  to  rape  the  secretary. 


Helping  a  woman  learn  self-defence. 

"Do  you  know  what  this  story  is 
saying?"  I  asked  him.  "This  fellow  isn't 
a  hero;  he's  a  victim,  victimizing  the  per- 
son even  less  free  than  he  is." 

"But  you're  not  supposed  to  think  of 
her  as  human,"  he  protested.  "She's 
just  another  symbol  of  the  establish- 
ment." 

"I  don't  think  women  readers  would 
see  it  that  way." 

What  we  have  to  fear  and  fight 
against  is  not  each  other  but  the  garbage 
in  our  heads  that  can  make  us  see  each 
other  as  symbols  of  the  establishment,  as 
enemies  rather  than  as  people  who  must 
learn  to  break  the  regulations  together. 

I  think  there  may  be  less  hostility  be- 
tween gay  men  and  lesbians  than  be- 
tween straight  men  and  women  simply 
because  not  many  of  us  try  to  live 
together,  facing  at  close  and  daily  range 
the  imposed  inequality  that  women  no 
longer  accept  and  men  haven't  yet 
learned  to  live  without.  Contrary  to  the 
cliche  that  we  can  be  defined  as  man- 
haters  and  women-haters,  we  may  be  an 
important  source  of  genuine,  if  limited, 
intersexual  sympathy,  and  it  is  we  who 
may  bring  this  centuries'  old  sex  war  to 
points  of  peaceful  negotiation. 

To  simply  co-opt  the  bigotry  from 
which  we  have  suffered,  however,  is  as 
corrupting  of  our  real  power  as  to  be  co- 
opted  by  and  become  tokens  of  the 
patriarchy.  At  both  extremes  a  woman,  in 
order  to  achieve  recognition,  is  forced  to 
be  not  better  than  a  man,  but  worse.  D 
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Having  been  censored 

out  of  history,  do  we  want 

our  history  constructed  by 

the  censors?  Having  been  made 

invisible,  can  we  now  appear 

only  as  corpses? 


THE  FGHT  TO  STOP  FRECMN'S  CRUISING" 


The  Ramble,  a  bucolic  thicket  on  the  west  side 
of  Central  Park,  has  been  a  cruising  spot  for 
as  long  as  anyone  can  remember.  Cole  Porter  celebrated  it  in  song  in 
1935  ("Picture  Central  Park  without  a  sailor..."),  and  it  is  still  one  of  New 
York's  most  popular  rendezvous,  sun-dappled  and  casual  by  day,  more  in- 
tense at  night. 

And  more  dangerous.  One  night  last  summer  a  gang  of  toughs  roamed 
through  with  baseball  bats  ("We  went  out  to  get  the  queers, ' '  one  of  them  said 
later  in  his  court  testimony)  and  beat  six  men.  Five  were  taken  to  hospital, 
seriously  injured. 

This  morning,  though,  the  place  seems  idyUic:  gay  men  in  cut-offs  and 
swimsuits  lie  sunning,  talking,  now  and  then  rising  to  go  off  into  the  woods. 
For  a  while  I  wander  the  twisted  paths,  picking  my  way  through  the  dense 
growth,  and  finally  sit  down  on  a  bench  to  read  my 
book  of  essays  by  Rosa  Luxemburg  and  eat  fruit 
from  my  knapsack.  Police  barricades  are  still  up 
nearby:  the  night  before,  William  Friedkin  had  been 
shooting  a  castration  killing  scene  here  for  his  film. 
Cruising. 

I  am  in  New  York  for  the  protests  against  the  film. 
On  August  20,  eight  hundred  of  us  had  marched 
from  a  rally  in  Sheridan  Square  to  a  film  site  on  West 
Street.  We  had  shrilled  our  disco  whistles  like  a 
swarm  of  angry  locusts  and  had  whooped  Indian 
war  cries  —  "The  streets  belong  to  the  people!" 
On  West  Street  the  cops  surrounded  us.  Somebody 
handed  me  an  egg  and  I  figured  eggs  can't  beat  clubs 
—  1  was  saving  it  for  Friedkin  when  a  cop  took  it. 
"But  it's  for  my  breakfast,"  I  said,  and  then  added, 
"Sitonit." 

Mounted  police  charged  into  a  large  group  that 
had  broken  away  to  get  closer  to  the  filming.  Night- 
sticks cracked  on  skulls  and  some  of  the  protesters 

NOVEMBER  1979 


BYSCOTT  TUCKER 


began  to  throw  bottles.  One  man  tried  setting  fire  to 
a  camera  cable  with  a  book  of  matches  and  was 
quickly  circled  by  kicking,  clubbing  cops.  A  dozen  of  us  broke  through, 
grabbed  the  cable  and  began  a  tug  of  war  with  the  police  until  they  pummelled 
us  back.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  called  cops  "pigs." 
Interviewed  in  the  New  York  Times,  Friedkin  called  the  protesters  "a  gang 
of  unruly  fanatics."  Soho  Weekly  News  columnist  Allan  Wolper  warned  that 
"The  Constitution  isn't  stamped  'For  Gays  Only'....  The  people  leading  the 
sit-downs  and  whistle  blowing  against  the  film  will  lose  their  war  for  equality 
if  they  manage  to  win  their  battle  for  censorship. ' ' 

What  constitutes  censorship?  What  constitutes  self-defence?  The  subtleties 
and  ambiguities  had  been  considered.  The  protesters  themselves  were  acutely 
aware  of  them.  Tugging  on  that  cable  —  knowing  I  wanted  to  destroy  that 

camera,  stop  the  filming  —  I  suddenly  saw  how  it 
had  crystallized  for  me.  I  knew  exactly  what  I  was 
doing. 

This  morning  in  the  Ramble,  though,  certain  ques- 
tions remain.  Should  we  have  been  trying  to  stop 
Cruising!  Was  that  possible  or  realistic  —  or  desir- 
able? Should  we  have  simply  said,  not  in  our  neigh- 
bourhood, not  on  our  streets?  Should  we  have  wait- 
ed until  the  film  is  shown  at  theatres  and  planned 
protests  then? 

Because  Cruising  burst  like  a  bomb  in  the  gay  com- 
munity, there  wasn't  always  time  for  these  and  other 
questions  to  become  clear.  Key  issues  were  hedged 
or  obscured  or  not  recognized  by  gay  spokespeopic, 
by  the  filmmakers  and  by  the  "free  press"  defending 
"free  speech"  without  ever  making  connections 
with  "free"  enterprise. 

Some  questions  can  only  be  left  open,  but  to  others 
the  protesters,  the  filmmakers  and  the  film  itself  can 
provide  answers. 
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"I'll  showyou  a  gay  corpse" 

In  1969  William  Friedkin  directed  the 
film  version  of  Mart  Crowley's  play, 
The  Boys  in  the  Band.  Earlier  that  year 
gays  in  Greenwich  Village  had  fought 
back  a  poUce  attack  at  the  Stonewall 
Inn,  and  a  new  generation  of  activists  — 
not  just  "politicos,"  but  people  from 
throughout  the  gay  community  —  pro- 
tested the  film's  depiction  of  gays  as 
doomed  queens. 

Friedkin  defended  his  film  then  by  say- 
ing that  "The  Boys  in  the  Band  is  not 
about  gay  life.  It's  about  human  prob- 
lems. I  hope  there  are  happy  homosex- 
uals. They  just  don't  happen  to  be  in  my 
films."  "You  show  me  a  happy  homo- 
sexual," says  one  character  in  the 
movie,  "and  I'll  show  you  a  gay  corpse." 

Cruising  offers  gay  corpses  in  spades, 
and  Friedkin  is  equally  disingenuous  in 
defending  it.  "This  isn't  a  film  about 
gay  life,"  he  told  journalist  Vito  Russo. 
"It's  a  murder  mystery  with  an  aspect  of 
the  gay  world  as  background." 

Jerry  Weintraub,  the  film's  producer, 
told  the  New  York  Daily  News,  "The 
gay  leaders  keep  asking  me  why  I  don't 
make  a  nice  film  about  homosexuals.  I 
don't  know  what  that  means." 

Neither  does  the  American  public. 
The  truth  is  that  happy  homosexuals 
"just  don't  happen  to  be"  in  any  Holly- 
wood films  —  unless  they  go  straight. 
The  more  substantially  a  story  deals  with 
homosexuals,  the  more  substantially  sad 
or  sinister  the  film.  The  Boys  in  the 
Band  was  a  sad  gay  melodrama  with 
campy  comic  relief.  Cruising  is  an  utterly 
unrelieved  gay  horror  film. 

The  script  of  Cruising,  written  by 
Friedkin,  is  based  on  a  1970  novel  by 
Gerald  Walker,  an  editor  at  the  New 
York  Times.  At  the  time  the  novel 
appeared,  gay  activists  asked  Walker 
what  he  thought  the  book's  social  effects 
would  be.  "Ah,  it's  not  my  business," 
he  replied.  A  police  lieutenant  in  the 
book  says  of  gays,  "They  think  the 
straight  world  is  the  enemy,  but  it's  them- 
selves." All  but  spoken,  this  remains  the 
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key  message  in  William  Friedkin's  film. 

The  Homosexorcist 

A  previous  film  by  Friedkin,  The  Exor- 
cist, portrays  the  gradual,  gruesome 
possession  of  an  amiable  teenaged  girl 
by  Satan.  After  great  struggle  Satan  is 
finally  exorcised,  but  dark  powers  still 
lurk  and  loom  in  the  world. 

The  script  of  Cruising,  which  the  film- 
makers kept  so  secret  that  Village  Voice 
columnist  Arthur  Bell  described  it  as 
"more  difficult  to  come  by  than  know- 
ledge of  Skylab's  crash  sites,"  was  leaked 
late  in  July  by  someone  involved  in  the 
production.  This  third  draft,  dated  June 
1 ,  shows  that  possession  and  exorcism 
are  still  dominant  themes  for  Friedkin. 

In  the  first  scene,  a  tugboat  captain 
discovers  "a  severed  gangrenous  Human 


Arm"  floating  in  the  polluted  Hudson. 
Later  in  the  city  morgue  "the  camera 
stays  hypnotically  on  the  lifeless  limb" 
while  a  detective  asks  questions  and  a 
medical  examiner  deciphers  on  the  arm  a 
tattoo  reading  "Pleasure."  (A  later 
scene,  in  which  a  fashion  designer  is 
knifed  in  a  porno  movie  booth,  juxta- 
poses the  orgasm  of  a  man  getting 
whipped  in  the  porn  flick  with  the  death 
agony  of  the  designer.  Moral:  The  wages 
of  sin  is  death.) 

Friedkin  claims  Cruising  is  a  murder 
mystery,  but  his  script  contains  no  puzzle 
as  to  "whodunit"  —  "it"  in  this  case  is 
a  series  of  dismemberings  of  gay  men  — 
only  as  to  why.  Early  on  we  get  to  see  the 
killer  as  he  stabs  a  man  in  the  back  while 
fucking  him;  we  aren't  left  guessing  who 
it  is  that's  going  around  cutting  off 
cocks  and  stuffing  them  in  his  victims' 
mouths. 

A  straight  cop,  played  by  Al  Pacino, 
is  sent  out  as  an  undercover  "gay' '  de- 
coy to  find  the  killer.  "How  far  do  I 
have  to  go?"  Pacino's  character  asks  his 
captain.  "If  we  send  out  an  undercover 
narc,  he  grows  a  beard  and  long  hair  but 
he  doesn't  have  to  become  an  addict." 
But  during  his  immersion  in  the  leather 
and  S&M  bars  he  becomes  possessed.  He 
breaks  up  with  his  girlfriend  and  be- 
comes interested  in  an  unsuccessful  gay 
playwright,  with  whose  jealous  lover  he 
has  a  violent  quarrel. 

The  killer  is  also  portrayed  as  a  failed 
artist,  but  a  heterosexual,  a  narcissist 
fond  of  musicals.  Whenever  moving  in 
for  the  kill,  he  speaks  in  "The  Voice  of 
Jack."  The  killer  has  a  humiliating  en- 
counter with  his  father  and  we  learn  that 
the  Voice  of  Jack  is,  in  fact,  his  father's 
voice.  This  encounter  turns  out  to  be 
imaginary:  dad  is  long  dead,  though  son 
continues  to  write  him  letters  begging 
for  approval.  Killing  exorcises  the 
punitive  father  and  the  killer's  own  sus- 
pected homosexuality  —  briefly. 

The  cop  and  the  killer  finally  cruise 
each  other  one  night  in  Central  Park. 
The  killer  muses  nihilistically  on  the  cos- 
mos and  "black  holes,"  and  both  then 


enter  a  dark  tunnel  (shades  of  Freud). 
They  drop  their  pants.  ("How  big  are 
you?"  "Party  size."  "What  are  you 
into?"  "I'll  go  anywhere."  "Dome 
first."  "Hips  or  lips?"  "Go  for  it.") 
Both  reach  for  their  knives,  but  the  cop 
"garrots"  the  killer  first.  As  he  dies  he 
stares,  unbelieving,  at  the  cop  "in  whom 
hesees  —  his  father  —  himself."The 
next  script  note  adds  that  the  cop  is  now 
"released.  He's  done  his  job,  he's  made 
a  choice,  and  he's  a  civilized  member  of 
society."  Granting  that  Friedkin 
intended  irony  here,  it  is  the  first  sign  of 
it  in  the  script,  and  it  occurs  in  a  paren- 
thetical note  that  the  director  may 
appreciate,  but  the  public  will  not  see. 

The  cop's  own  exorcism  appears  suc- 
cessful, but  demons  lurk  again  when  a 
fresh  gay  corpse  is  found  —  the  failed 
writer  to  whom  the  cop  had  been  attach- 
ed. The  film  ends  with  the  cop's  promo- 
tion to  Detective  jmd  his  return  to  his 
girlfriend. 

Friedkin  adds  one  touch  to  this  story 
that  may  seem  gratuitous  but  which  in 
fact  perfects  the  emasculation  of  a  pre- 
dator driven  to  castrate  his  prey.  In  a 
morgue  scene  a  medical  examiner 
informs  the  police  lieutenant  that  one 
victim's  anus  was  "dilated  at  the  time  of 
death"  and  that  he  found  some  semen. 
"Aspermia,"  he  said.  "No  sperm.  Your 
killer  is  shooting  blanks."  Friedkin  does 
not  have  the  killer  dress  up  in  the  clothes 
of  a  long-dead  mother;  he  may  have  re- 
frained only  because  Hitchcock's 
Psycho  beat  his  psycho  to  it. 

In  what  may  have  been  a  concession 
to  protests  against  Cruising,  producer 
Jerry  Weintraub  once  mentioned  the 
possible  inclusion  of  "a  good,  healthy 
gay  relationship"  in  the  film.  In  the  con- 
text of  the  other  characters  in  the  script, 
this  couple  would  look  like  vegetarians 
in  a  tribe  of  cannibals.  The  few  gays  with 
any  character  have  but  two  roles:  killer 
and  victim,  and  not  even  all  the  victims 
are  painted  in  more  than  two  dimensions. 
Cruising  doesn't  explore  the  lives  of  gay 
people.  It  murders  them  in  sequence  and 
exploits  their  deaths. 
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"You  wouldn't  talk  to  us..." 

When  gay  activists  first  learned  of 
plans  to  shoot  Cruising  in  the  Village, 
many  pleaded  with  the  filmmakers 
simply  to  consult  with  the  gay  commun- 
ity. In  an  open  letter  to  Friedkin,  jour- 
nahst  Doug  Ireland  wrote,  "You  didn't 
want  to  talk  to  anybody.  Instead  you 
went  to  the  Mine  Shaft... and  hired  its 
people  as  consultants.  Now  we  know 
that  the  Mine  Shaft  is  owned  by  two  het- 
erosexual ex-cops... Well,  since  you 
wouldn't  talk  to  us,  we  decided  to  talk  to 
you  —  in  the  streets." 

By  early  June  the  film  was  in  the 
second  of  eight  weeks  of  on-location 
shooting.  In  his  regular  column  in  the 
Village  Voice,  Arthur  Bell  reported  that 
the  film  promised  to  be  "the  most  op- 
pressive, ugly,  bigoted  look  at  homosex- 
uality ever  presented  on  the  screen,"  and 
urged  readers  "to  give  Friedkin  and  his 
production  crew  a  terrible  time  if  you 
spot  them  in  your  neighborhood. ' ' 

On  July  23  more  than  600  gay  people 
packed  Washington  Square  Methodist 
Church  for  an  emergency  Town 
Meeting,  responding  both  to  Bell's  warn- 
ing and  to  the  meeting  flyer  which  read, 
in  part:  Cruising  is  a  film  which  will  en- 
courage more  violence  against  homosex- 
uals. In  the  current  climate  of  backlash 
against  the  gay  rights  movement,  this 
movie  is  a  genocidal  act."  Doug  Ireland, 
who  helped  organize  the  meeting,  later 
reported  in  the  Soho  Weekly  News  that 
the  audience  was  asked  how  many  of 
them  had  been  targets  of  anti-gay  vio- 
lence within  the  last  year,  or  had  friends 
who  had  been.  More  than  half  raised 
their  hands.  Outside,  meanwhile,  a 
group  of  young  toughs  sharing  anti-fag 
jokes  with  the  cops  harassed  the  100  or 
so  gays  who  couldn't  cram  into  the 
church .  The  gang  later  got  into  their  car 
and  tried  running  people  down  on  Chris- 
topher Street;  one  woman's  hip  was 
injured. 

Ireland  was  asked  at  the  meeting 
whether  protests  against  the  film  might 
violate  free  speech  rights.  "We're  not 
attacking  Billy  Friedkin's  right  to  make 
this  film,"  he  responded.  "We're  just 
teUing  him  we  don't  want  it  made  off 
our  backs.  That's  not  censorship,  that's 
self-defence." 

The  day  after  the  July  23  Town  Meet- 
ing, gay  activist  Ethan  Geto  led  a  group 
to  meet  with  Mayor  Ed  Koch  and  ask 
him  to  withdraw  Friedkin's  film  permit. 
Koch  refused.  "To  do  otherwise,"  he 
said,  "would  involve  censorship.  It  is 
the  business  of  this  city's  administration 
to  encourage  the  return  of  filmmaking 
to  New  York  City  to  whatever  extent 
feasible  with  filmmakers."  When  Nancy 
Littlefield,  the  City's  liaison  with  film 
companies,  was  asked  by  phone  if  she 
thought  Cruising  would  be  good  for  the 
city  and  its  citizens,  she  replied,  "Any- 
thing that  brings  this  city  seven  million 
dollars  is  good,"  and  hung  up. 

Koch  was  right:  withdrawing  the  film 
permit  would  have  been  censorship.  But 
Littlefield's  point  was  lost  on  no  one  — 
the  "principled"  stand  on  free  speech 
was  also  a  very  profitable  one. 

Good  citizens,  good  money 

In  an  interview  with  Pete  Hamill  of 
New  York's Da/Ty/Vews,  Friedkin  said, 
"I  went  to  the  Anvil  and  the  Mine  Shaft 
(two  Village  leather  bars)  for  three 
months.  The  guys  in  it  seem  to  enjoy  it; 
it's  unique,  unusual,  and  that's  why  I'm 
looking  at  it.  I'm  trying  to  capture  the 
energy  of  it  and  the  quality  of  ritual.  1 
have  no  idea  what  it  means  to  them,  but 
it's  a  commitment." 

Speaking  of  the  undercover  cop  in 
Cruising,  Friedkin  says,  "He'smitially 


repulsed  as  many  people  might  be.  If 
you  dropped  a  citizen  of  Grand  Rapids 
into  the  Mine  Shaft,  he'd  probably 
collapse." 

Friedkin  knows,  of  course,  that  good 
citizens  will  pay  good  money  to  collapse. 
There  is  a  profit  to  be  made  from  incom- 
prehension and  intolerance. 

He  takes  pains  to  express  his  own  tol- 
erance: "There  is  no  comment  in  this 
film  that  it  is  degrading  or  that  it's  won- 
derful —  just  here  it  is,"  he  told  Vito 


Friedkin:  "I  beg  your  hard-on?" 

A  Cruising  Who's  Who: 

Billy  andJerry 

and  Ed  —  and  Arthur 

Director  William  Friedkin  is  no  stranger 
to  the  gay  scene  —  at  least  not  the 
parts  he  chooses  to  see.  Before  direct- 
ing The  Boys  in  the  Band  in  1969,  he 
paid  a  visit  to  Fire  Island's  meat  rack 
with  author  Mart  Crowley.  "It's  a  gigan- 
tic pit  with  200  to  300  guys  in  a  daisy 
chain  balling  each  other  in  the  ass,"  he 
recalls.  "One  guy  got  real  close  to  me. 
He  said,  'I  think  you're  cute,'  and  I  turn- 
ed around  and  got  out  of  there  as  quick 
as  my  legs  would  take  me." 

For  Cruising,  Friedkin  decked  himself 
out  in  leather  and  got  friendly  cops  he 
met  while  filming  The  French  Connec- 
tion to  take  him  out  to  what  he  calls 
"the  gay  underworld  —  that  part  of 
the  gay  world  that  is  closely  involved 
with  sex  and  drugs."  In  his  New  York 
Times  interview,  he  reports  being  fas- 
cinated by  the  S&M  bar  scene.  "It  seem- 
ed to  me  to  be  very  exciting.  And  unus- 
ual. And  outside  my  own  experience." 

Clearly.  In  his  script  for  the  film,  Fried- 
kin has  tough  S&M  types  cruising  the 
Ramble  in  open-toed  sandals  (shades  of 
Soys  in  the  Band?),  and  a  leather  bar 
habitu6  who  responds  to  an  ambiguous 
comment  with  the  oh-so-butch  barb,  "I 
beg  your  hard-on?" 
• 

Jerry  Weintraub,  the  44-year-old  Brook- 
lyner  who  is  producing  Cruising  for  Lori- 
mar  Productions,  has  mixed  feelings 
about  the  protests  against  the  film. 
"Before,  I  had  to  wonder  how  to  sell  it," 
he  says,  "but  now,  as  a  national  hard 
news  story,  people  are  titillated.  People 
in  Des  Moines  will  be  running  to  see  it.  " 
But:  "When  they  start  messing  with 


Russo  in  an  interview.  "These  scenes 
could  be  run  as  documentary  footage.  1 
don't  find  what  goes  on  in  these  bars 
particularly  shocking.  I  find  myself  in 
opposition  to  the  gay  community  people 
who  find  sex  bars  offensive  and 
condemn  them.  There's  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  this  film  won't  provoke  vio- 
lence against  gays,  but  I  think  it  might 
very  well  provoke  more  men  into  this 
kindofhfe." 

A  neutrality,  a  hberality,  then,  appro- 
priate to  a  film  on  Eskimo  domesticity 
or  a  nick  on  household  plumbing  —  so 
Friedkin  would  have  us  believe.  But 
what  is  "this  kind  of  hfe"  he  portrays? 
Is  it  a  kind  of  life  we  would  care  to  see 


anyone  provoked  into?  As  one  actor  in 
the  film,  Paul  Sorvino,  put  it:  "It's  dan- 
gerous to  be  gay . ' '  Cruising  presents 
this  danger  as  though  it  were  the  Nature 
of  Things  rather  than  examining  why  it 
is  dangerous  to  be  gay  in  this  society  at 
this  time. 

If  Friedkin  thinks  he's  directed  a 
documentary,  Jerry  Weintraub  thinks 
he's  produced  a  morality  play.  "What  if 
the  film  serves  as  a  warning  to  a  young 
guy  who  comes  to  New  York  looking  for 
a  thrill?  What  if  it  says  to  him,  don't  do 
this  stuff;  go  and  find  a  good  relation- 
ship." 

That  young  guy  might  like  to  take 
Uncle  Jerry's  advice,  but  Cruising  gives 


the  First  Amendment  and  my  freedom 
to  make  a  film,  I'm  against  that.  I  res- 
pect their  rights,  I  want  them  to  respect 
mine." 

Weintraub  confided  to  Vito  Russo 
that  he  had  resigned  from  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  when  they  defend- 
ed the  First  Amendment  right  of  Nazis 
"peaceably  to  assemble"  in  Skokie,  a 
predominantly  Jewish  suburb  of 
Chicago.  "The  Nazis  are  a  clear  danger," 
says  Weintraub,  "but  my  film  is  an  un- 
known quantity.  You  haven't  seen  my 
film  yet,  right?  So  nobody  knows  yet." 
• 

The  New  York  Times  not  only  gave  Fried- 
kin an  interview  in  which  to  defend  his 
film,  but  also  editorialized  in  support  of 
his  right  to  make  it.  Why  is  the  Times  so 
attentive  to  Friedkin's  free  speech 
rights  when,  during  the  week  of  the  pro- 
tests, it  did  not  see  "fit  to  print"  that 
hundreds  of  demonstrators  had  been  at 
film  sites  every  night? 

Just  possibly  because  one  of  its  edi- 
tors, Gerald  Walker,  stands  to  profit 
from  the  film.  He  wrote  the  book  on 
which  it  is  based  in  1970.  Arthur  Bell  in- 
terviewed Walker  when  the  book 
appeared.  As  Bell  walked  in  the  door, 
Walker  pulled  a  switchblade  from  his 
pocket,  said,  "I  want  you  to  know  I'm 
not  anti-gay,"  and  used  the  knife  to  clean 
his  nails.  Asked  about  this  later,  Walker 
says,  "I  was  just  trying  to  give  the  inter- 
view some  colour." 
• 

During  New  York's  1977  mayoral  cam- 
paign, Ed  Koch  responded  to  a  whisper 
campaign  hinting  he  was  gay  by  holding 
hands  with  Bess  Myerson.  Thus  re- 
assured, the  public  elected  him.  He  has 
since  come  out  —  in  support  of  the 
death  penalty  and  the  closing  of  eight 
city  hospitals,  including  three  desper- 
ately needed  by  the  black  and  Latin 
communities.  During  filming  of  Cruising 
he  refused  to  halt  City  cooperation  with 
the  filmmakers. 

Yet  he  had  wooed  —  and  got  —  gay 
votes,  and  issued  an  executive  order 
banning  anti-gay  discrimination  by  City 
agencies  as  soon  as  he  took  office. 

What  has  the  proclamation  meant  in 
reality?  Not  much  in  a  city  whose  Coun- 
cil annually  turns  back  broader  gay 
rights  bills.  In  an  interview  with  Vito 
Russo,  gay  officials  in  Koch's  adminis- 
tration said  they  feel  co-opted.  "For  all 
the  clout  they  have,"  Russo  concluded, 
"gays  inside  the  system  may  as  well  be 
as  dead  as  Harvey  Milk.  And  now  the 
gays  on  the  street  know  it,  too  " 

Welntraub(le(t):  "Nobody  knows  yet." 
Koch:  The  show  must  go  on 
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Articles  in  the  Times  and  elsewhere 
have  reduced  the  protests  against 
Cruising  to  a  personal  vendetta  against 
William  Friedkin  by  Village  Voice  colum- 
nist Arthur  Bell,  who  has  been  cast  in 
such  roles  as  the  Fuehrer,  Rot)espierre 
and  the  Ayatollah  Khomeini. 

Bell  agrees  that  his  Voice  column 
helped  spur  the  protests,  but  he  prefers 
other  comparisons.  "What  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  was  to  Jefferson," 
he  says,  "that  column  was  to  the  gay 
community."  Bell  has  also  been 
accused  of  damning  Friedkin  for  a  sin 
he  himself  commits:  exploiting  violence 
against  gays.  Bell  has  written  about 
such  violence,  but  has  always  set  it  firm- 
ly in  context.  One  of  the  stories  he 
covered  was  the  murder  of  Addison 
Verrill,  a  semi-closeted  writer  for  Variety, 
who  was  killed  by  a  man  who  had  been 
an  extra  in  Friedkin's  The  Exorcist. 
• 

Gay  journalists  besides  Bell  also  have 
been  active  against  Cruising,  both  in 
print  and  on  the  streets.  Doug  Ireland. 
who  did  a  New  York  magazine  cover 
story  on  the  beatings  in  the  Ramble  last 


Bell:  Jefferson?  Or  the  Ayahtollah? 


year,  wrote  Friedkin  an  open  letter  in  the 
Soho  Weekly  News.  "You  can  make  this 
film,  as  is  your  right,"  he  told  him,  "but 
not  with  the  imprimatur  of  our  commun- 
ity." Ireland  helped  organize  public 
actions  against  the  film;  at  one  point  he 
was  beaten  by  a  bouncer  for  leafletting 
in  a  gay  bar. 

Richard  Goldstein  did  a  major  piece 
on  the  protests  in  the  August  13  issue  of 
the  Village  Voice.  Writing  about  the 
S&M  bars  Cruising  exploits  as  back- 
grounds, he  noted.  "Illusion  —  not 
danger  —  is  the  point.  The  people  who 
go  to  these  bars  know  they  are  visiting  a 
Luna  Park  of  the  libido;  most  of  the  peo- 
ple who  patronize  Cruising  will  think 
they  are  seeing  ordinary  life.  Billy  Fried- 
kin wouldn't  know  ordinary  gay  life  if  It 
hit  him  in  the  face  —  which,  apparently, 
it  has." 

Longtime  gay  activist  Vito  Russo 
interviewed  Friedkin  during  filming  and. 
in  the  resulting  article  in  New  York,  let 
the  director  talk  himself  into  the  ground 
with  assertions  that  Cruising  is  not  anti- 
gay  But  he  gave  the  last  word  to  the 
wife  of  a  Lorlmar  Productions  executive 
who,  while  reading  the  script,  was  asked 
"Aren't  you  afraid  that  Itie  film  shows  all 
homosexuals  as  violent  and  sado-maso- 
chistic?" The  woman  leaned  over  and 
whispered,  """I  used  to  be  a  model  In 
New  York.  They're  all  like  that  I  know  "" 
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no  due  where  to  find  such  a  relationship. 
It  also  makes  S&M  mythologically 
dangerous  and  evil,  the  medium  for  the 
message  that  homosexuality  and  homi- 
cide go  together  like  Peggy  Lee's  "Love 
and  Marriage. " 

"I  don't  pretend  to  understand  places 
like  the  Mine  Shaft,"  says  Friedkin. 
"But  they  exist.  They  are  part  of  the 
world.  And  yes,  they're  violent.  While  1 
was  doing  my  research,  there  were  two 
murders  at  the  Anvil."  What  he  fails  to 
mention  is  that  those  two  murders  were 
in  no  way  sexual.  One  involved  a  pick- 
pocket, the  other  a  rowdy  drunk. 

Since  Cruising  is  really  a  horror  film 
like  The  Exorcist,  and  since  the  Incom- 
prehensible is  crucial  to  Horror, 
Friedkin  has  no  profitable  motive  in  un- 
derstanding the  context  and  meaning  of 
gay  S&M.  Gay  people  themselves  have 
every  reason  to  be  more  comprehending. 

Gay  S&M 

When  gay  extras  were  being  selected 
for  Cruising,  they  were  asked  what  kind 
of  sex  acts  they'd  perform  and  in  what 
degree  of  nudity.  They  were  also  asked 
to  provide  their  own  leather  gear,  so  al- 
most all  who  were  hired  were,  in  fact, 
regular  patrons  of  leather  and  S&M 
bars. 

"I  have  friends  in  there  who  are 
extras,  and  I  need  the  money  just  as 
much  as  they  do,"  said  one  protester  at 
a  film  location.  "But  it's  a  political  act 
to  be  in  this  film,  and  those  people  are 
dead  wrong."  I  was  among  those  who 
called  these  extras  traitors. 

Did  we  feel  betrayed  by  these  gay  men 
being  in  leather  in  the  film?  —  or  by 
them  being  in  leather  at  alll  That  is,  did 
we  feel  that  gay  S&M  shouldn't  be  ex- 
posed, or  that  it  shouldn't  exist!  Mo- 
tives, like  crowds,  are  always  mixed. 
The  extras  who  worked  for  Friedkin 
were  indeed  betraying  the  gay  commun- 
ity, but  the  ambiguous  impulses  of  those 
who  called  them  traitors  must  be 
acknowledged. 


In  his  book  Art  and  Pornography, 
Morse  Peckham  writes,  "It  does  not 
seem  to  me  theoretically  possible  to  cut 
more  deeply  into  the  very  heart  of 
human  behaviour  than  does  sado-maso- 
chism, for  it  reveals  nakedly  and  with 
full  intensity  the  adapting  animal." 
After  expressing  some  scepticism  that 
loving  kindness  is  "naturally"  human, 
Peckham  notes,  "To  impose  one's  needs 
on  some  segment  of  the  environment  in 
the  form  of  demands  is  aggression;  sub- 
mission is  to  permit  some  segment  of  the 
enviroiunent  to  impose  its  needs  on  one- 
self... To  call  submission  an  act  of  will  is 
correct,  for  the  segment  of  the  environ- 
ment one  manipulates  is  one's  own  body 
and  one's  own  personality  for  the  sake 
of  what  one  judges  to  be  one's  own  ad- 
vantage. Actually,  then,  submission  is 
really  aggression . . . . " 

In  contrast  to  Peckham's  elegance  and 
erudition,  John  Rechy  is  passionate  and 
polemical  in  his  book.  The  Sexual 
Outlaw.  "Explore  the  dynamics  of  gay 
S&M:  Playing  'straight,'  the 'S'  humili- 
ates and  even  tortures  the  'M'  for  being 
'queer'..."  He  adds,  "I  believe  in  the 
necessity  of  exploring  the  real,  not  the 
rationalized  world  of  S&M.  I  believe  the 
energy  produced  by  this  hatred  turned 
inward  dissipates  the  revolutionary 
energy.  Redirected,  refunneled,  that  in- 
ward anger  would  be  converted  into 
creative  rage  against  the  real  enemies 
from  without.  The  conclusion  is  inescap- 
able. The  motivation  of  the  'M*  —  as 
well  as  of  the  'S'  —  is  self-hatred.  There 
is  no  'S'  in  such  gay  relationships.  The 
whimpering  'masochist'  and  the  'tough' 
posturing  'sadist'  are,  in  reality,  only 
two  masochists  groveling  in  self-hatred. 
Gay  S&M  is  the  straight  world's  most 
despicable  legacy." 

Rechy  and  Peckham  represent  only 
two  points  on  a  spectrum  of  polemic  and 
speculation  about  S&M,  but  both  strive 
to  comprehend  their  subject.  Cruising 
exploits  S&M  crudely  to  mythologize 
our  lives,  to  make  them  fit  material  for 


"Did  we  feel 

betrayed  by  these  men 

being  in  leather  in  the  film? 

Or  by  them  being 

in  leather 

atain" 


Horror.  Friedkin  not  only  reveals,  but 
strives  for,  incomprehension. 

Sadomachismo 

In  his  New  York  Times  interview, 
Friedkin  discussed  his  fascination  with 
the  leather  bars.  "Obsession  —  there 
was  true  obsession  in  those  places.  All 
the  films  I've  made  deal  in  one  way  or 
another  with  characters  who  are 
obsessed,  driven,  perhaps  sexually 
confused,  given  over  to  a  macho  image, 
which  is  generally  bluff,  and  living  on 
the  edge  of  danger. ' ' 

During  filming,  Friedkin  told  Vito 
Russo  that  the  killer  in  Cruising  "is  not 
gay"  and  the  cop  "doesn't  kill  any- 
body in  the  film."  A  crew  member  con- 


Cruising  and  the  Constitution: 

The  First  Amendment: 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder 

As  is  common  in  battles  concerning 
basic  rights  in  the  United  States,  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  Cruising  barricades 
harked  back  to  the  Constitution  to  jus- 
tify their  actions.  Two  constitutional 
amendments  are  directly  relevant  to  the 
controversy  roused  by  the  film  and  the 
protests. 

The  First  Amendment  reads,  "Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press; 
or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to 
assemble  and  to  petition  the  govern- 
ment for  the  redress  of  grievances." 
This  amendment,  part  of  the  US  Bill  of 
Rights  adopted  in  1791,  codified  many 
of  the  basic  freedoms  for  which  the  for- 
mer British  subjects  had  fought  a  revol- 
ution more  than  a  decade  earlier. 

(Canada,  of  course,  did  not  join  in  that 
rebellion.  In  a  recent  article  in  Saturday 
Night,  US  social  critic  Edgar  Frieden- 
berg,  a  resident  of  Nova  Scotia  for  the 
past  ten  years  and  author  of  the  up- 
coming book,  Deference  to  Authority: 
The  Case  of  Canada,  noted  that  the  lan- 
guage in  which  each  country  frames  its 
basic  rights  still  shows  the  difference: 
"Where  the  first  five  words  of  the  US  Bill 
of  Rights  are  'Congress  shall  make  no 
law,'  the  Canadian  document  provides 
that:  'Every  law  of  Canada  shall,  unless 
it  is  expressly  declared  by  an  Act  of  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  that  it  shall  oper- 


ate notwithstanding  the  Canadian  Bill  of 
Rights,  be  so  construed  and  applied  so 
as  not  to  abrogate,  abridge  or  infringe... 
any  of  the  rights  or  freedoms  herein 
recognized.' " 

The  Canadian  Bill  of  Rights,  therefore, 
applies  only  when  Parliament  agrees  it 
should.  It  is  not  part  of  the  British  North 
America  Act,  Canada's  "constitution," 
and  could  be  repealed  by  a  simple  act 
of  Parliament.  It  was,  in  fact,  suspended 
for  six  months  while  the  War  Measures 
Act  was  in  force  following  the  1970  "Oct- 
ober Crisis.") 

In  practice,  the  rights  afforded  by  the 
US  First  Amendment  have  never  been  as 
absolute  as  the  language  makes  them 
seem.  The  individual  states  were  not 
bound  by  it  until  1868,  when  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment  was  ratified.  It  reads, 
in  part:  "No  state  shall  make  or  enforce 
any  law  which  shall  abridge  the  privilege 
or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any 
person  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without 
due  process  of  law;  nor  deny  to  any  per- 
son within  its  jurisdiction  the  equal 
protection  of  the  law." 

Both  these  amendments  have  been 
instrumental  in  extending  and  maintain- 
ing civil  rights  and  liberties  in  the  US. 
The  First  has  protected  religious  groups, 
dissidents  and  cranks  of  all  kinds  from 
government  suppression  —  most  of  the 
time  —  and  the  Fourteenth  has  provided 
the  basis  for  other  amendments  guaran- 
teeing the  vote  to  black  men  and  later  to 
women.  It  is  also  the  basis  for  the  Equal 
Rights  Amendment  women  are  now 
struggling  for,  and  for  the  civil  rights  US 
gays  seek. 

Writing  about  Cruising  in  the  Village 
Voice,  Richard  Goldstein  noted,  "If  you 
look  behind  the  First  Amendment  to  the 


people  who  are  raising  it  as  a  defense  to 
slur,  you  see  that  for  the  most  part  these 
are  white,  male  heterosexuals.  The  far- 
ther away  you  get  from  this  nexus  of 
authority,  the  less  likely  you  are  to  find 
people  who  think  freedom  of  speech 
means  very  much  without  the  rest  of  the 
Constitution  —  especially  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment." 

First  Amendment  rights  were  of  little 
use  to  blacks  or  women  before  the  Four- 
teenth (and  later)  amendments  guar- 
anteed that  they,  too,  would  be  allowed 
to  exercise  them.  The  same  is  still  true 
for  those  who  don't  have  the  money  or 
the  power  to  make  their  free  speech 
heard. 

The  rights  some  Americans  take  for 
granted  were  not  achieved  without 
struggle.  The  First  Amendment  was 
born  not  only  of  the  Revolution,  but  also 
of  the  vigilance  of  six  of  the  thirteen  ori- 
ginal states,  which  refused  to  ratify  the 
strongly  centralist  Constitution  without 
a  guarantee  that  a  Bill  of  Rights  would 
be  included.  The  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment secured  rights  which  were  won 
only  after  four  bloody  years  of  civil  war; 
even  after  that,  passage  of  the  Amend- 
ment generated  riots  across  the  defeat- 
ed South  in  which  upstart  blacks  were 
murdered  by  white  mobs. 

We  can  hope  to  moderate  the  social 
struggles  that  will  inevitably  accompany 
efforts  to  achieve  economic  democracy, 
but  we  don't  dare  delude  ourselves  as  to 
what  even  moderate  struggle  may 
involve. 

"Those  who  favour  freedom  and  yet 
deprecate  agitation,"  wrote  black  Aboli- 
tionist Frederick  Douglass  in  1857,  "are 
people  who  want  crops  without  plowing 
up  the  ground." 
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fided  to  Russo,  however,  that  the  cop 
had  become  a  killer  and  is  gay. 

But  suppose  the  killer  isn't  gay,  just 
"sexually  confused."  If  queerbashers 
and  killers  are  false  straights  or  latent 
queers,  then  true  and  tolerant  straights 
are  released  from  any  complicity  in 
crimes  which  queers  commit  on  queers. 

In  reality,  genuinely  straight  queer- 
bashers and  killers  do  exist,  and  what 
they  express  is  not  only  aberrant  "homo- 
sexual panic."  They  express,  in  its  most 
intolerant  form,  the  average  sado- 
machismo of  the  average  straight  man. 

Sado-machismo  is  as  pervasive  as  God 
and  Kleenex,  can  be  as  invisible  and 
seem  as  innocuous.  //  is  as  much  the  sub- 
ject of  Cruising  as  gay  S&M  is  —  if  we 
can  decipher  it  through  the  distortions 
produced  by  Friedkin's  lens. 

Sex  itself  is  only  one  of  the  things  that 
panic  straight  men  about  homosexual- 
ity. Beyond  that  panic  is  a  deeper  fear 
about  the  intimacy,  the  tenderness  and 
the  non-hierarchical  relations  such 
sexuality  can  engender  between  men. 
These  are  potentially  subversive  of  the 
whole  social  hierarchy:  sado-machismo 
cements  each  one  of  us  into  our  "pro- 
per" place  in  the  pyramid.  It  operates 
when  dads  jeer  sons  for  sissiness,  when 
husbands  beat  and  rape  wives,  when 
straight  punks  bash  queers,  when  funda- 
mentalists attack  feminists  —  and  when 
we  submit. 

Patriarchy  would  not  be  such  an  ab- 
straction if  we  talked  more  about  how 
sado-machismo  is  actually  passed  from 
father  to  son.  A  straight  young  Baptist 
recently  asked  me,  "Don't  all  gays  hate 
their  fathers?  Our  pastor  says  that's  why 
all  gays  hate  God  the  Father."  Underly- 
ing such  mythology  is  the  fact  that 
fathers  do  serve  as  the  punitive  arm  of 
the  patriarchy,  having  themselves  been 
punished  into  loyalty.  The  dominant 
ideology  about  gay  men  is  that  we  were 
punished  into  deviance:  the  penalties 
worked  too  well,  producing  anomalies 
contradictory  to  the  rule  of  the  fathers. 

What  makes  the  killer  in  Cruising 
tick?  His  father.  Sons  like  the  killer  serve 
as  a  warning  to  all  fathers:  to  punish 
sons  out  of  deviance,  punish  with  care. 
The  terms  of  this  warning  are  fictional 
and  personal:  the  effect  is  personal  and 
political. 

Gays  can  be  a  threat  to  patriarchy  if 
we  are  not  crushed  or  co-opted  by  it,  but 
a  positive  effect  can't  be  explained  by  a 
negative  cause.  Homosexuality  has  its 
own  positive  social  dynamic  for  persev- 
ering against  penalties.  In  gay  S&M  inter- 
actions the  "S"  may  signify  either  Sadist 
or  Slave,  the  "M"  either  Masochist  or 
Master.  A  reduction  of  S&M  to  the  give 
and  take  of  pain  —  or  to  murder,  as  in 
Cruising  —  ignores  the  permutations  of 
power  which  it  may  involve.  Masochists 
may  be  masterful  and  sadists  slavish. 
Often  S&M  involves  rituals  and  fetish- 
isms  where  there  is  no  pain  or  even 
contact. 

Cruising,  however,  simplifies  and  fal- 
sifies: gay  S&M  means  dying  and  killing. 
The  film  "documents"  at  a  glance  real- 
ities which  require  contemplation.  Gay 
S&M  roles  may  be  "acted  out"  quite 
seriously,  but  they  are  not  immutable. 
Friedkin  was  not  serious  in  his  claim  that 
he  wished  "to  capture  the  quality  of  rit- 
ual" in  gay  S&M:  he  confuses  its  con- 
sensual and  reversible  roles  with  the  co- 
erced and  infiexible  roles  sado- 
machismo  imposes  on  us  in  the  world  at 
large.  The  masks  of  gay  S&M  may  some- 
time mold  the  face,  the  postures  may 
sometimes  mold  the  person,  but  only 
rarely  does  the  act  become  fact:  only 
rarely  are  the  roles  chosen  in  gay  S&M 
truly  injurious  or  fatal.  The  roles  sado- 
machismo  imposes  on  us  are  often  so.  In 
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Philadelphia,  where  I  live,  a  cop  was 
recently  acquitted  after  he  blew  the 
brains  out  of  a  black  teenager  who  was 
handcuffed.  Many  of  the  extras  in 
Cruising  also  wore  handcuffs  hanging 
from  their  hips,  but  while  gay  S&M  may 
toy  with  that  terror  and  may  inevitably 
reflect  the  dominant  context  of  sado- 
machismo,  it  is  by  no  means  equivalent 
to  it. 

Free  speech,  free  enterprise 

During  the  protests,  many  gay  men 
realized  for  the  first  time  just  what  kind 
of  struggle  women  are  waging  against 
media  misogyny  and  abuse.  Feminists  at 
a  recent  conference  on  pornography 
watched  a  slide-show  of  media  assaults. 


epitomized  by  a  Hustler  cover  showing  a 
woman  being  fed  into  a  meat  grinder. 
That  kind  of  imagery  is  big  business,  and 
with  its  images  of  gay  men  dying  with 
their  cocks  hacked  off  and  stuffed  in 
their  mouths,  so  is  Cruising. 

When  it  came  right  down  to  the  police 
barricades.  Cruising  had  on  its  side 
Mayor  Koch,  mounted  police  and  riot 
squads  armed  with  guns  and  clubs,  the 
film  crew  goons,  the  power  of  the  "free 
press"  (the  A^ew  York  Times,  which 
barely  noted  the  protests,  saw  fit  to  print 
a  half-page  of  Friedkin  defending  the 
film),  and,  most  crucially,  the  full  power 
of  "free  enterprise."  The  film's  budget 
was  $17  million. 

What  did  gay  militance  have  on  its 


Carole  Pope:  "It's  our  big  chance." 


Biting  the  Big  Apple 

Rough  times 
for  Rough  Trade 

Toronto  is  such  a  small  city  that  when 
Carole  Pope  and  Kevan  Staples  of  Rough 
Trade  decided  to  do  the  soundtrack  for 
Friedkin's  Cruising,  just  everyone  (south 
of  Bloor)  knew  in  a  matter  of  hours. 

A  lot  of  people  felt  a  sense  of  betray- 
al. Many  of  Rough  Trade's  most  devoted 
fans  are  gay,  the  lyrical  contents  of 
Pope's  songs  are  filled  with  gay 
imagery,  and  on  stage  she  presents  an 
alluring  camp  image  of  "tomorrow's 
dominant  woman."  Only  a  week  before 
the  word  on  Rough  Trade  and  Cruising 
got  out,  Village  Voice  columnist  Arthur 
Bell  saw  Rough  Trade  perform  and  was 
so  astonished  he  didn't  believe  Pope 
was  from  Toronto  or  that  she  wrote  her 
own  lyrics. 

If  a  criterion  of  genius  is  being  ten 
years  ahead  of  your  time,  Carole  Pope 
and  Kevan  Staples  deserve  that 
accolade.  They  were  new  wave  when 
they  started  out  as  The  Bullwhip  Bro- 
thers in  Yorkville  in  the  hippy  days  of 
1968.  But  faced  with  a  provincial  Canad- 
ian attitude  that  if  Toronto  is  good,  New 
York  must  be  better,  and  a  branch  plant 
record  industry  controlled  by  the  Amer- 
ican giants,  they  still  don't  have  a  rec- 
ord contract.  (One  album,  recorded  by  a 
small  Canadian  company,  has  sold 
32,000  copies  worldwide  since  1976.) 

In  the  meantime.  Pope  and  Staples 
have  starved  on  the  one  hand,  and  won 
an  Etrog  for  best  film  score  of  1978  (for 
Allan  King's  One  Night  Stand)  on  the 
other.  So  when  Carole  Pope  says 
Cruising  is  a  break  for  them,  you  know 
where  she's  commg  from. 


When  they  were  offered  the  chance  to 
score  Cruising,  Pope  and  Staples  flew 
off  to  New  York  to  look  at  rushes.  Since 
they'll  be  doing  music  for  the  t>ar 
scenes,  most  of  the  clips  they  saw  were 
shot  in  S&M  bars;  they  also  viewed  foot- 
age of  one  of  the  murders,  which  Pope 
admits  was  "gruesome."  However,  she 
says,  'There  are  some  valid  things 
about  the  film,  too.  First,  Al  Pacino,  as 
a  cop,  goes  through  a  great  sexual  iden- 
tity crisis  and  ends  up  living  with  a  rath- 
er ordinary  gay  man.  Also,  the  film  is  a- 
bout  corruption  in  the  police  force. 

"Cruising  is  about  an  aspect  of  gay 
life,  and  I  don't  see  why  people  shouldn't 
see  it.  I  don't  think  people  will  be  taken 
in  by  the  violence.  As  for  the  sex  and 
S&M  going  on  openly  in  the  bars,  well  I 
believe  in  sexual  freedom  above  all  else, 
and  it  didn't  offend  me. 

"I'm  glad  we're  doing  it  because  I 
write  satirical  lyrics.  You  can  be  damned 
sure  I'm  going  to  make  fun  of  what's 
happening.  It's  also  going  to  be  dance 
music  —  new  wave  R&B.  Maybe  the 
soundtrack  album  will  help  change 
music  in  gay  bars  and  give  us  some  re- 
lief from  disco. 

"We  went  into  this  with  a  lot  of  reser- 
vations. But  it's  our  big  chance." 

Knowing  the  problems  Canadian  rock 
bands  face  when  they  compete  with  the 
American  music  industry,  I  can  under- 
stand some  of  the  frustration  Pope  and 
Staples  have  had  to  deal  with.  At  a  very 
basic  political  level  they  are  victims  of 
American  cultural  imperialism  which 
exploits  whatever  Canadian  art  it  can, 
and  starves  the  rest. 

I  can't  help  feeling  that  sense  of  be- 
trayal, and  I  wonder  if  their  decision  to 
score  Cruising  may  not  harm  their 
careers  more  than  it  helps  them. 

But  I  am  left  empathizing  with  what 
is,  essentially,  an  indefensible  position. 

Robin  Hardy 


side?  A  handful  of  gay  journalists,  a  few 
informers  from  the  crew,  20  extras  who 
quit   the  production  in  disgust,  1 ,5(X) 
people  at  one  protest,  only  five  at 
another,  weapons  consisting  of  slogans, 
leaflets,  whistles,  and  later  eggs  and 
bottles. 

And  next  to  no  bucks.  When  gay  bar 
owners  exercised  their  free  enterprise 
rights  by  covering  rheir  signs  and  refus- 
ing to  become  part  of  the  film's 
backdrop,  producer  Jerry  Weintraub 
likened  them  to  members  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan.  If  cops  barricaded  Harlem  streets 
so  that  the  real  Klan  could  film  a  racist 
movie  there  (using  either  Uncle  Toms  or 
whites  in  black-face  as  extras),  would  it 
be  Klannish  of  blacks  to  boycott  busi- 
nesses that  collaborated  with  the 
filmmakers?  Nonsense:  this  would  be 
seen  as  community  self-defence,  the 
kind  of  defence  gays  use  against  a  clan 
of  straight  bigots  and  profiteers  invading 
their  turf. 

"Mass  rallies  and  marches  and  sit-ins 
—  that  kind  of  civil  disobedience  is  wel- 
come, it's  important,"  said  Friedkin  in 
the  New  York  Times.  "If  that  had  been 
directed  against  Cruising,  I  might  very 
well  have  —  no,  I  would  have  been  per- 
suaded to  stop  filming."  Having  made 
aliens  of  some  of  us,  Friedkin  tried  to 
divide  us  further  by  pitting  his  idea  of 
"welcome"  protests  against  the  "unruly 
fanatics"  who  did  rally  and  march  and 
sit-in  to  stop  his  film.  The  great  major- 
ity were  moderate  and  became  more  mil- 
itant only  as  the  situation  itself  grew 
more  provocative. 

Who  finally  initiated  the  violence?  I 
don't  know  and  I  doubt  anyone  does  for 
sure.  Some  might  say  our  puny  power 
should  never  have  been  pitted  against 
their  great  power,  that  doing  that  was  in 
itself  a  delusion  induced  by  sado- 
machismo,  that  such  a  confrontation 
could  only  lead  to  bad  press,  injured 
people,  and  defeat.  I  can't  dismiss  that 
argument:  I  don't  accept  it,  either. 

I  was  made  sick  by  the  heads  bloodied 
on  the  night  of  August  20,  and  I  wasn't 
thrilled  to  be  clubbed  myself.  But  our 
puny  power  was  sufficient  for  Stone- 
wall. Defeat  followed  that  occasion  in 
the  sense  that  business-as-usual  was  res- 
tored. But,  in  fact,  oppressive  Law  and 
Order  were  from  then  on  increasingly 
challenged.  Without  such  a  "defeat"  as 
Stonewall,  how  could  we  have  gone  on 
to  other  victories?  Though  we  disrupted 
some  scenes,  Friedkin  finished  filming  in 
the  Village,  and  Cruising  is  scheduled 
for  distribution  in  February.  A  defeat? 
Only  for  those  who  imagined  they  could 
fight  this  skirmish  with  free  enterprise  as 
though  it  were  the  whole  campaign. 

Years  ago,  Hannah  Arendt  roused  a 
storm  of  protest  when  she  wrote  of  "the 
banality  of  evil' '  embodied  in  a  man  like 
the  Nazi  criminal  Eichmann.  Gay  people 
on  both  sides  of  the  barricades  were 
called  Nazis,  the  protesters  for  their 
tactics,  the  S&M  extras  for  their  lives.  If 
we  are  to  know  our  enemies,  we'd  better 
not  make  a  Nazi  of  Friedkin.  But 
Arendt's  insight  is  useful  in  understand- 
ing him:  he's  an  extremely  banal  man. 
Nothing  "alien"  is  human  to  him.  He's 
not  greatly  evil  himself;  he's  just  one  of 
those  people  who  makes  great  evil 
possible. 

Will  the  film  directly  provoke  murders, 
as  some  claimed,  or  was  this  simply 
"rousing"  rhetoric?  Direct  cause  and 
effect  is  usually  hard  to  prove,  but  films 
like  Cruising  can  charge  an  already 
stormy  atmosphere  so  that  lightning  fin- 
ally strikes  "at  random."  And  the  mess- 
ages such  a  film  carries  help  to  keep  us 
fearful  and  in  our  "proper"  place  in  the 
hierarchy  of  power. 

Wc  have  already  recognized  that  in- 


dustry cannot  be  allowed  to  pollute  our 
environment  "freely,"  and  anti-nuclear 
activists  have  already  moved  from  sym- 
bolic action  to  actual  obstruction.  The 
cultural  environment  is  also  full  of 
ideological  radiation.  We  have  good 
grounds  for  viewing  the  film  industry  as 
an  abused  public  utility,  good  grounds 
for  demanding  resources  to  make  our 
own  films.  With  a  budget  of  $17  million 
going  for  Cruising,  pulling  a  production 
cable  was  little  more  than  a  symbolic  act. 
But  it  was  one  way  to  say  we  won't  let 
free  enterprise  monopolize  free  speech. 
Defend  free  speech?  To  be  sure.  But 
often  you  must  create  it  first.  The  surest 
defence  of  such  rights  as  now  exist  will 
come  from  those  working  for  economic 
democracy.  The  right  to  say  what  one 
wants  means  little  to  those  who  haven't 
got  the  bucks  —  and  the  power  that 
comes  from  those  bucks  —  to  make 
themselves  heard.  Free  speech  costs.  So 
far,  most  people  can't  afford  it. 

The  political  is  personal 

In  one  newspaper  report  a  frustrated 
protester  at  a  film  site  was  quoted  as  say- 
ing, "There's  only  one  way  to  stop 
Cruising,  and  that's  to  stop  cruising." 

If  we  stop  cruising,  then  Cruising  will 
have  stopped  us.  Is  there  any  good 
reason  why  the  streets  and  parks  should 
not  be  safe  for  simple  gay  sociability? 
Even  for  sex?  Women  have  long  feared 
to  walk  the  streets  at  night,  knowing  the 
risk  of  rape,  knowing  how  cops  and 
courts  blame  the  victims.  But  now 
women  are  marching  en  masse  to 
demonstrate  that  they  will  "Take  Back 
the  Night."  Certainly  gay  people  should 
respond  with  equal  courage. 

I  remember  the  first  time  I  visited  the 
Anvil  bar.  A  young  man  was  bound  on 
stage  and  was  getting  fist-fucked  by  a 
burly  man  in  a  leather  hood.  The  young 
man  couldn't  take  it;  he  said  so  and  the 
hooded  man  stopped,  unbound  him  and 
took  off  his  hood.  They  smiled  at  each 
other  and  then  kissed. 

Where  are  the  films  that  show  this 
reality?  Where  are  the  films  that  would 
explore  the  ambivalence  about  sexual 
submission  and  domination?  Where  are 
the  films  that  might  present  the  positive 
aspects  of  the  rough-and-ready  com- 
munalism  of  back-room  bars,  beaches, 
parks,  instead  of  "documenting"  such 
sexuality  merely  to  shock  a  public  which 
is  fanatical  about  the  "private  nature" 
of  sex?  Such  shocks  are  calculated  to 
bring  profit,  for  they  confirm  rather 
than  challenge  foolish  and  resentful 
morality. 

That  day  in  the  Ramble  I  met  a  beau- 
tiful blond  dancer,  a  boy  from  Texas. 
We  sucked  and  fucked  and  did  not  cas- 
trate or  knife  each  other.  Friedkin  has 
made  two  films  about  gay  men  focusing 
on  physical  and  emotional  wounds.  He 
does  not  turn  the  camera  on  himself,  on 
the  weapons  he  wields  against  us.  He 
doesn't  care  to  show  gay  affirmation, 
gay  resistance,  the  thousands  of 
everyday  acts  by  which  wc  survive  and 
love  each  other. 

Of  what  Cruising  shows,  William 
Friedkin  says,  "It's  there.  It  exists.  It's 
the  truth."  But  "It"  is  simply  a  pan- 
theon of  tired  archetypes  —  doomed 
queens  and  sinister  freaks.  Such  arche- 
types have  shaped  our  lives.  To  recog- 
nize stereotypes  is  to  demystify  arche- 
types: it  is  to  change  our  lives.  If  we 
must  inevitably  live  by  one  mythology  or 
another,  let's  at  least  have  a  choice  in 
creating  our  own. 

When  we  protested  in  the  streets, 
that's  what  wc  were  trying  to  say.  We're 
here.  We  exist.  We,  too.  arc  the  truth. Q 
Scott  Tucker,  who  lives  in  Philadelphia, 
helped  organize  the  Washington  march. 
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An  Open  Letter 
to  the  Gay  Community 


Dear  Friends: 

Every  second  Sunday  evening,  the  members  of  the 

TAG  collective  get  together.  As  we  vary  widely  in  our 

lifestyles  and  attitudes,  these  meetings  afford  us  an  opportunity 

to  share  with  each  other  our  differing  perspectives 

on  matters  related  to  the  peer  counselling  services 

we  provide. 

The  primary  function  of  our  group 

is  to  staff  a  phone  line  which  allows  more  than  3,000  people  a  year 

to  "talk  to  someone  about  being  gay. " 

With  some  new  members,  TAG  could  further  develop 

its  services  within  the  gay  community.  If  you  would  like  to 

contribute  some  time  and  energy  to  the  work  TAG  is  doing, 

we  would  like  you  to  call  us.  The  number  is  964-6600. 

Yours  sincerely. 


Toronto  Area  Gays 

Box  6706,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario 

MS  W 1X5 


Are  the  bill  collectors 
hounding  you? 


BEING  IN  DEBT  IS  NOT  A  CRIME.  Stop  being  treated  like  a 
criminal,  afraid  of  answering  the  telephone  or  the  doorbell. 
Now,  at  last  there  is  help  for  you!  We  can't  pay  your  bills  for  you, 
but  we  can  tell  you  how  to  stop  the  letters  and  telephone  calls  from 
driving  you  crazy  until  you  can  pay!  We  can  show  you  simple  ways  to 
handle  collection  agencies  so  they  will  stop  threatening  you  and 
can  show  you  ways  to  help  solve  your  debt  problems  without 
fear  or  embarassment. 

BEING  IN  DEBT  IS  NOT  A  CRIME  is  written  in  easy-to-under 
stand  language  with  no  legal  jargon.  Samples  of  actual  telephone 
conversations  and  letters  are  included  so  you  can  learn  how  to  keep 
your  cool  and  handle  your  problems  and  the  bill  collectors. 

BEING  IN  DEBT  IS  NOT  A  CRIME  has  been  used  by  other 
people  in  debt  —  just  like  you  —  and  it  works.  Get  back  your  peace 
of  mind.  Order  your  copy  and  stop  worrying. 

To  receive  your  copy,  send  cheque  or  money  order  along  with  your 
name,  address  and  telephone  number  to  Kitto  Associates, 
6  Northumberland  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M6H 1P7. 
$10.00  per  copy.  Available  only  through  mail  order. 
No  C.O.D.  orders,  please. 
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The  We  Want  the  Music  collective's  gathering 

of  mothers  and  daughters  turned  dreams  of  wine,  women  and  song 

into  reality  foracres  of  Amazons.  Music.magic... 


We  followed  the  road  map  carefully 
through  a  maze  of  state  and  sec- 
ondary highways;  when  we  hit  the 
gravelled  country  roads,  we  tossed  it 
out.  The  route  of  the  thousands  who 
had  come  before  us  was  as  easy  to 
follow  as  genetic  memory.  A  trail 
was  carved  into  the  road  beds. 

"This  is  the  largest  gathering  of 
lesbians  in  the  world,  "  emcee 
ThereseEdet  proclaimed.  We  were 
bound  together  in  shared  euphoria. 
Eight  thousand,  or  more,  of  us 
hitch-hiked,  flew,  bicycled, 
travelled  in  old  Volkswagons,  taxi 
cabs,  and  shiny  rented  vans  for  this 
pilgrimage  —  the  Fourth  Annual 
Michigan  Womyn  's  Music  Festival. 


By  Chris  Bearchell 

Photos  by  Marg  Moores 

and  Almerinda  Travassos 

In  the  south-west  corner  of  the  state  of 
Michigan  is  a  little  town  called  Hesperia. 
Every  year,  for  the  past  four  years,  local 
businesses  have  enjoyed  a  remarkable 
boom  during  the  last  couple  of  weeks  of 
August.  A  few  miles  away,  on  a  piece  of 
property  that  manages  to  combine  sandy 
hollows,  grassy  fields,  and  wooded  hill- 
sides, the  miracle  of  Michigan  unfolds. 

I've  been  involved  in  lesbian  move- 
ment politics  for  years;  I'd  never  been  to 
Michigan  (the  festival,  not  the  state)  be- 
fore. I'd  heard  about  it,  I'd  read  about  it, 
and  I  knew  what  to  expect  of  it.  There'd 
be  a  camp  ground,  a  lot  of  women,  ex- 
citing outdoor  concerts,  work  to  do,  and 
everything  a  woman,  or  rather,  several 
thousand  women,  would  need  to  live  on 
"the  land"  for  four  days.  This  much  I 
knew  from  the  brochure.  It  sounded 
simple,  and  beautiful,  enough.  Beautiful 
it  was,  simple  it  wasn't  —  and  I  was  not 
prepared  for  it. 

Not  that  I'd  forgotten  my  Girl  Guide 


motto.  Or,  for  that  matter,  anything  else 
that  that  illustrious  organization  had 
taught  me.  My  tent  was  waterproof,  my 
sleeping  bag  adequate.  I'd  brought  my 
flashlight  and  toilet  paper.  I'd  remember- 
ed my  long  Johns  and  sunburn  remedy  — 
both  were  essential.  But  alas,  all  the 
camping  lore  in  the  world  would  not 
have  been  enough. 

The  moment  the  car  started  sliding  a- 
round  on  the  muddy,  rutted  road  to  fes- 
tival parking  we  were  surrounded  by 
grinning  "old  hands"  and  giddy  new- 
comers hke  ourselves  —  most  of  them 
shirtless  and  tanned,  all  of  them  bright- 
eyed  and  beautiful.  My  heart  started 
pounding  and  didn't  settle  down  for  a 
full  twenty-four  hours.  Months  later,  the 
shock  waves  still  haven't  subsided. 

Shock?  I've  been  through  the  whole 
gamut  now:  coming  face  to  face  with  my 
own  lesbianism,  coming  face  to  face  with 
another  lesbian,  coming  face  to  face  — 
more  or  less  —  with  a  whole  room  full, 
a  dance  full,  a  bar  full  of  lesbians,  and 
now,  finally,  a  whole  —  albeit  small  — 
world  just  brim  full  of  lesbians. 


^ 


Delirium  one:  I  didn't  believe  it  was 
real.  I  had  to  supress  the  urge  to 
pinch  myself. 


When  we  first  arrived,  my  travelling 
companion  and  I  declined  a  lift  on  the 
"shuttle"  —  asteady  stream  of  trucks, 
vans,  and  station  wagons  that  transport- 
ed women  and  their  gear  from  parking 
to  "the  land,"  which  was  off  limits  to 
vehicular  traffic.  We  shouldered  our 
packs  and  skittered  through  the  bush, 
along  a  muddy  path,  and  emerged  into 
a  field  of  multi-coloured  tents. 

The  first  sight  was  intoxicating,  but 
deceptive.  The  tents,  it  turned  out,  were 
spread  out  over  a  series  of  fields  and  hill- 
sides. And  the  landscape  kept  changing. 
New  tents  sprung  up  Uke  mushrooms. 
Landmarks  had  an  uncanny  habit  of  dis- 
appearing, transforming,  or  reappearing 
somewhere  else. 

"I'm  in  the  orange  pup  tent  just  north 
of  the  big  teepee  on  the  fern-covered 
hiU." 

"Which  teepee?" 

"I'm  sorry,  the  one  on  the  left." 

' '  I  think  there  are  four  of  them ..." 

"Shit.  An  hour  ago  there  were  only 
two."  You  wouldn't  believe  me  if  I  told 
you  how  many  orange  pup  tents  were  just 
north  of  each  of  those  teepees,  unless  you 
were  there. 


"/  want  to  make  love  with  you 

'cause  you  are  a  woman 

and  I  am  one  too 

and  you  are  my  sister 

my  lover,  my  friend 

I'll  be  there 

when  the  day  tries  to  end. " 

—  Theresa  Trull 


I  was  afraid  to  blink.  Then,  for  a  while. 


I  didn't  care  if  I  knew  where  I  was  or  not. 
And  finally  I  was  able  to  fall  in  with  the 
rhythm  of  the  teeming  tent  city.  I  became 
familiar  with  the  erratic  paths  and  natur- 
al boundaries  that  held  everything  to- 
gether. I  watched  the  whole  place  devel- 
op into  a  crazy  quilt  of  interlocking 
neighbourhoods.  Some  of  them  were  de- 
fmed  by  the  festival  organizers:  the  camp- 
site for  disabled  women,  the  quiet  area, 
and  chemically  free  camping  were  all 
clearly  marked.  (Trying  to  find  a  friend's 
tent  on  the  first  day,  I  was  winding  my 
way  carefully  through  the  quiet  area 
when  a  woman  shouted  out  of  her  tent, 
in  the  direction  of  the  chemically  free 
campsite,  "Anyone  have  any  222's?") 
Other  neighbourhoods  were  defined  by 
prior  friendships,  by  common  geography 
—  I  was  in  an  area  heavily  populated  by 
"Southern  Ontarians"  —  and  still  others 
by  natural  features  of  "the  land."  Many 
neighbourhoods  gelled  around  late  night 


campfires  in  community  fire  pits. 

My  neighbourhood  felt  familiar,  com- 
fortable, without  ever  being  confining.  I 
didn't  have  to  "live  in"  other  areas  to 
appreciate  and  enjoy  them  too.  In  fact,  I 
never  felt  freer.  I  could  wander  anywhere 
—  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  —  with- 
out the  least  apprehension.  As  a  fervent 
beUever  in  "better  blatant  than  latent," 
I  am  acutely  aware  of  hostility  among 
my  urban  neighbours,  and  of  danger  on 
Toronto's  streets.  FeeUng  that  security 
for  five  days  is  something  I  will  never 
forget. 

Delirium  two:  I  didn't  believe  any- 
thing else  was  real.  I  wasn't  fully  a- 
ware  that  it  would  all  come  to  an  end 
until  I  was  on  my  way  home. 

We  were  high  on  inexpensive  American 
home-grown.  "I  am  going  to  dine  on 


women  tonight,"  my  friend  sighed. 

Bundled  up  in  a  down-filled  vest,  jeans, 
and  a  good  pair  of  boots,  she  huddled 
under  a  rain  poncho  by  night.  A  bag  over 
her  shoulder,  a  silver  labyris  on  a  chain 
around  her  neck,  and  a  good  pair  of 
sandals  were  all  she  needed  by  day.  It  was 
never  so  clear  to  me  how  purely  function- 
al clothing  could  be. 

The  rain  wreaked  havoc  with  the  sound 
system.  There  were  delays.  There  always 
are  at  these  things.  No  one  seemed  to 
mind  —  most  of  us  were  quite  content 
to  sit  back  and  take  it  all  in,  to  dance,  to 
make  new  friends  or  visit  old  ones.  I  will 
never  forget  the  night  we  put  the  aurora 
borealis  to  shame.  It  started  with  two  or 
three  waving  flashlights.  In  a  minute  it 
was  hundreds,  if  not  thousands.  The  sky 
glowed  with  an  eerie  light  and  we  gasped 
in  collective  awe  of  ourselves. 
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"Boy  — 

have  I  got  news  for  you..." 

—  Alix  Dobkin 


I  don't  know  what  it  is  about  music, 
more  than  any  other  expression  of  our 
culture,  that  brings  lesbians  together. 
Much  as  I  might  wish  it  was  something 
else  —  or  other  things  too  —  music  is 
the  source  of  much  of  the  magic  that 
keeps  us  going.  Although  many  women 
have  told  me  that  the  whole  experience  is 
more  important  to  them  than  the  con- 
certs, I  don't  think  Michigan  could  hap- 
pen if  it  wasn't  a  music  festival. 

Canned  music  between  evening  concerts. 
Women  danced  under  the  stars  to  the 
strains  of  a  popular  commercial  song. 
We  Are  Family.  And  we  were.  And  we 
were  exhilarated.  There  were  only  six 
thousand  of  us  at  that  point.  It  was  still 
early. 


But  the  evening  concerts  were  the  focus 
of  each  day  for  a  more  important  reason 
than  the  presence  of  fine  lesbian  music. 
The  concerts  were  the  place  where  the 
largest  number  of  us  came  together  at 
one  time.  Where  our  high  spirits  fed  on 
each  others  presence.  Where  our  favour- 
ite Amazon  fantasies  came  true.  Together 
—  thousands  of  us  —  the  night  was  ours. 

The  last  concert  of  the  festival  created 
some  of  the  most  intense  moments  I've 
ever  experienced.  The  act.  Alive,  put  on 
an  incredible  performance,  and  that  was 
surely  part  of  it.  But  the  swaying,  swoon- 
ing snake  dance,  to  the  beat  of  congas 
and  the  glow  of  flashlights,  that  finally 
over  took  the  hillsides  of  the  concert 
bowl  was  simply  a  moment  that  few  of 
us  could  let  go  of. 


It  wasn't  exactly  Utopia  come  to  life. 
There  were  problems.  It  rained.  I  argued 
about  politics.  There  were  things  I  didn't 
Hke,  things  others  didn't  like,  and  were, 
and  are,  working  to  change  (See  Every- 
woman,  page  21).  But,  by  and  large, 
everyone's  basic  needs  were  met.  1  he  real 
miracle  of  Michigan  is  that  the  dedication 
and  commitment  of  the  We  Want  The 
Music  Collective  can  coalesce  with  the 
energy  and  co-operation  of  several  thou- 
sand volunteers  to  provide:  food,  health 
care,  transportation  on  and  off  the  site, 
drinking  water  and  (icy)  outdoor  showers, 
child  care,  portable  toilets,  security, 
places  for  messages,  merchants  and  meet- 
ing women  in  workshops  —  and  all  that 
music. 

One  corner  of  the  site  was  cordoned- 
off.  The  signs  read:  Co-ordinators  Area. 
Hidden  in  a  thicket  of  trees  was  another 
face  of  the  festival.  Here  was  where  the 
worrying,  organizing,  juggling,  and  crisis 
managing  went  on.  A  small  public  ad- 
dress system  buzzed  constantly.  Women 
were  summoned,  jobs  delegated,  infor- 
mation disseminated.  Many  of  these 
women  had  been  here  for  weeks.  The 
tent  of  one  Toronto  woman  who  had 
been  helping  out  was  equipped  with  a  cot 
and  an  armchair.  Their  workload  was 
tremendous,  and  yet,  the  only  satisfac- 
tion the  organizers  seemed  to  get  out  of 
it  was  the  knowledge  that  their  efforts 
made  the  festival  experience  accessible  to 


and  memorable  for  all  the  women  who 
had  participated. 

Each  of  us  who  did  our  volunteer 
workshifts  caught  a  little  glimpse  of  what 
went  on  behind  the  scenes  of  this  marvel- 
ous circus.  My  mind  reeled  at  the  thought 
of  carrying  out  all  of  those  tasks  put  to- 
gether —  at  the  collective  process,  at  the 
nerve,  and  guts,  and  faith  of  the  women 
who  worked  year-round  to  make  the  fes- 
tival happen,  so  that  several  thousand 
visionaries  could  have  the  opportunity 
of  a  lifetime  —  the  chance  to  live  out 
their  visions. 


"Oh  my  darling  companion 

how  you  can  satisfy. 

Oh  can 't  you  hear  me  cry 

when  I  think  of  how  they  lied. 

I  can  feel  the  fire  raging 

and  there's  no  disguise. 

Oh  my  darling  companion 

how  many  girls  have  died 

without  a  woman 's  tender  heart 

and  love  along  beside?" 

-Berkeley  Women 's  Music  Collective 


I  don't  know  whether  or  not  there  will 
be  a  Fifth  Annual  Michigan  Womyn's 
Music  Festival.  This  year,  rumour  had  it, 
was  to  be  the  last.  One  factor  that  might 
force  that  decision  is  the  attention  of  the 
outside  world.  This  mass  pilgrimage  has 
not  gone  unnoticed.  Local  hooUgans  are 
annoying,  but  their  effect  on  eight  thou- 
sand dykes  is  ultimately  negligible.  The 
real  danger  lies  elsewhere.  The  border 
guards  who  harassed  Canadian  lesbians 
on  their  way  to  the  festival  were  not  the 
only  arm  of  US  officialdom  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  event.  Planes  circled  over- 
head from  time  to  time.  And  periodically, 
announcements  would  be  made  from  the 
stage  that  we  were  to  remain  fully  clothed 
during  visits  from  "health  inspectors." 

"Sisters  tell  your  brothers 

we  have  to  fight  together 

to  be  free... " 

—  G wen  Avery 


I  don't  think  a  woman-identified- 
woman  could  experience  Michigan  with- 
out feeling  that  it  embodied  some  of  the 
most  natural  and  comfortable  of  all  pos- 
sible states  for  her,  without  feeling  a  basic 
"rightness"  about  it.  And  it  is  tempting 
to  wonder  about  recreating  it  permanent- 
ly in  some  form.  Official  scrutiny  of  the 
festival  served  as  an  ominous  reminder 
of  the  world  we  had  to  go  back  to.  Too 
many  would  have  to  stay  behind  in  that 
world  for  the  rest  of  us  to  ever  seriously 
consider  abandoning  them.  But  that  only 
makes  Michigan  all  the  more  precious.  It 
lets  us  sample  one  of  the  alternatives  that 
might  flourish  in  a  better  world  than  this 
one.  And  so  it  soothes  and  strengthens  us 
and  sends  us  back  —  refueled  and  fight- 
ing. 


Once  a  lifetime,  once  a  year  —  with 
luck,  every  lesbian  should  have  the 
chance  to  take  the  world  she  inhabits  in 
her  heart  and  mind  and  step  into  it  as  a 
living,  breathing  reality,  if  only  for  a  few 
days.D 


And  then  there  were  hassles... 


The  following  is  excerpted  from  "Dykes 
Confront  American  Oppression"  in  tfie 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  news- 
letter. 

We  started  out  for  Michigan  around  2:00 
on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  August 
23.  We  didn't  mean  to  leave  this  late  but 
you  know  how  it  is  sometimes.  We  got 
to  the  Sarnia-Port  Huron  border  at 
exactly  9:00  pm. 

The  gate  gomer  asked  us  if  we  were 
all  Canadian  citizens  and  we  all  were,  so 
we  said  yes.  Then  he  asked  us  where  we 
were  going  and  we  said  we  were  going 
camping  at  a  friend  of  mine  in  Dexter. 

So  anyway,  here  we  are,  and  the  next 
thing  out  of  the  blue,  this  guy  asks  pp  if 
she's  North  American  Indian,  and  she 
says  "Yes,  what  does  it  matter?" 

Then  he  asks  np  "Are  you  a  Native 
American?"  and  she  says  "Yes",  and 
then  he  asks  me,  and  I  say  "Not 
officially".  Then  he  smiled,  I  guess  he 
liked  my  answer.  He  didn't  ask  gg,  I 
guess  cause  she  was  noticeably 
Chinese. 

Then  he  asked  pp  and  np  if  they  had 
status.  When  they  said  no,  he  smiled 
and  asked  me  to  get  out  of  the  car. 

Then  we  went  to  the  back  of  my  car 
and  he  told  me  to  open  the  trunk.  He 
went  into  my  camera  bag  and  found  my 
writing  book.  In  my  book,  he  found  a 
letter  from  a  woman  from  Mt.  Pleasant 
and  the  music  collective  from  the  previ- 
ous year  and  said  to  me  "Where  are  you 
really  going?"  and  I  said  "Camping." 

He  said  "Is  this  yours?"  and  I  said  "It 
must  be  if  you  found  it  in  my  camera 
bag." 

Pp  said  to  him,  and  this  was  the  third 
time'  "What  does  our  being  Indian  have 
to  do  with  it?"  and  he  said  "Just  making 
sure."  I  found  out,  later,  he  was  just 
making  sure  his  fascist  friends  inside 
the  office  would  be  kept  clean,  they 
couldn't  touch  us  if  we  had  status. 

So  we  get  inside  and  there  are  two 
women  and  one  gomer  there,  and  we  go 
up  to  the  counter  and  lean  on  it  while 
the  immigration  people  sharpen  their 
pencils  for  the  kill. 

The  man  is  tall  and  has  a  state  police 
badge  on  his  shirt,  not  an  immigration 
badge  like  the  women.  There  is  a  short 
woman,  about  fifty,  who  looks  like  the 
warden  in  "Women  in  Cfiains"  a^^d  a  tall 
woman  sitting  at  a  desk  doing  paper 
work.  This  short  woman  and  the  man 
take  pp's,  np's  and  gg's  i.d.  and  look  at 
it. 

I  set  my  birth  certificate  on  the 
counter  and  no  one's  talking  to  me  so 
I'm  standing  there  drinking  the  coffee  I 
bought.  I'm  looking  at  this  other  woman 
who  looks  up  and  smiles.  I  smile,  she 
smiles,  looks  down  again,  gets  up, 
comes  to  the  counter  and  says  "Come 
with  me." 

So  while  everyone  else  is  going  into 
these  interview  rooms,  we  go  the  other 
way  down  a  hall  around  the  corner  and 
into  this  empty  classroom  where  she 
closes  the  door.  She  sits  on  the  desk 
and  crosses  her  legs  and  says  "Have  a 
seat,  if  you  want,"  so  I  have  a  seat. 

She's  young,  about  27  and  atxsut  six 
feet  tall  with  long  blond  hair  and  lots  of 
make  up.  It  seems  like  she's  trying  to  be 
nice  but  she  reminds  me  of  "Elsa  Stie 
Wolf  of  the  SS." 

She  says  "So  where  are  you  going?" 
and  I  say  "We're  going  camping  m 
Dexter,  just  outside  of  Ann  Arbour. " 
And  I  say,  "I  have  a  friend  we're  going  to 
visit  that  I've  known  for  a  few  years  and 
we're  gonna  camp  in  his  yard  while  I 
catch  some  Irish  music  in  Ann  Arbour." 

She  says  "You're  a  musician?"  and  I 
say  "Just  a  layman."  She  says  "Have 
you  been  here  before?  "  and  I  say  "Yea,  I 
come  down  every  year  on  the  way  to  the 
Philly  Folk  Festival." 

She  says.  "You're  going  on  to  the 
festival  there?"  and  I  say  "I  was  thinking 
about  it  "  And  she  says,  "But  you  said 
you  were  only  staying  for  a  week?"  and  I 
say,  "It  ain't  that  far "' 


Then  she  says,  "Do  you  know  that 
there's  a  festival  of  music  happening  in 
Michigan?"  and  1  say  "No"  and  she  says 
"Um,"  and  I  say  "Why?"  and  she  says 
"Well,  we're  just  checking"  and  I  say 
"Why?"  and  she  says  "Cause  we've 
heard  there'll  be  a  lot  of  lesbians  there," 
and  I  say  "I  hope  they  have  a  good  time 
too." 

She  says  "You  know  we  found  that 
letter  in  your  purse?"  and  I  say  "I  don't 
have  a  purse,"  and  she  says  "When  was 
the  last  time  you  slept  with  a  man?"  and 
I  said  "Eight  months  ago." 

She  said,  "Did  you  enjoy  it?"  and  I 
said  "It's  none  of  your  business,  none  of 
it  is  any  of  your  business,"  and  then  she 
crossed  her  legs  the  other  way. 

She  said,  "Have  you  ever  slept  with 
any  of  these  women?"  I  said  "It's  none 
of  your  business,  but  no,"  and  she  said, 
"Have  you  ever  had  sexual  relationships 
with  a  woman?"  I  said,  "It's  none  of  your 
business,  you  got  no  right!"  and  she 
said,  "you've  got  no  rights." 

She  said  she  was  just  "doing  her  job" 
then  she  crossed  her  legs  the  other  way 
and  said  "how  can  you  do  it?"  and  I 
srid,  "What?"  and  she  said,  "Well,  how 
do  you  do  it?"  When  I  regained 
consciousness,  I  said  "You  got  no 
right!"  and  she  said,  "lets  go!" 

It  was  just  fine  with  me  cause  she 
was  getting  what  I  thought  were  her 
'prick-oriented  jollys.' 

Then  the  gomer  says  "Are  you  letting 
pp  through?"  and  she  says,  "No,"  and 
pp  says  "what?"  and  the  warden  woman 
says,  "Are  you  a  lesbian?"  and  pp  says, 
"It's  none  of  your  business,  and  the 
warden  asks  her  if  her  friends  are 
lesbians,  and  pp  says,  like  we  all  said, 
when  they  asked  each  of  us  on  our  own, 
"You'll  have  to  ask  them." 

Pp  got  angry  and  said  "What's  all  this 
shit  about."  They  brought  out  this  1952 
McCarthy  witchhunt  law  and  lay  this 
shit  about  us  being  undesirable  aliens 
and  sexual  perverts. 

Then  I  go  up  to  the  counter  and  look 
at  Elsa  and  say  "What  about  me?"  and 
she  says  "No"  and  I  said  "Why  not?" 
and  she  says,  "Cause  I  believe  you 
lied,"  and  I  said  "What  do  you  mean  I 
lied?"  and  she  said  "I  don't  believe 
you're  telling  the  truth"  and  I  said  "What 
truth  do  you  want  to  hear?"  and  she 
says  "You're  a  lesbian"  and  I  say  "I 
don't  have  to  answer  that,"  and  she  says 
"Too  bad,  go  home." 

All  this  time  pp  is  saying  how  her  kids 
are  waiting  at  my  friend's  place  for  their 
mother,  but  they  didn't  give  a  shit 
sideways. 

The  warden  says  to  me  as  I'm  heading 
towards  the  door  behind  everyone  else 
that  I  should  go  back  to  Canada  and 
have  my  holiday,  and,  "when  you're 
cured  you  can  come  back  to  my 
country." 

Then  we  left  the  wonderful  USA  and 
went  back  to  Canada  where  we  event- 
ually made  the  plans  that  took  us  over 
the  border,  and  that's  another  story. 
by  Donna  Marchand 


MMting  under  the  mapia:  the  Candian  con- 
tingent  discusses  border-crossing  straieg 
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A  friend  of  mine  admitted  re- 
cently, after  a  half  bottle  of 
wine,  that  he  had  once  pushed 
a  carrot  up  his  bum.  He 
added,  a  Uttle  later,  that  if  Old  Testa- 
ment law  were  still  the  law  of  the  land, 
he  and  the  family  vacuum  cleaner  would 
both  have  to  be  put  to  death.  Not  one  to 
let  a  confessional  moment  to  slip  by,  and 
having  had  the  other  half  bottle  of  wine 
myself,  I  confessed  to  a  night  at  the 
Body  Politic  office,  alone,  in  a  paroxysm 
of  lust  —  until  I  spotted  the  janitor's 
push  broom  with  its  five-foot  handle... 
Or  the  time  the  Appliance  Age  met  Mas- 
turbation right  in  my  little  third  floor 
bedroom.  Just  me,  candlelight,  and  an 
Accujac  —  an  electric  device  with  at- 
tachments that  make  it  first  cousin  to  a 
milking  machine.  The  thing  sounds  for 
all  the  world  hke  a  vacuum  cleaner  with 
asthma.  I  found  it  somewhat  exciting, 
but  mostly  funny. 

Those  were  our  wild  and  wicked 
adventures,  and  similar  experiences  have 
not  become  part  of  the  fabric  of  our 
sexual  lives.  Bill  met  carrot  long  before 
he'd  had  a  cock  up  his  bum,  and  he 
wanted  to  test  out  what,  when  it  finally 
did  happen,  it  might  feel  hke.  A  one- 
time experience.  I  have  eaten  at  his 
house  many  times  since,  and  trust  that 
carrots  make  their  way  from  fridge  to 
table  without  any  appalling  detours. 

We  are  not,  it  seems,  among  the 
33.4<^'o  of  men  who,  according  to  The 
Spada  Report,  use  sex  toys  more  or  less 
regularly.  We're  not,  say,  hke  many  of 
the  men  who  go  to  the  Barracks. 

It's  a  Toronto  steam  bath,  an  S&M 
bath  it  usually  gets  called.  It's  darker 
than  most,  some  of  the  rooms  have 
barred  windows  on  them,  even  the 
shower  room  is  painted  black.  It  has  a 
good,  gritty  air  of  sexuality  about  it,  but 
I'm  told  it's  tame  compared  to  some  of 
the  New  York  S&M  bars  and  baths. 
There's  a  toy  shop  on  the  first  floor, 
near  the  door.  On  December  9,  1978,  the 
place  was  raided  by  the  Toronto  police, 
and  23  men  were  arrested  and  charged  as 
being  found-ins  in  a  common  bawdy 
house.  The  toy  shop  was  plundered, 
hauled  in  as  evidence. 

It's  going  to  look  great  at  the  trial. 
Sure,  it's  consenting  adults  in  private, 
and  sure,  the  state  is  supposed  to  be  a 
no-no  in  the  bedrooms,  and  presumably 
the  steambaths,  of  the  nation.  But 
whips?  And  chains?  And  leather  pad- 
dles? Any  Crown  Attorney  with  any 
smarts  is  going  to  have  a  field  day  clari- 
fying for  some  decent,  god-fearing  judge 
just  exactly  what  that  8-inch,  black 
leather  thing  is  used  for.  And  the  d,  g-f 
judge  isn't  going  to  like  what  he  hears. 
Neither  will  many  gay  people.  Again, 
according  to  The  Spada  Report,  40%  of 
men  never  use  anything  during  sex 
except  their  own  bodies,  and  many  of 
those  men  "have  highly  negative  feel- 
ings" about  such  activities.  Comments 
range  all  the  way  from 
a  version  of  the  Mother's 
Clean  Underwear 
Warning  ("I  think  it 
would  be  fun  to 
have  a  dildo  to 


use  on  myself  when  I  didn't  have  the  real 
thing,  but  I  have  a  fear  that  if  I  would 
die  suddenly  or  have  an  accident  and  be 
hospitalized,  someone  would  find  it  and 
I  would  be  'found  out,'  even  after  I  was 
dead,")  to  the  direct:  "I  think  all  of  these 
things  ...  are  idiotic,  sickening,  silly,  in- 
sane or  some  combination  of  the 
above." 

What  are  we  talking  about?  I  checked 
out  sex  guides,  volumes  of  erotic  art,  sex 
surveys,  visited  sex  shops  in  New  York 
and  Toronto  and  talked  to  a  half  dozen 
knowledgeable  people.  I  present, 
herewith,  a  very  partial  and  alphabetical 
Ust:  a  four  poster  dungeon  bed  ("solidly 
constructed  of  distressed  Douglas  fir"), 
accujacs,  beds,  Ben-Wa  balls,  broom 
handle,  cantaloups  (room  temperature, 
remove  the  seeds),  carrots,  clothes  hne, 
cock  rings,  coke  bottles  (not  the  1 .5  litre 
size),  dildos,  dog  collars,  feathers,  fiash- 
hghts,  gags,  hand-held  shower  heads, 
jac  pacs,  lubricants,  masks,  neckties,  old 
milk  bottles,  paddles,  pillows,  plastic 
covers  of  umbrellas,  poppers,  pornog- 
raphy, straps,  tit  clamps,  toilet  paper 
tubes,  vibrators,  water  pics. 

And  so  on.  You  get  the  idea. 

And  no,  no  one  mentioned  x^t 
kitchen  sink. 


As  Toronto  poet,  publisher  and  S&M 
enthusiast  Ian  Young  put  it,  "A  sex  toy 
is  anything  that  isn't  you  when  you're 
having  whatever  it  is  you  define  as  sex." 

Two  scenes. 
(1)1  meet  the  bogeyman. 

I  am  at  the  Barracks  for  the  first  time. 
I  put  on  a  towel.  Other  men  are  in  towels 
too;  many  are  wearing  jeans,  a  few  wan- 
der about  in  jock  straps.  I  check  out  the 
toy  shop.  Paddles,  masks,  magazines, 
dildos,  poppers...  what  I  expected. 


There  is  also  a  three-foot  green  thing 
with  a  sign  on  it  saying  "This  is  a  zuc- 
chini." It  is.  I  feel  more  at  home. 

One  corridor  is  a  dead  end.  At  the  end 
of  it  I  see  a  huge  man,  well  over  6',  cer- 
tainly over  2(X)  pounds,  fully  dressed  in  a 
kind  of  off-duty  military  way.  He  has  a 
gun  holster  at  his  side.  I  can't  see  if 
there's  a  gun  in  it.  His  head  is  complete- 
ly covered  in  a  leather  mask.  There  are 
holes  for  the  eyes,  nose  and  mouth.  The 
guy  gives  me  the  creeps  and  I  am  absol- 
utely terrified  of  running  into  him  in 
some  of  the  darker  areas.  Sometimes  I 
think  I  see  him  in  the  shadows.  After  a 
while  I  stop  running  into  him  and  I  fig- 
ure he's  gone  though  I  never  see  him 
leave. 

(2)  I  visit  a  Toronto  man  who  lends  me  a 
catalogue  of  "abusive  furniture"  called 
S&M  Dungeon  Devices:  A  Collection  of 
Stocks,  Racks,  Cages,  Beds  Just  for 
You.  I  take  it  home  and  look  through  it 
with  some  friends  who  are  over  for 
dinner.  Everyone  is  sort  of  nervously 
amused  and  not  sure  what  to  think.  It  is 
full  of  pictures  of  people  strapped  into 
some  really  bizarre  devices  —  the 
"Swinger,"  for  example,  is  Hke  a  child's 
swing  except  that  it's  covered  in  black 
naugahyde  and  has  a  butt  plug  in  the 
middle  of  it .  "  Sweet  memories  of  child- 
hood can  take  on  a  nightmare  quality 
when  this  abusive  furniture  version  of 
that  backyard  swing  is  put  to  its  fullest 
use,"  says  the  blurb.  It's  $33.95.  For 
$195.(X)  you  can  get  a  dog  cage:  "The 
cage  is  constructed  to  keep  the  occupant 
kneeUng  so  that  the  buttocks  are  proper- 
ly presented  whenever  the  owner  has  use 
for  them."  Somebody  says  that  the 
whole  thing  looks  like  a  report  on  Chile 
from  Amnesty  International. 

We  would  have  been  grossed  out,  but 
the  models  looked  bored,  or  pained  in  a 


rather  theatrically  obvious  way. 

In  his  book.  The  Homosexual  Matrix, 
C  A  Tripp  says,  "...  nearly  all  sexual 
practices  of  every  kind  tend  to  be  judged 
derisively.  A  cool  consideration  of  what 
other  people  do  sexually  invites  con- 
tempt. Even  recalling  one's  own  prac- 
tices out  of  context  may  cause  a  person 
to  shun  the  thought,  if  not  to  bridle  at 
it.  ...  Certainly  a  fair  judgment  of  what 
other  people  do  requires  the  utmost  cau- 
tion —  all  the  more  so  since  each  and 
every  sex  technique  is  destined  to  seem 
ridiculous  to  those  for  whom  it  has  no 
value." 

I  remember  a  straight  friend  of  mine 
used  to  ask  how  I  could  ever  put  a  guy's 
cock  in  my  mouth. 

I  remember  /  used  to  wonder  how  I 
would  ever  put  a  guy's  cock  in  my 
mouth. 

The  very  phrase  "sex  toy"  is  almost  a 
redundant  one,  and  certainly  would 
have  been  six  hundred  years  ago  when  to 
toy  meant  to  dally  amorously.  Chaucer 
used  it  that  way.  Even  today,  "toying 
with  someone's  affections"  remains  in 
the  vocabulary,  and  many  of  the  objects 
themselves  have  a  venerable  history. 
Someone  noted  that  the  first  sex  toy  was 
probably  a  piece  of  carefully  smoothed 
mastodon  tusk.  Mary  Sutherland  of 
Lovecraft  told  me  that  while  medieval 
knights  were  locking  their  wives  into 
chastity  belts  before  heading  off  for  a 
few  months  of  derring-do,  Japanese 
samurai  would  be  leaving  their  wives 
with  an  ornately  carved  ivory  dildo, 
some  of  which  have  survived  and  are 
minor  classics  of  erotic  art. 

"Sex  is  adult  play,"  says  Dr  Frank 
Sommers,  Chairman  of  the  Section  of 
Sexology  of  the  Ontario  Psychiatric 
Association,  and  a  psychiatrist  with  a 
private  practice  assisting  individuals 


A  sex  toy  can  be  anything  from  that  provocatively  shaped  munchie  in  the  vegetable  crisper 
to  a  specially  designed  bit  of  erotic  hardware.  Good  clean  fun?  Some  think  so, 
but  lately,  not  the  police.  An  article  by  Gerald  Hannon. 
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with  sexual  dysfunctions.  One  of  his 
"assignments"  for  people  trapped  in  a 
web  of  shame  around  sexual  matters  is  a 
trip  to  Lovecraft  —  a  "look-but-don't- 
buy"  trip,  an  outing  designed  to  put 
shame  on  hold,  the  theory  being  that  it's 
a  rather  difficult  reaction  to  maintain 
while  manoeuvring  around  a  bin  of  dil- 
dos  on  special.  "Nothing  two  people 
agree  on  should  be  shameful,"  says 
Sommers,  "and  true  intimacy  gives  per- 
mission to  reveal  what  our  true  desires 
are."  He  is  careful  and  non-committal, 
though,  when  I  ask  about  S&M  sex  toys. 
They're  not  things  he's  had  any  exper- 
ience with,  he  says,  and  as  a  therapist  he 
really  hasn't  run  into  such  situations. 
"As  a  general  statement,  though,"  he 
adds,  "the  really  important  thing  is  con- 
sensuality." 

Gay  sociologist  John  Alan  Lee  has  no 
such  reservations.  The  use  of  sex  toys  is 
a  very  ancient  one,  he  says,  and  if 
they're  getting  rather  more  ornate  these 
days,  that's  simply  to  be  expected.  "The 
history  of  any  game  or  art,"  he  tells  me, 
"is  the  history  of  its  elaboration.  Look 
at  hockey,  or  bridge,  or  jogging.  To  run, 
all  you  used  to  need  was  a  pair  of 
black  and  white  tennis  shoes.  Now 
you  need  expensive  and  varied 
shoes,  outfits  for  every  season, 
magazines... the  whole  bit.  As  play 
becomes  more  elaborate,  you  need 
more  equipment.  And  there's  no 
doubt  sex  is  becoming  the  favour- 
ite sport  of  North  Americans." 

Everyone  seems  to  agree  on 
that.  Recreation  is  knocking  pro- 
creation right  out  of  the  ring. 
"We're  putting  less  and  less 
emphasis  on  that  brief  crisis  called 
orgasm,"  says  Lee,  "while  the 
Judeo-Christian  tradition  made 
orgasm  the  whole  point.  Now 
we're  elaborating  the  play  that 
may,  or  may  not,  lead  up  to  it. 


And  people  are  simply  starting  earlier 
and  living  longer  —  if  you  start  in  your 
mid  teens  and  remain  active  til  your  70s, 
you've  got  about  20,000  nights  at  your 
disposal.  Somewhere  in  there  most 
people  are  probably  going  to  want  to  try 
something  different." 

Something  different,  sure.  But  a  lot  of 
people  who  may  be  willing  to  flirt  with  a 
vibrator  or  fuck  the  occasional 
cantaloup  still  find  the  prospect  of  being 
prodded  into  a  dog 
cage  by  somebody 
who  appears  to 
have  cornered 
the  mar- 


ket in  black  leather,  well,  dehumaniz- 
ing. And  degrading.  Some  find  it  worse 
than  that.  Some  find  it  ideologically  un- 
sound. 

"It  is  tantamount  to  spitting  in  the 
faces  of  women  who  are  struggling  to  be 
free,"  says  writer  John  Stoltenberg  in 
Lavender  Culture.  "In  order  to  believe 
that  relationships  between  sadists  and 
masochists  are  'liberated,'  "  he  adds, 
"one  would  have  to  believe  that  con- 


tempt is  caring,  that  humiliation  is  res- 
pect, that  brutality  is  affection,  and  that 
bondage  is  freedom." 

While  Stoltenberg  sometimes  sounds 
at  the  foaming  edge  of  hysteria,  there's 
no  doubt  some  version  of  his  views  is 
held  by  many  gay  and  feminist  move- 
ment activists.  The  whole  scene,  with  its 
emphasis  on  roles,  on  dominance  and 
submission,  seems  like  a  black  leather  re- 
run of  everything  that  a  heterosexist 
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ethos  has  meant  for  both  women  and 
gay  people.  Ahhough  the  criticism  has 
to  be  looked  at  seriously,  I  sometimes 
get  the  feeling  that  such  critics  have 
fallen  for  Real  Life's  version  of  a  hoary 
cinematic  joke.  A  Hero  races  to  save  a 
screaming,  helpless  damsel  from  some 
ghastly  situation,  only  to  discover  that 
he  has  just  rushed  on  to  a  film  set,  and 
the  distraught  damsel  is  in  fact  a  film 
star  who  is  far  from  grateful.  Our  Hero 
was  fooled  because  what  he  saw  was  so 
convincing  that  he  imagined  it  corres- 
ponded to  what  was  happening. 

I  know  what  I  saw  when  I  met  my 
bogeyman  at  the  Barracks.  I  have  to 
admit  that  I  have  no  idea  what  was  hap- 
pening. 

Ian  Young  is  an  eloquent  defender  of 
what  is  happening.  He  makes  a  dis- 
tinction, for  one  thing,  between  toys 
which  are  more  or  less  functional  —  like 
the  pillow  you  might  tuck  under  some- 
one's bum  —  and  those  which  are  fet- 
ishistic.  He  doesn't  hke  the  word  fetish- 
istic  —  "talismanic,  maybe,  or  iconic 
would  be  better.  A  dog  collar  can  be  tal- 
ismanic —  because  of  its  associations  it 
has  erotic  vibrations.  All  talismanic  sex 
toys  unite  the  fantasy  in  your  head  with 
what  is  happening.  It's  hke  laying  trans- 
fers one  on  top  another  —  the  combina- 
tion is  more  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 
It's  something  new,  a  whole  new  envir- 
onment that  is  terribly  exciting  because 
you  can  no  longer  tell  what's  coming 
from  the  erotic  connotations  of  the  ob- 
jects at  hand,  and  what's  coming  from 
the  actual  sexual  acts." 

For  Young,  the  effect  may  be  to  im- 
mensely enrich  the  sexual  encounter,  but 
that  won't  necessarily  happen.  One 
person's  fantasy  may  clash  with  the 
other's  —  the  effect  then,  he  says,  is 
that  of  having  a  very  quiet,  polite  ele- 
phant in  the  room.  "It  may  not  be  doing 
anything  active  to  disrupt,  but  it's  hard 
to  ignore." 

The  vocabulary  is,  with  the  more 
"mundane"  sex  toys,  the  vocabulary  of 
fantasy.  It  reaches  the  vocabulary  of 
theatre,  ritual,  game,  sport. 

But  is  it  a  theatre  where  real  cruelty 
stalks  the  boards,  is  it  a  dangerous 
game? 


Any  device,  of  course,  can  be  danger- 
ous. (See  box  this  page.)  You  can  burn 
your  hand  on  a  toaster,  and  you  can  lose 
a  flashlight  up  your  ass  and  require  sur- 
gery to  get  it  out.  People  can  simply  be 
stupid  about  sex  in  a  lot  of  different 
ways  —  from  not  getting  regular  VD 
check-ups,  to  not  usmg  birth  control,  to 
using  a  cheap,  hard  plastic  dildo  that 
breaks  when  it's  still  inside. 

As  for  the  dangers  of  S&M  sex  toys  — 
what  you  see,  for  one  thing,  is  probably 
not  what's  happening.  And  if  you  think 
thai  someone  who  is  bound  and  gagged 
and  being  slapped  with  a  leather  paddle 
must  at  least  hurt,  Ian  Young  would 
counter  that  "a  lot  of  the  things  we  do 
for  entertainment  are  physically  taxing 
—  mountain  climbing,  for  example,  and 
many  sports.  They're  not  damaging,  but 
they  are  exhausting,  and  the  body  can  be 
obviously  under  a  strain.  But  who's 
going  to  condemn  mountain  climbing 
because  in  some  sense  it's  dangerous? 
People  do  it  because  they  like  it  —  it's 
enthralHng,  it's  thrilling,  //there  are 
risks,  people  should  know  about  them, 
that's  all.  In  any  case,  I  don't  want  to 
exclude  risk  from  human  life." 

What  risk  there  is,  m  fact,  has  little  to 
do  with  the  improper  use  or  abuse  of  sex 
toys  —  common  sense  is  usually  a  more 
than  adequate  guide.  The  men  arrested 
at  the  Barracks  could  tell  you  what  the 
real  risk  is.  So  could  a  man  charged  and 
convicted  in  St  Catharines  for  selling  the 
kinds  of  things  a  testifying  officer  knew 
were  obscene  because,  as  he  put  it,  "you 
couldn't  find  them  at  Eaton's."  The  real 
risk  is  the  same  old  risk  again  —  getting 
screwed  by  the  cops  and  courts  for 
trying  to  get  screwed  the  way  you  want 
to. 

Not  the  way  all  of  us  want  to.  Women 
are  cautious  users  of  sex  toys,  and  are 
even  more  reluctant  when  they  involve 
S&M:  81%,  accordmg  to  The  Gay 
Report,  feel  negativeiy  about  S&M. 
Electric  vibrators  are  the  most  common- 
ly used  toy,  and  only  9<Vo  use  them 
always  to  somewhat  frequently.  No  indi- 
cation of  an  inherently  female  puritani- 
cal streak,  lesbian  ambi valance  about 
sex  toys  is  likely  more  a  reaction  to  the 
straight  male  certainty  that  something 


Toying  with  danger 

The  perils  that  live  in  your  fridge 


A  New  York  friend  of  mine  told  me  a 
cautionary  tale  about  a  man  who  felt 
more  than  usually  wiped  after  an  all- 
night  session  in  Manhattan's  notorious 
fuck  'n  suck  orgy  bar,  the  Mineshaft.  A 
few  days  later,  he  went  to  a  doctor,  who 
eventually  found  an  8-inch  dildo  still  up 
his  ass.  Neither  a  happy  end  nor  a  happy 
ending  —  such  accidents  usually  re- 
quire surgery. 

Now,  Dr  David  Reuben  (Everything 
You  Always  Wanted  to  Know  etc)  would 
have  us  believe  that  the  Emergency 
Wards  of  hospitals  are  crammed  with 
gay  men  carting  around  assloads  of 
everything  from  flashlights  to  zucchini. 
Though  his  object  was  slander,  he  hit  on 
a  certain  truth  —  things  can  get  lost: 
through  your  cervix,  if  you  like  putting 
small  objects  in  your  cunt,  or  up  your  ass, 
especially  if  you're  using  something  like 
a  carrot  or  a  candle,  items  which  can 
easily  be  sucked  in  as  the  fucking  mo- 
tions create  a  vacuum. 

If  you're  using  a  dildo  up  your  bum, 
then,  the  best  kinds  are  the  ones  that 
have  simulated  balls.  No  matter  what 
you  do,  you  won't  get  those  in.  Women 
who  use  dildos  in  their  vaginas  should 
keep  them  clean  —  infections  are  no 
fun.  Neither  sex  should  invest  in  cheapy, 
hard  plastic  numbers  —  there's  always 
a  chance  they  could  break.  Good  ones 
should  be  firm  but  flexible,  and,  if  it's 
headed  for  your  bum,  one  reputable 


guide  says  it  should  be  no  longer  than 
ten  inches.  Longer  ones  can  puncture 
the  delicate  sigmoid  colon,  which  can 
lead  to  internal  bleeding  and  death. 
There's  a  dildo  variation,  often  called 
"The  Squirmy  Rooter,"  which  has  a  built- 
in  danger.  It  has  a  wire  running  through 
it  that  can  be  twisted  to  make  it 
"squirm."  If  the  wire  ever  breaks 
through,  however,  it  could  puncture  you 
and  that  is  not  an  easy  area  to  fix. 

A  word  about  penis-size  increasers: 
don't.  You  can  no  more  lengthen  your 
cock  than  you  can  your  nose. 

Minor  cautions:  soap  is  not  a  good 
lubricant.  It  upsets  the  rectal  eco- 
system, apparently,  and  doesn't  make 
vaginas  very  happy  either.  Cock  rings 
can  be  too  tight  or  left  on  too  long  — 
there's  a  risk  of  permanent  damage  if 
the  cock  is  cut  off  from  blood  carrying  a 
fresh  supply  of  oxygen.  And  any  elec- 
trical device  carries  the  risk  of  shock  — 
be  careful,  and  buy  from  a  reputable 
manufacturer. 

S&M  toys,  of  course,  have  built-in 
though  largely  theatrical  dangers.  The 
safest  guide  here  is  probably  common 
sense,  and  the  mutual  trust  and  sensi- 
tivity which  all  S&M  sessions  demand. 
One  enthusiast  emphasized  the  dangers 
of  indiscriminate  drug  taking  —  don't 
get  into  an  S&M  session  if  either  you  or 
your  partner  are  tanked,  or  up  on  some- 
thing other  than  a  little  dope,  or 
poppers.  It's  just  not  worth  it. 

.  No  human  activity  is  perfectly  safe, 
but  sex,  and  sex  with  toys,  is  safer  than 
most.  If  your  fantasies  are  running  along 
mechanical  lines  these  days,  go  ahead.  D 


has  to  substitute  for  a  penis  when  two 
women  make  love.  As  one  woman  put  it, 
"I  use  a  dildo  from  time  to  time,  but  it 
bothers  me  that  that's  exactly  what 
everybody  thinks  I  do  all  the  time." 

A  lot  of  men,  too,  are  adamant  about 
being  interested  only  in  your  straight, 
ordinary,  fucking  and  sucking,  cuddly- 
wuddly  sex.  They  are  a  group  that  is 
coming  to  be  known,  somewhat 
disparagingly  I  admit,  as  Bambisexuals, 
but  I  sense  they  have  a  great  deal  more  in 
common  with  the  toytypes,  with  the 
S&Mers,  than  either  side  would  care  to 
admit.  Both  are  eager  to  milk  every  sex- 
ual encounter  of  its  full  erotic  potential; 
neither  moves  with  single  minded  inten- 


sity towards  the  quickest  possible 
orgasm.  The  scripts  are  different  —  J  M 
Barrie,  say,  instead  of  Jean  Genet,  but 
the  plot  lines  begin  to  look  suspiciously 
alike. 

' ' Most  of  the  choices  of  other  people 
inevitably  seem  either  too  narrow  or  else 
odd  and  pointless,  if  not  downright  re- 
pugnant," notes  C  A  Tripp.  "(But) 
what  is  most  striking  is  not  the  dif- 
ference between  various  actions  but  the 
essential  similarity  of  people's  motives. 
The  one  nearest  to  being  universal  is  not 
without  honour.  It  is  the  attempt  to 
touch  and  to  possess  qualities  that  are 
admired,  and  to  help  one's  partner  do 
the  same."n 


Retailing  the  risque  —  carefully 

At  Toronto's  Lovecraft,  sex  maybe  "naughty,  "but  it's  still  nice 


Mary  Sutherland  is  eating  a  very  hasty 
deli  lunch  at  an  untidy  desk  which  fea- 
tures, among  all  the  clutter,  what  appears 
to  be  a  large,  beige,  potted  cactus.  It  is, 
in  fact,  a  large,  beige,  potted  penis. 
There  is  another  (three  to  a  pot  this  time) 
on  a  sideboard. 

Mary  Sutherland  is  co-owner  of 
Toronto's  Lovecraft,  the  largest,  best 
known  "sex  shop"  in  Canada,  with  the 
widest  range  of  products.  If  there  is  a 
beige  potted-penis-sized  gap  in  your 
decor,  Lovecraft  is  the  place  to  go.  It  is 
also  the  place  to  go  for  your  Satan's 
Tool  ("This  one's  for  horny  devils..."), 
your  Ben-Wa  Balls  (not  served  with 
sweet  n  sour,  these,  they  fit  in  your 
vagina),  or  your  Sextra  Penis  Extender 
("add  two  extra  inches  to  your  manhood 
with  Sextra.")  Not  to  mention  lubricants 
with  names  like  "Hap-penis,"  "Pussy 
Power,"  or  "Emotion  Lotion."  Or  fancy 
panties  you  can  wear  (and  some  you  can 
eat),  or  your  very  own  Gay  Bob  doll,  or  a 
board  game  called  "Strip  Tac  Toe." 

Lovecraft,  however,  does  not  stock 
most  of  the  items  I  encountered  in  a 
New  York  shop  called  The  Pleasure 
Chest  —  leather  masks,  cock  rings, 
restraints  of  various  kinds,  paddles, 
whips,  chains,  rubber  garments,  "abus- 
ive furniture"  (a  euphemism  for  racks, 
stocks,  various  hoists  and  so  on). 

"We  don't  want  to  offend,"  Suther- 


land told  me,  "and  we  merchandise  in 
such  a  way  as  not  to  offend.  Our  con- 
sumer base  is  very  broad  —  we  get  a  lot 
of  tourists,  the  convention  crowd,  men 
and  women  of  all  ages.  We're  probably 
best  known  as  the  'risqii6  gift  store,'  — 
sex  can  lend  itself  to  a  great  deal  of 
humour,  and  a  lot  of  the  items  we  sell 
are  novelty  items.  I  find  the  S&M  stuff 
personally  offensive.  It  would  alter  the 
feel  of  the  store,  and  '  won't  sell  it." 

According  to  store  manager  btuart 
(who  is  gay,  as  is  a  quarter  of  the  staff), 
they  will  be  adding  a  leather  section  to 
their  catalogue,  though  the  items  will 
not  be  on  display.  He  feels  this  will 
broaden  the  appeal  of  the  store  to  gay 
men  at  least  —  lesbians,  he  says,  tend 
to  come  in,  do  very  little  browsing,  buy 
the  item  they  want  (usually  dildos),  and 
leave.  "Our  gay  male  clientele  is  in- 
creasing," he  says,    and  I  guess  The 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex  is  our  biggest  mover.  But 
gays  and  straights  buy  a  lot  of  the  same 
things.  Many  of  our  items  are  joke  items 
and  jokes  are  pretty  universal." 

For  Mary  Sutherland,  forty-ish, 
harried,  eating  lunch  on  the  run  and  ob- 
viously very  busy  (she  has  to  take  the 
phone  a  half  dozen  times  during  the 
interview),  Lovecraft  is  a  very  successful 
business  entering  Its  eighth  year  on 
chic  and  expensive  Yorkville  Avenue. 
Whips  and  chains  may  be  a  little  much 


for  that  crowd,  for  whom  sex  appears  to 
be  naughty  but  still  nice,  and,  even, 
classically  romantic.  More  to  the  point, 
though,  S&M  toys  might  be  a  little 
much  for  the  Morality  Squad. 

Sutherland  admits  that,  personal  dis- 
like aside,  "raunchy  items,"  as  she  calls 
them,  could  well  increase  the  chances 
of  a  run-in  with  the  law.  They've  already 
been  hit  twice.  Charged  with  displaying 
and  selling  obscene  material  in  1972, 
they  were  acquitted  in  1974.  They  were 
raided  again  in  July,  1977  —  14  Morality 
officers  and  Customs  officials  spent  an 
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entire  day  in  the  store,  and  walked  out 
with  a  lot  of  merchandise.  The  same 
charges  were  laid,  but  the  matter  has 
not  yet  come  to  trial. 

Police  raids  aside,  Lovecraft  has  been 
a  growing  business  right  from  the  start 
—  a  year  and  a  half  ago  it  moved  to  a  lar- 
ger, brighter  location  just  down  the 
street,  and  painted  its  big  red  apple  logo 
right  up  the  brick  front  wall.  Sutherland 
credits  new  attitudes  towards  sex  for 
the  store's  success.  "It's  people  viewing 
sex  as  recreation,"  she  says,  "with  pro- 
creation as  an  occasional  sideline.  As 
well,  for  heterosexuals,  a  lot  has 
changed  because  of  the  rising 
expectations  of  women.  Premature 
ejaculation,  for  example,  is  not  a  sexual 
'problem'  so  long  as  women  have  no  ex- 
pectations of  sex.  Now  most  do.  And 
men  with  this  problem  often  come  to 
sex  shops  for  help." 

Even  if  your  bedside  drawer  is  already 
overflowing  with  vibrators,  orgy  butter 
and  Strawberry  Shortcake  flavoured 
French  body  mist,  the  store  is  worth  a 
visit  to  see  a  verifiable  museum  piece  — 
a  17th  century  phallic  deity,  a  Go-shin- 
tai,  from  Japan.  Carved  in  soft, 
sculptured  lines  out  of  black  wood,  it 
sits  inside  its  ornately  decorated  shrine, 
facing  a  new  breed  of  acolytes  these 
years,  a  group  rather  more  interested  in 
the  naughty  panties  on  the  adjoining 
wall.  Regardless  of  what  it  might  say 
about  the  deification  of  male  power, 
though,  it  is  spiritual  ancestor  to  the 
more  utilitarian  items  on  display.  Too 
big  to  sit  on,  but  worth  a  visit. D 
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Commercial  success  and  media 
hype  are  not  often  a  legitimate 
index  of  the  value  of  cultural 
events,  but  in  the  case  of  the  Toronto 
Film  Festival,  the  popular  acclaim  it  has 
received  in  its  fourth  year  is  well  de- 
served. 

A  number  of  things  distinguished  this 
year's  festival,  among  them  a  retrospec- 
tive of  American  horror  films  (to  be 
reviewed  here  next  month)  and  a  first- 
rate  documentary  series.  The  most  out- 
standing films  of  all  were,  I  think,  sever- 
al recent  West  German  ones.  And  as  is 
traditionally  the  case,  there  were  a 
number  of  Quebecois  films  of  consid- 
erable interest,  while  Canadian  entries 
were  for  the  most  part  abysmal. 

The  three  films  which  directly  con- 
cerned themselves  with  homosexuality 
will  be  reviewed  in  this  and  subsequent 
issues.  But  in  addition  there  remain  a 
dozen  films  that,  because  they  intelli- 
gently analyse  structures  of  power  in  our 
society,  concern  us  as  well.  As  lesbians 
and  gay  men  our  lives  are  recognizably 
circumscribed  by  the  structures  of 
a  number  of  institutions  —  the  family, 
the  church,  the  judicial  system  — 
and  the  seemingly  inviolable  set  of  sexual 
and  social  roles  that  accompany  them . 
To  ansilyse  the  workings  of  those 
institutions  is  in  some  sense  to  chal- 
lenge them,  for  their  efficacy  is  due 
in  large  part  to  the  fact  that  they  func- 
tion invisibly,  that  they  seem  "natural" 
to  us.  The  family,  for  example,  not  only 
constricts  the  lives  of  gay  people,  but  of 
women.  Several  films  in  the  Toronto  fes- 
tival gave  us  ample  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine what  is  shared  in  the  positions  of 
both  women  and  gay  people. 

Luce  Guilbeault  is  a  feminist  actress 
from  Quebec,  perhaps  best  known  for 
her  role  in  R^jeanne  Padovani.  Well 
known  in  Europe  and  Quebec,  and 
ignored  in  Canada,  Guilbeault  has  lat- 
terly turned  to  directing  films.  They 
have  all  been  documentaries,  because 
the  National  Film  Board  has  been  reti- 
cent about  funding  her  feature  film  pro- 
jects. D'Abord  Mdnageres  (Housewives 
First)  is  an  examination  of  Quebecois 
women  in  the  home  and  their  alienation 
in  the  work  force.  Guilbeault  assembled 
an  all-male  film  crew  ("I  wanted  to  show 
them  what  things  were  really  bke")  and 
set  off  through  rural  and  urban  Quebec 
to  document  the  work  of  women.  The 
few  times  the  camera  strays  from  the 
kitchen,  it  ends  up  in  locales  nearly  as 
predictable:  "cleaning  ladies"  tidying 
up  after  bureaucrats,  assembly  line 
workers  in  a  chicken  factory. 

Mostly  though,  the  film  is  about 
housework.  A  mother  and  her  daughters 
prepare  Sunday  dinner,  and  talk  about 
what  it  means  to  be  a  good  housewife: 
keeping  the  house  tidy,  the  family  cared 
for  and  nourished,  the  expenses  as  low 
as  possible.  Meanwhile  the  males  slouch 
in  armchairs  in  front  of  the  television. 
The  dinner  is  at  last  served.  The  family 
eat  in  virtual  silence.  "It  was  hard  to 
film  that  dinner,"  Guilbeault  recalls. 
"They  were  finished  with  it  in  ten 
minutes." 
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O'Abord  M6nag6res  directed  by  Luce 
Guilbeaut.  Les  Reines  du  Foyer.  Quebec 
1978 

Les  Servantes  du  Bon  Oieu  directed  by 
Diane  L6tourneau.  Prisma  Productions. 
Quebec,  1978 

Quelque  Fiminlstes  Amiricaines  directed 
by  Luce  Guilbeault.  Quebec,  1977 
Spaakbody  directed  by  Kay  Armatage 
Canada,  1979. 


Lenin  was  no  foot  when  he  invited  the  greatest 

filmmaker  of  his  era  —  D  W  Griffith  —  to  Russia 

to  take  charge  of  cinematic  production  after  the  revolution. 

He  recognized  the  weapon  which  is  cinema.  Today  such  productions 

as  Cruising  and  Midnight  Express  need  to  be  countered  not  by 

rhetorical  reviews,  but  by  cinema  ofapostive  kind.  In  the  first 

installment  of  an  Our  Image  'double-feature, " 

we  survey  film  festivals  in  Montreal  and  Toronto. 

SCREENING 
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Ernesto:  "  Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  be  the  friend  of  a  man  like  me? ' ' 


D  'A  bord  Minageres  succeeds  in  docu- 
menting the  alarming  reality  of  the 
sexual  division  of  labour.  Women's 
work  in  the  home  —  not  only 
housework,  but  the  raising  of  children 
—  is  economically  and  socially  essential 
to  our  society.  It  goes  without  pay,  and 
is  given  only  the  most  nominal  thanks. 
Yet  it  is  the  social  relations  that  this  div- 
ision of  labour  gives  rise  to  that  are  per- 
haps the  most  alarming  of  all.  Husband 
and  wife  come  to  relate  to  one  another 
through  their  children.  And  the  social 
support  available  to  men  through  their 
work  outside  of  the  home,  and  their  con- 
commitant  circle  of  friends  ("the  boys") 
is  denied  women.  Indeed,  the  over- 
whelming experiences  of  the  women  of 
this  film  are  loneliness  and  boredom. 

One  of  the  "mothers"  Guilbeault's 
camera  encounters  is  a  single  man  with  a 
ten  year  old  son.  "It  takes  two  people  to 
raise  a  child,"  he  says.  "I  can't  give  him 
the  affection  a  woman  can  —  I  don't 
feel  close  enough  to  his  needs."  Guil- 
beault says  she  didn't  add  the  man  to 
lend  credibility  to  the  film,  but  to  hear 
the  same  words  from  a  man's  mouth. 

To  what  extent  can  a  woman  break 


out  of  this  stifiing  atmosphere?  One  of 
the  women  goes  for  an  interview  at  a  job 
placement  centre,  and  is  asked:  "Are 
your  skills  useful  on  the  market?  Have 
you  had  employment  experience?  An 
education?"  The  woman  explains  that 
her  skills  are  those  of  being  a  mother, 
and  that  they're  important.  The  inter- 
viewer condescendingly  responds  that 
"the  experience  of  raising  children  is  of 
course  worthwhile,  but  it's  hard  to  put 
to  practical  use." 

There  is  another  film  from  Quebec 
that  is  similar  to  D' A  bord  M^nageres  in 
its  intention  and  method.  Les  Servantes 
du  Bon  Dieu  (The  Handmaidens  of 
God)  is  about  the  Good  Sisters  of  the 
Holy  Family  who  live  in  a  convent  in  the 
Eastern  Townships.  It's  a  painstaking 
and  often  very  funny  documentary  of 
the  lives  of  about  seventy-five  women 
who  have  dedicated  themselves  to 
serving  the  priests  of  the  archdiocese. 
It's  not  supposed  to  be  funny,  you  see, 
but  to  a  Catholic  boy  the  sight  of  ail 
those  nuns  ("We're  busy  as  bees")  inno- 
cently going  about  (heir  minute  activities 
is  somehow  beyond  the  moral  or  the 


comprehensible.  My  own  experience 
leaves  me  no  recourse  but  to  giggle. 

The  film  is  an  exhaustive  yet  lively 
catalogue  of  the  activities  of  "the  saint- 
ly women."  They  repair  the  Good 
Fathers'  watches,  and  make  hosts,  and 
iron  and  fold  the  endless  number  of  vest- 
ments and  altar  cloths.  They  cook,  print 
parish  newsletters,  drive  the  priests  to 
church,  polish  the  chalices,  care  for  the 
aihng  pastors,  play  the  organ,  and  —  of 
course  —  pray.  "They  do  a  lot  of  the  pray- 
ing,"  says  the  bishop .  "They  pray  for 
the  archbishop,  they  pray  for  me,  and 
they  pray  for  all  the  priests."  "We  love 
to  pray,"  says  Sister  Hel^ne.  "We  figure 
there  must  be  some  people  in  the  world 
who  don't  pray,  so  we  do  it  for  them." 

The  most  astonishing  thing  of  all  is 
the  childlike  innocence  of  these  women 

—  80%  of  whom  are  over  55  —  when 
they  talk  about  their  work.  Nothing 
could  bring  them  more  happiness  than 
serving  the  holy  priests,  "being  always 
ready  to  answer  their  needs."  When 
asked  if  it  isn't  at  times  tiring,  or  lone- 
some, or  boring,  they  smilingly  reply,  in 
unison,  "Oh,  no!  That's  our  calling!" 
They  lead  a  quiet  life, "  a  priest  says 
glowingly.  "Pious  yet  jovial  —  typical 
of  our  French  Canadian  character."  To 
my  mind,  that  "character"  is  subser- 
vience by  another  name.  The  dominant 
and  regressive  role  of  the  Catholic 
church  in  Quebec  history  is  the  great  un- 
stated assertion  of  this  subtle  and  delight- 
ful film. 

Another  Guilbeault  film,  Quelques 
F^ministes  Am^ricaines  (Some 
American  Feminists)  is  about  women 
who  have  challenged  these  traditional 
roles.  It  traces  the  trajectory  of  the 
second  phase  of  the  American  feminist 
movement,  from  the  first  offensive  of 
the  Sixties  to  the  present  day.  It's  done 
through  a  collage  of  footage  of  demon- 
strations and  interviews  from  the  earlier 
period,  but  principally  through  the 
recollections  and  meditations  of  a  small 
number  of  women  representative  of  the 
movement. 

Six  of  them  talk  about  their  own  poli- 
tical histories.  Betty  Friedan  is  shown  at 
a  press  conference  saying,  among  other 
things,  that  Spiro  Agnew  should  be  "re- 
placed by  a  woman."  An  indignant  male 
television  reporter  responds  that 
"women  are  invading  everywhere." 
Margo  Jefferson  talks  about  the 
particular  difficulties  of  being  black,  a 
leftist  and  a  feminist:  "If  the  white 
woman  was  a  sexual  object,  the  black 
woman  was  a  sexual  labourer.  We  had 
none  of  the  advantages  of  being  women 

—  we  were  valueless.  We  weren't  black 
men,  and  we  couldn't  imitate  white 
women."  Ti-Grace  Atkinson  recalls:  "I 
always  thought  it  was  me  —  that  I  was 
the  only  person  who  met  nothing  but 
jerky  males.  Then  I  discovered  that  all 
the  males  my  friends  met  were  jerks  too. 
If  you  put  all  those  jerks  together,  you 
realize  our  problem . ' ' 

Kate  Millett  talks  about  the  ambiguous 
position  she  found  herself  in  by  support- 
ing both  the  women's  and  gay 
movements.  "The  connection  was  so  ob- 
vious —  but  I  got  lots  of  flack.  It  was 
not  a  'respectable'  position  to  take." 
Rita  Mac  Brown;  "I  brought  up  the 
issue  of  lesbianism  in  1%8.  You  could 
hear  the  ovaries  rolling  on  the  floor. 
That  was  when  I  was  thrown  out  of 
NOW  (National  Organization  of 
Women).  After  that  wc  started  Radical 
Lesbians.  In  the  Seventies,  that  issue  be- 
came an  emotionally  painful  one.  A 
counter-movement  put  forward  that  you 
weren't  a  feminist  unless  you  were  a  les- 
bian.... Men  created  lesbianism,  not  us." 
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Millett  tentatively  points  to  some 
changes  the  women's  movement  has 
brought:  "Now  many  women  feel  closer 
to  women  than  men  —  there's  a 
comfortable  rapport  among  us.  It's  a 
euphoric  time  to  be  woman,  for  now  it's 
us  who  are  the  interesting  people." 

As  important  as  these  changes  are, 
they  have  taken  place  within  the 
women's  community.  As  for  material 
gains  —  and  those  are  perforce  situated 
in  the  overall  construct  of  masculinist 
society  —  there  is  little  reason  for 
encouragement.  "The  movement  is  ten 
years  old,"  recalls  Atkinson.  "In  the 
early  Seventies  there  was  lots  of  poten- 
tial. For  the  time  being  we  have  lost 
much  of  that."  The  women's  movement 
has  indeed  suffered  severe  setbacks,  as 
corporate  and  State  opposition  to  it  has 
consolidated.  The  male-female  wage  gap 
is  widening,  gains  on  abortion  stand  to 
be  lost,  even  such  a  reformist  project  as 
the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  faces  solid 
right-wing  opposition.  Millett:  "It's  not 
as  simple  as  it  was  when  we  were  trying 
to  integrate  the  want  ads  at  the  New 
York  Times.  Things  are  now  easier  to 
understand,  but  harder  to  change.  We 
have  a  much  bigger  set  of  concerns  now: 
the  situation  in  Latin  nations,  the 
increasing  impingements  on  human  free- 
doms, the  use  of  torture..."  In  the 
present  circumstances,  most  of  these 
women  are  unsure  of  what  overall  strat- 
egy to  adopt.  At  the  time  of  this  film 
(1977),  both  Millett  and  Atkinson  were 
working  with  local  women's  and  gay  de- 
fence groups.  One  thing,  however,  is 
clear  for  Millet:  "You  cannot  cooperate 
with  the  government.  They  are  the 
enemy." 

"I  want  to  make  people  say  no,"  Luce 
Guilbeault  says.  "To  revolt,  to  change 
things."  To  date,  that  project  has  been 
limited  to  four  or  five  documentaries,  of 
which  the  two  that  have  concerned  us 
here  are  the  best.  D'Abord  Minageres 
and  Quelques  F^ministes  Am&icaines 
are  both  very  well  produced  and  com- 
pelling documents.  My  only  cavil  would 
be  that  M^nageres  be  shortened  from  its 
present  90  minutes;  the  didactic  use  to 
which  its  documentary  genre  restricts  it 
will  I  think  require  that  enough  time  be 
left  for  discussion  after  screenings. 

Guilbeault  recognizes  the  limits  of  the 
documentary  form.  "In  M^nageres  I 
was  caught  between  a  personal  situation 
—  for  its  subject  matter  is  very  much  a 
part  of  my  life  too  of  course  —  and  my 
desire  to  invent."  The  documentary  also 
presents  limitations  on  the  kind  of 
audience  you  can  expect.  I  wonder  if 
fictive  films  wouldn't  be  likely  to  reach  a 
larger  audience. 

Guilbeault  has  plans  for  a  feature 
film,  the  subject  of  which,  she  says,  will 
be  men.  "I  want  to  talk  about  desire 
among  men.  It  won't  be  about  genital 
sex,  but  about  men  as  they  are  among 
themselves  —  without  women...  .  It  will 
also  be  about  relationships  between 
fathers  and  daughters,  about  incest, 
about  what  men  do  as  men,  by  them- 
selves." I  remarked  that  this  sounded  a 
little  confusing,  and  Guilbeault 
responded  that  she's  still  working  all  of 
this  out  in  her  mind.  For  one  thing,  how 
can  you  talk  about  the  behaviour  of 
straight  men  when  they  are  together 
without  talking  about  male  bonding, 
about  their  relations  with  women,  and 
about  their  repressed  desire  for  one 
another  —  without  in  fact  doing  a  full 
study  of  what  one  might  call  homo- 
sociality?  In  any  case,  the  film  will  be 
something  to  look  forward  to. 

To  my  knowledge,  the  only  Canadian 
feminist  films  screened  at  the  festival 
were  two  shorts  directed  by  Toronto 
filmmaker  Kay  Armatage.  One  of  these. 


Luce  Guilbeault:  "I  want  to  make  people  say  no.  to  revolt,  to  change  things. 


Speakbody,  is  a  narrative  of  a  woman 
deciding  on  and  undergoing  an 
abortion.  The  voice-over  consists  of 
both  the  women's  own  musings,  and  dis- 
cussions she  has  with  her  friends  about 
the  operation,  birth  control,  abortion 
laws,  jobs  and  social  services  for 
women,  and  rape.  Speakbody  is  well 
edited,  cogent  —  in  short,  first  rate. 

The  oppression  and  alienation  women 
face  is  only  one  moment  in  a  series  of  in- 
stitutionalized power  relations.  In  the 
next  issue,  I  will  look  at  six  films  that 
examine  other  structures  of  dominance: 
schools,  prisons,  and  the  totalitarian 
state. 

Alexander  Wilson  D 


Les  Servantes:  Leave  the  praying  to  us 


Fact  and  fiction    , 

To  an  Unknown  God  (A  un  DIos  Desconocido) 

directed  by  Jaime  Chavarri.  Spain,  1978. 
Subtitled. 

Paul/David  directed  by  Gord  Keith,  Jack 
Lemmon  and  Harry  Sutherland.  Canada, 
1979. 

To  slice  the  cinematic  pie  with  a 
double-edged  blade  of  dichotomies  is  the 
task  To  an  Unknown  Got/ undertakes. 
Spanish  director  Jaime  Chavarri  sets 
past  against  present,  romantic  obsession 
against  realistic  appraisal,  and  sexuality 


against  itself.  The  knife,  neither  harsh 
nor  cruel,  is  a  man,  Jose,  and  this  list  of 
generalities  is  focussed  on  his  life,  the 
two  edges  being  his  inner  and  outer 
worlds. 

The  major  importance  of  the  film  lies 
in  the  final  duality:  fiction  vs.  reality. 
Chavarri  gives  us  the  real  Spanish  Poet, 
Federico  Garcia  Lorca,  through  the  eyes 
of  the  fictional  Jose.  Jos6  remembers 
Lorca  as  an  idealized  memory.  Thus  the 
real  Lorca  is  unreal,  while  the  fictional 
Jose  is  a  painstakingly  realistic  char- 
acter. Fact  modified  by  fiction,  modi- 
fied twice  more  —  Chavarri  takes  us 
through  this  innovation  to  the  hilt. 

In  this  film,  hot  topics  like  homosexu- 
ality, political  oppression  and  the  seduc- 
tion of  minors  are  far  from  being  the 
usual  bait  —  they  are  assimilated  so 
simply  and  unquestionably  that  their 
presence  takes  its  place  naturally  in  the 
larger  structure.  Thus  as  issues  they 
achieve  commendable  effectiveness. 

Jose  is  a  magician  in  his  fifties,  living 
alone,  detached  and  yet  not  unhappy  in 
his  present  relationships:  with  his  long- 
time current  male  lover,  with  the  lady 
down  the  hall  and  her  adolescent  son, 
with  his  sister,  a  teacher  whose 
libido  leads  her  to  seduce  a  fourteen 
year  old  pupil.  Rather  like  Mathieu 
in  Sartre's  The  Age  of  Reason  he  moves 
with  ineffectual  semi-grace  through 
the  present,  confused  yet  coping 
with  the  inexplicable  details.  His  re- 
course and  obsession  lie  in  the  past,  with 
Lorca  —  and  unlike  Satre,  Chavarri 
takes  us  there.  His  first  scene  gives  us 
Jose  as  a  boy,  lower  class  neighbour  to  a 
leisure  class  family  in  Franco's  Spain. 
Lorca,  hiding  in  their  tower  and  under 
their  patronage,  is  the  subject  of  young 
Jose's  fascinated  infatuation.  We  are 
never  shown  the  real  Lorca,  we  only 
hear  about  him.  Though  Jos6  is  carrying 
on  a  relationship  with  Pedro,  a  young 
neighbour  who  is  at  one  point  seduced 
by  the  family's  daughter,  Lorca  is  his 
idol  and  central  axis,  fiction  yearning 
after  the  fact.  The  murder  of  Lorca  at 
the  hands  of  Franco's  agents  is  brief  and 
important  —  Pedro  passes  the  dead 
man  in  confusion,  and  Jose  kneels  to 
embrace  him. 

This  early  infatuation  colours  the  rest 
of  Jos6  life.  Now  is  his  fifties,  he  ends 
his  days  in  a  ritual  of  preparing  for  bed. 


He  undresses  methodically  and  neatly  to 
a  tape  of  Lorca  reading  his  "Ode  to 
Walt  Whitman" 

You  searched  for  a  nude  who  was  like  a  river. 

Bull  and  dream  that  would  join  the  wheel 

with  the  seaweed, 

father  of  your  agony,  camelia  of  your  death, 

and  would  mean  in  the  flames  of  your  hidden 

Equator. 

Because  it  is  Just  that  man  does  not  search  for 

his  delight 

in  the  jungle  of  blood  of  the  following 

morning. 

The  sky  has  shores  where  to  avoid  life, 

and  certain  bodies  must  not  repeat  themselves 

in  the  dawn. 

—  From  "Ode  to  Walt  Whitman" (Federico 

Garcia  Lorca,  1929-30) 

Jose  becomes  dissatisfied  with  his 
escape.  The  adolescent  neighbour  boy 
comes  knocking  one  night.  The  inevit- 
able seduction  does  not  follow;  Jose 
sends  him  away  —  yet  in  the  boy  he  re- 
members his  own  infatuated  state, 
whereas  now  he  is  the  cause  of  the  infat- 
uation. This  realignment  places  him  on 
the  same  side  of  the  fence  as  Lorca  was. 
He  returns  to  his  childhood  town  of 
Granada  to  visit  the  neighbours'  daugh- 
ter, who  now  lives  alone  in  the  same 
house.  There  he  finds  Pedro,  and  finds 
out  that  Pedro  had  been  Lorca's  lover 
back  then  as  well  as  his  own.  Their  re- 
union comes  to  an  end  as  Pedro  takes  a 
bunch  of  flowers  to  the  platform  of 
Jose's  departing  train. 

Throughout,  the  scenes  seem  unexcep- 
tional and  disconnected  —  no  large 
emotional  confrontations,  no  denoue- 
ments, little  obvious  progression.  The 
action  seems  overly  long  and  unnecces- 
sary.  The  glue,  and  it  is  strong  stuff,  is 
between  the  frames,  memorable  only 
afterwards  when  the  viewer  fills  in  for 
him  or  herself  the  understated  connec- 
tions. Chavarri  has  no  time  for  either 
propaganda  or  spectacular  statements. 
Gentle  suggestion  is  his  technique  for 
pursuing  his  dichotomies .  The  last  scene 
is  Jose  moving  through  his  nightly  ritual, 
with  Lorca,  every  action  a  repeat  of  the 
same  scene  earlier  —  except  that  Josh's 
current  lover,  a  socialist  (the  final  dichot- 
omy being  political  reality  of  the  present 
V5  political  poetry  of  the  past,)  is 
hovering  in  the  background,  mute  and 
unexceptional.  Like  Mathieu,  some  sort 
of  age  of  reason  has  been  attained  — 
the  realization  that  the  facts  and  figures 
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can't  change  but  only  grow  up  and  old 
—  the  sort  that  perhaps  exists  in  spite  of 
itself.  Just  before  the  tape  ends,  Jose 
switches  it  off,  and  repeats  the  two 
lines  to  himself. 

The  last  suggestion  of  the  film  —  that 
Jose  is  Lorca  —  becomes  the  key  pon- 
dering point  once  we  have  left.  Chavarri 
has  challenged  our  popular  tradition  of 
myth-making  —  in  this  case  historifying 
or  endowing  the  dead  with  romantic  per- 
sonalities. We're  not  given  one  scrap  of 
Lorca,  just  Lorca  through  Jose.  This  in 
turn  exposes  our  uneasy  relationship 
with  figures  of  the  present.  (Jose  is  still 
not  this:  he  remains  a  fiction,  an  actor.) 
We  came  wanting  Lorca,  wanting  es- 
cape, and  instead  we  got  Jose,  someone 
uncomfortably  close,  and  only  for  an 
hour  and  a  half.  Leaving  this  film  was  a 
special  experience,  for  it  was  precisely 
then  that  it  demanded  a  reexamination 
of  itself  as  fiction,  and  an  explanation  of 
where  we  fit  in. 

In  tandem  with  this  Festival  of  Fes- 
tivals "Critics  Choice"  presentation,  we 
were  treated  to  a  short  documentary 
called  Paul/David,  geared  for  the  high- 
school  market.  The  two  title  men  talk 
throughout  about  the  pain  of  coming 
out  —  unexceptional,  rather  predictable 
stories  that  were  balanced  (?)  by  an 
'  'enlightened' '  psj  chiatrist  who  had 
decided  that  after  all  is  said  and  done 
gay  is  okay,  anyway.  Hooray.  He  had  a 
way  of  stating  the  most  basic  chches  in 


To  a  God  Unknown:  We  came  wanting  Lorca. 


such  a  serious  and  emphatic  way  that  I 
began  to  suspect  some  elaborate  parody. 
Everything,  from  the  poor  production 
values  to  the  unimaginative  editing, 
added  to  this  impression.  The  sophistic- 
ated audience  seemed  to  feel  this  sort  of 
humour  no  longer  has  a  market  —  after 
a  few  laughs  of  disbelief,  the  hissing 
started.  I  can  see  that  this  tape  would 
have  a  bit  of  value  in  the  high  school 
curriculum,  touching  insecure  and  agon- 
ized veins.  However,  by  leaving  itself 
open  to  ridicule,  especially  of  the  uptight 


cynical  high  school  nature,  it  coopts  its 
own  painfully  sincere  intentions.  What 
is  called  for  is  something  more  tactically 
sound,  ready  to  address  and  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  peer-pressured  adolescent 
age  group.  It  must  and  does  exist  some- 
where, a  document  that  can  stand  on  its 
own  feet  in  any  crowd,  no  matter  how 
sophisticated  or  not.  That  the  high- 
school  audience's  standards  are  tough  is 
to  be  seen  as  something  positive  —  and 
they  deserve  to  be  served,  on  the  house. 
JohnGreysonD 


...and  let's  sit  in  the  balcony 


If  you've  had  a  hard  time  finding  posi- 
tive, authentic  images  of  gay  people  in 
the  movies,  perhaps  you're  looking  at 
the  wrong  movies.  There's  a  growing 
number  of  short,  non-commercial  films 
now  available  in  Canada,  often  by  gay 
filmmakers,  which  offer  an  encouraging 
antidote  to  the  homophobia  oi  Midnight 
Express  and  Girlfriends  and  deserve  far 
more  exposure  within  the  gay 
community. 

Produced  on  the  outside  of  the  estab- 
lishment film  industry,  these  short  films 
consist  of  both  documentary  and 
fiction.  They  cost  money,  of  course,  but 
a  good  programme  of  as  many  as  3  or  4 
can  be  rented  for  less  than  $100.  Trans- 
port is  extra.  That  means  twenty-five 
people  each  chipping  in  the  price  of  a 
first-run  movie  ticket.  That's  a  good 
investment,  if  you  include  the  discussion 
that  inevitably  follows. 

In  fact,  post-screening  talk  is  as  essen- 
tial for  these  films  as  it  is  unnecessary 
for  the  predigested  products  they  show 
at  the  Odeon.  Many  of  the  films  are  far 
from  perfect,  but  I've  always  thought 
that  an  imperfect  film  can  be  extremely 
profitable  if  well  presented  and 
discussed. 

A  reliable  way  of  planning  a  success- 
ful film  evening  is  to  combine  different 
styles  and  subject  matters,  for  example 
combining  fiction,  documentary,  and 
experimental  films,  while  covering  at  the 
same  time  women,  men,  and  transpeople. 

Here  is  a  rundown  of  suitable  films 
that  I've  encountered: 

Note:  For  the  purposes  of  this  guide, 
which  will  be  published  in  two  parts, 
I've  stuck  to  films  available  in  Canada. 
For  a  valuable,  more  thorough  discussion 
of  comparable  films  available  in  the  US, 
see  "Gay  Film  Work:  1972-1977."  by 
Ray  Olson,  in  yumpCu/,  no.  20.  lam 
sure  my  list  is  incomplete.  I  would 
appreciate  hearing  about  any  gaps. 

Films  About  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Tofelher 

Word  is  Out,  by  the  Mariposa  Film 
Group  (1977).  Encounters  with  twenty- 


six  of  us.  An  unforgettable  milestone  in 
the  history  of  our  collective  conscious- 
ness. 135  min.  $150  for  unpublicized 
group  screenings.  New  Cinema,  35 
Britain  St,  Toronto,  ON  MSA  1R7. 
I  Don't  Know,  by  Penelope  Spheeris.  A 
California  filmmaker  documents  in  a 
loving  and  funny  way  the  "love  affair" 
of  her  sister,  a  lesbian,  and  a  male 
genderfuck-artist.  27  min.  $30. 
Canadian  Filmmakers  Distribution 
Centre,  144Front  St  W,  Toronto,  Ont. 
Gay  Parade,  by  Sol  Rubin  (1972).  I 
haven't  seen  it  but  the  catalogue  says 
"Parental  guidance  recommended  for 
this  homosexual  extravaganza  of  psyche- 
delic makeup,  far-out  costumes,  male 
affection  and  lesbian  sensuous  together- 
ness." Probably  a  pleasant-enough  filler 
that  yields  lots  of  material  for  analysis  if 
you  probe.  16  min.  $10.  CFDC. 
New  Romance  —  Aspects  of  Sexuality 
and  Sexual  Roles,  by  Janet  Walczewski 
and  Susan  Gabori  (1975).  Ever 
wondered  what  the  venerable  old 
National  Film  Board,  now  threatened  by 
the  Tory  axe,  has  ever  done  for  gay 
Canadians?  This  film  will  probably 
make  you  come  out  on  the  side  of  Joe 
Clark:  it's  a  messy  amalgam  of  inter- 
views with  assorted  inarticulate  pioneers 
of  the  new  sexual  consciousness, 
including  a  lesbian  couple  (one  with  a 
pipe),  a  gay  male  couple  (two  hair- 
dressers), and  a  liberal  male  who  pro- 
fesses great  tolerance  for  gays.  A  predic- 
table drag  finale  tops  it  all  off.  Un- 
doubtedly a  good  stimulus  for  a  stereo- 
type discussion,  its  biggest  advantage  is 
its  price.  Free.  Available  at  your  local 
NFB  branch. 

Films  About  Transpeople 

The  most  common  gay  subjects  for 
straight  filmmakers  of  a  pre-Stonewall 
consciousness  has  been  the  transvestite 
and  transsexual  members  of  our 
community,  probably  because  of  their 
high  visibility.  For  the  most  part,  films 
of  this  genre  have  been  guilty  of  voyeur- 
ism and  exploitation,  and  the  following 
three  films  are  no  exception.  (All  make 


fine  discussion  material  despite 
shortcomings.) 

Minimum  Charge  no  Cover,  by  Holly 
Dale  and  Janis  Cole  (1976).  This  film 
showing  a  Yonge  Street  hooker  carving 
roast  beef  for  her  son  and  soliciting 
clients  on  the  Strip,  intercut  with  an 
interview  with  a  transsexual  in  her  bath- 
tub, is  remarkable  for  visual  and  drama- 
tic flair  and  its  political  naivete.  1 1  min. 
$15.  CFDC. 

Night  Shift,  by  Ron  Hallis.  A  portrait  of 
a  Montreal  transvestite  prostitute  named 
Randy,  filmed  with  considerable 
intimacy,  lyricism,  and  prurience.  18 
min.  Send  inquiries  to  the  filmmaker, 
c/o  2182  Prud'homme,  Montreal, 
Quebec  H4A  3H2. 

The  Queen,  Frank  Simon  (1969).  A 
documentary  feature  about  a  drag 
beauty  contest  with  much  backstage 
eavesdropping.  70  min.  New  Cinema 
(see  above),  or  Faroun  Films  (in  Quebec): 
136  St  Paul  St  E,  Montreal,  Quebec. 

Educational  Films 

Two  explicit  sex-manual  films  are  avail- 
able from  City  Films  which  purport  to 
be  introductions  to  homosexuahty, 
presumably  for  the  straight  public. 
Might  be  good  discussion  material  or,  if 
terrible,  at  least  fun  to  tear  apart  if 
followed  by  positive  films.  I  have  not 
seen  them  but  both  are  described  as 
"sensitive,"  so  caveat  emptor. 
Filmmakers  are  not  listed. 
In  Winterlight  "Two  women  share  their 
space  and  sexuality  in  a  tender  and 
loving  manner...  One  reaches  a  marked 
orgasm."  18  min. 

VirAmat.  "Two  young  men...," 
"...shows  that  love  and  affection  are  not 
limited  to  heterosexual  couples(!)"  15 
min. 

Thomas  Waugh  Li 

Thanks  to  Denis  Couture  and  Claude 
Chamberlain  of  the  Co-op  des  cin^astes 
independents  for  their  generous 
assistance. 

The  second  part  of  this  filmography  will 
appear  next  month. 


The  Gay  Nineties, 
the  gay  Seventies 

Ernesto  directed  by  Salvatore  Samperi.  Clesi 
Cinematografica.  Italy,  1979. 

Army  of  Lovers  or  Revolt  of  Ifie  Perverts 

directed  and  produced  by  Rosa  von  Praun- 
heim.  Germany,  1978. 

Judging  by  the  recent  World  Film  Fes- 
tival of  Montreal,  lesbians  and  gays  are 
more  visible  in  the  movies  than  ever.  The 
presence  of  a  homosexual  has  by  now 
become  a  virtual  formula  in  many  film 
genres,  but  the  formula  usually  isn't  very 
appealing:  the  gays  assembled  on  the 
festival  screen  were  given,  for  the  most 
part,  the  choice  of  being  repressed, 
psychopathic,  homicidal,  suicidal,  vic- 
timized, or  just  plain  miserable.  Often 
they  ended  up  dead  as  well. 

All  the  more  refreshing  then  were  the 
three  or  four  films  which  did  succeed  in 
escaping  this  formula  and  presented  our 
lives  in  an  original  and  revelatory  light. 
The  two  films  that  did  so  for  gay  men, 
Ernesto  mAArmy  of  Lovers  or  Revolt 
of  the  Perverts,  were  by  no  means  flaw- 
less, but  greatly  encouraging 
nonetheless. 

Ernesto  is  a  young  high  school  gradu- 
ate strutting  about  his  first  job  as  a  ware- 
house clerk  in  turn-of-the-century  Italy, 
dressed  to  kill  in  bowler  hat  and  watch 
chain.  One  day  his  life  changes:  the 
most  handsome  and  dreamy-eyed  of  the 
labourers  in  his  charge  stares  intently  at 
him,  Ernesto  stares  back  and  offers  a 
cigar,  the  labourer  asks  "Do  you  know 
what  it  is  to  be  the  friend  of  a  man  like 
me?,"  Ernesto  seems  to  know  and  plays 
hard  to  get  for  a  moment,  and  then,  as 
the  audience  gasps,  scarcely  ten  minutes 
into  the  film,  the  two  men  embark  upon 
one  of  the  most  stunning  series  of  love 
scenes  in  the  history  of  the  movies. 

No  doubt  a  complete  lack  of  expecta- 
tions and  a  feeling  of  discovery 
regarding  this  first  film  by  an  unknown 
Italian  director,  Salvatore  Samperi,  have 
been  partly  responsible  for  my  unaccus- 
tomed hyperbole,  as  well  as  the  fact  that 
such  a  subject  has  never  before  been 
broached  in  film.  Here,  finally,  is  the 
rare  combination  of  realism  and 
romance  that  A  Very  Natural  Thing  and 
other  films  of  the  last  decade  have  aimed 
for  but  fallen  short  of.  As  a  sketch  of  the 
dynamics  of  a  cross-generational  and 
inter-class  relationship  and  of  the  rites  of 
gay  initiation,  Ernesto  is  masterful.  It  is 
also,  if  you  look,  a  profound  analysis  of 
the  politics  of  family  and  social  control, 
and  within  the  relationship,  of  the 
politics  of  role-playing,  bum-fucking, 
and  power.  As  if  that  were  not  enough, 
Samperi  has  provided  a  suggestive  spec- 
ulation on  what  the  gay  subculture  must 
have  been  like  in  Mediterranean  society 
eighty  years  ago.  With  the  wealth  of 
sunlit  detail  that  Italian  directors  can 
bring  to  period  fiction  like  no  others,  we 
learn,  for  example,  of  the  crucial  role  of 
cocoa  butter  suppositories ....  Now  that 
gay  historians  are  beginning  to  uncover 
our  past,  fiction  like  this  will  be  vital  to 
our  mythic  reclamation  of  that  past. 
Finally,  and  some  will  find  this  most 
important  of  all,  this  tender  but  unsenti- 
mental story  of  an  awakening  adolescent 
is  more  erotic  than  the  entire  last  decade 
of  hard-core. 

Unfortunately,  when  the  first  hour  of 
a  movie  is  such  a  watershed  in  the  evolu- 
tion of  our  image,  it's  hard  (o  settle  for 
an  ending  that's  anything  less.  At  the 
same  time  as  Ernesto  learns  more  about 
society's  sanctions  against  homo- 
sexuality, he  begins  to  tire  of  his  lover's 
idealism,  learns  to  use  his  class  privilege 
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to  manipulate  him,  and  finally,  inexplic- 
ably, as  if  out  of  sheer  boredom,  humil- 
iates and  abandons  him.  By  this  point, 
the  movie  —  like  Ernesto  —  has 
imperceptibly  lost  its  innocence.  The 
early  romanticism  has  soured  into  the 
worldly  cynicism  of  Ernesto's  middle- 
class  social  milieu. 

A  period  of  bisexual  dalliance  follows, 
culminating  in  an  economically  advant- 
ageous betrothal  engineered  by 
Ernesto's  family  and  accepted  by  him 
with  a  shrug  in  the  film's  last  freeze- 
frame  image.  The  shrug  is  not  so  much 
tragic  as  complacent. 

Ernesto  is  based  on  an  autobiograph- 
ical novel  by  the  Italian  poet  Umberto 
Saba  (1883-1957).  I  am  told  that  its 
appearance  after  the  author's  death  was 


a  literary  event  roughly  equivalent  to  the 
posthumous  publication  of  EM  Forster's 
Maurice  several  years  ago.  One  as- 
sumes from  the  richness  and  authenti- 
city of  the  filmic  adaptation  that  Saba 
knew  what  he  was  talking  about  when  it 
came  to  men  loving  men  in  1900. 1  am 
told  also  that  the  novel  ends  abruptly  at 
the  end  of  Ernesto's  gay  initiation  and 
that  his  bisexual  phase  and  betrothal  are 
inventions  of  the  script.  This  is  plaus- 
ible —  exactly  at  that  point,  this  sensi- 
tive and  earnest  tale  suddenly  switches 
mood  and  direction  (not  to  mention 
sexual  orientation)  and  degenerates  into 
just  another  modishly  cynical  comedy  of 
growing  up.  I  even  wonder  if  we're  in- 
tended to  view  the  homosexual  episode 
as  simply  a  customary  digression  on  the 


part  of  a  "normal"  heterosexual  adult. 

it  is  difficult  to  swallow  whole  this 
portrait  of  one  of  our  forefathers  who 
turns  into  a  nasty  and  dupHcitous  young 
man.  But  the  film  is  so  close  to  a 
breakthrough  on  so  many  levels  that 
even  the  staunchest  of  media  watchdogs 
will  want  to  see  it  again. 

\{  Ernesto  had  the  advantage  of  com- 
plete surprise,  Rosa  von  Praunheim's 
Army  of  Lovers  or  Revolt  of  the  Per- 
verts was  anticipated  by  its  audience 
with  tense  nervousness.  The  German 
filmmaker's  1970  film.  It  is  Not  the 
Homosexual  Who  is  Perverse  But  the 
Situation  In  Which  He  Lives,  a  series  of 
agitprop  skits  denouncing  the  commer- 
cialism and  political  lethargy  of  the  gay 


Seven  hundred  leather  bars  and  the  right  to  serve  in  the  army... 


Rosa  von  Praunheim  is  a  German  direc- 
tor who  made  a  film  for  German  tele- 
vision in  1970 entitled  "It's  Not  the 
Homosexual  Who  is  Perverse  but  the  Sit- 
uation in  Which  he  Finds  Himself.  "He 
was  recently  in  Montreal  to  show  his 
second  gay  film  and  was  interviewed  by  the 
Montreal  gay  publication  Le  Berdache. 
The  translation  below  is  by  Brian  Mossop. 

Berdache:  Your  1970  film  is  harshly 
critical  of  the  gay  ghetto. 
Rosa:  It's  harder  for  gays  who  are 
deeply  involved  in  the  gay  subculture  to 
be  self-critical  and  appreciate  the  film. 
It's  easier  for  people  who  are  at  a  dis- 
tance: gays  who  are  very  aware  poUtically 
or  straight  people  who  are  pohtical  and 
see  it  from  a  different  point  of  view.  I 
think  they  have  an  easier  time  under- 
standing the  film.  It's  a  highly  personal 
film.  I  wanted  to  give  an  overall  picture 
of  the  gay  subculture.  The  film  shows  a 
gay  guy  who  arrives  in  the  big  city  and 
gets  sucked  into  the  sexual  Ufe  of  the 
commercial  ghetto. 

There  are  a  lot  of  scenes  in  it  that  we  see 
as  negative.  And  since  there's  already 
such  a  negative  attitude  to  homosexual- 
ity in  our  society,  we  would  rather 
emphasize  the  positive. 
But  the  film  doesn't  just  put  gays  down. 
Its  main  aim  is  to  show  the  direction  in 
which  gays  and  the  gay  subculture  have 
been  going,  to  show  how  gays  live, 
emphasizing  the  big  role  played  by 
commercial  oppression  and 
exploitation. 

You  don 't  say  much  about  society 's 
oppression  of  homosexuals,  which  is 
what  makes  us  live  that  way. 
It's  too  easy  to  show  homosexuals  as  vic- 
tims. To  get  out  of  the  situation  of  a  vic- 
tim, you  have  to  struggle.  Gays  have 
been  used  to  hiding  and  playing  a 
passive  role.  They  are  also  passive  politi- 
cally. Most  gays  are  very  conservative. 
They  vote  for  governments  that  will 
protect  the  status  quo. 

To  push  gays  into  action,  you  have  to 
confront  them.  When  they  saw  my  film, 
many  gays  felt  hatred  and  anger  for  the 
first  time,  though  it  was  directed  at  the 
film  itself  and  at  me  as  the  film-maker. 
But  that's  the  reaction  I  wanted.  It's  a 
very  important  step  forward.  In  the 
same  way,  I  think  Anita  Bryant  was  one 
of  the  best  things  that  has  happened  for 
the  cause  of  gay  hberation.  She  forced 
even  conservative  gays  to  come  out  of 
their  closets.  But  now  self-criticism  has 
to  be  pushed  even  further.  No  sentimen- 
tal shit  about  gays  as  poor  little  victims. 

Every  time  my  film  was  shown,  gay 
groups  formed  —  radical  groups  that 
worked  on  a  political  basis. 
Were  you  always  present  at  the 
showings? 


Yes,  I  made  it  a  rule  to  attend.  It  was  an 
educational  film,  not  a  commercial  one. 
Its  content  was  controversial  and  so 
there  had  to  be  a  discussion  after  it  was 
shown.  What  happened  in  the  room 
after  the  showing  was  better  than  the 
film  itself.  The  audience  shouted  and  let 
out  their  anger,  a  bit  like  in  a  therapy 
group. 

You  'vejust  made  another  gay  film  '  'A  n 
Army  of  Lovers,  or  the  Revolt  of  the  Per- 
verts" about  the  movement  in  the 
United  States. 

It's  been  a  big  success  in  Germany.  It 
shows  the  development  of  the  American 
movement  from  the  fifties  to  the 
present,  emphasizing  the  great  diversity 
of  gay  groups  that  have  been  set  up, 
both  right-wing  and  left-wing.  Again, 
it's  a  personal  film  giving  a  rather 
subjective  picture  of  the  movement. 

Once  more  it's  not  an  easy  film,  not  a 
hberal  film.  In  New  York,  the  Gay  Pride 
Week  committee  refused  to  show  it.  But 
it's  more  important  for  me  to  make  a 
controversial  film  —  one  that  makes 
people  think. 

You  decided  to  show  people  having  sex. 
Yes.  There's  even  a  scene  where  I  make 
love,  myself,  in  front  of  my  students.  I 
was  teaching  in  San  Francisco  at  the 
time.  It  was  during  the  Anita  Bryant 
campaign  and  I  thought  it  was  impor- 


tant to  confront  the  students  with  gay 
sex.  And  that's  also  the  reason  I  put  it  in 
the  film. 

Do  you  think  the  movement  has  devel- 
oped in  a  positive  direction  during  this 
period? 

I  think  the  movement  is  in  real  danger  of 
being  eaten  up  by  the  system.  If  the 
system  is  clever  enough  to  give  gays  a 
few  crumbs,  gays  will  be  thankful  and 
vote  for  seemingly  Hberal  governments. 
And  once  they've  achieved  a  certain 
degree  of  tolerance,  they'll  end  up  being 
integrated  into  the  same  oppressive 
system  as  the  straight  majority.  It's  no 
use  just  changing  the  laws  —  laws  can 
easily  be  changed  back  again.  You  have 
to  change  the  system.  It's  important  for 
people  to  discover  the  causes  of  their 
oppression,  to  see  that  in  the  end  they 
are  the  same  causes  that  underly  the 
oppression  of  other  minorities.  In  the 
US  movement,  the  struggle  is  directed 
toward  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality, 
without  giving  a  shit  about  other 
struggles.  That's  very  dangerous. 
A  character  in  the  film  says:  "When 
Stonewall  happened,  if  I'd  known  the 
result  of  our  victory  would  be  the  open- 
ing of  700  leather  bars  and  the  right  to 
serve  in  the  army,  I  would  never  have 
fought  the  police. " 
That's  just  what's  happened,  at  least  in 
New  York.  There's  no  gay  community 
centre  in  New  York.  On  the  west  coast, 
people  are  more  political,  because  of 
Briggs,  Harvey  Milk  and  Dan  White.  In 
New  York,  the  only  way  to  meet  is  in 
orgy  bars.  You  have  to  play  a  role: 
leather,  S&M,  disco  and  drugs.  You 
can't  be  yourself.  You  have  to  conform. 
I  don't  say  that  can't  be  fun  once  in  a 
while,  but  there  has  to  be  something  else, 
else. 

Can  you  tell  us  something  more  about 
gay  groups  in  Germany? 
At  first,  around  1970,  there  was  a  lot  of 
enthusiasm,  but  it  quickly  faded.  It  was 
easier  to  go  to  the  bars  and  discos  than 
to  struggle. 

Even  in  the  groups  we  did  set  up, 
about  forty  of  them,  there  was  too  big  a 
separation  between  body  and  head,  be- 
tween intellect  and  sensuality.  We  talked 
in  a  theoretical  way  about  the  problems 
of  sexuality,  and  when  the  meeting  was 
over,  we  went  off  to  the  bushes  to  get 
fucked  and  forgot  everything  we'd  been 
talking  about.  One  new  positive  develop- 
ment is  the  appearance  of  gay  coffee- 
houses where  you  can  just  talk,  without 
the  structure  of  an  organization  and 
without  meetings.  It's  less  dry,  less  aca- 
demic, and  it  should  open  things  up  to 
the  working  class.  Workers  were  always 
cut  off  from  the  movement  by  our  theor- 
ies and  by  the  language  we  used.  That 
barrier  must  be  broken  down  too. 


male  ghetto,  is  as  notorious  as  its  title  is 
long.  Von  Praunheim  not  implausibly 
argues  that  th^  film  played  a  pioneering 
role  in  the  German  gay  movement  due  to 
the  discussion  it  provoked,  but  not  all 
viewers  are  convinced.  Just  last  year,  a 
Boston  reviewer  {Gay  Community 
News)  managed  to  find  a  place  in  his 
description  for  all  of  these  labels:  des- 
tructive, hostile,  moralizingly 
aggressive,  amateurish,  aurally  abrasive 
and  disjointed,  visually  banal,  roughly 
edited,  stagey,  contemptuous,  uncom- 
passionate,  negative,  offensive,  and 
politically  inopportune. 

The  nervousness  was  unnecessary. 
This  time  the  filmmaker  had  the  largely 
gay  festival  audience  almost  entirely  on 
his  side. 

For  one  thing,  von  Praunheim  has 
switched  to  a  more  conventional  and 
more  polished  documentary  format. 
Army  of  Lovers  is  basically  a  perceptive 
record  of  many  developments  in  the 
American  gay  movement  during  the 
Seventies.  Not  only  the  parades  and  cele- 
brations are  revisited,  but  also  the  polit- 
ical tests  that  have  shaped  our  struggle, 
from  Stonewall  itself  to  the  Briggs  Initi- 
ative and  Boston-Boise.  Von  Praunheim 
also  goes  back  beyond  Stonewall  and 
evokes  our  pre-history  —  the  medieval 
persecution  of  witches,  the  German  gay 
movement  under  Magnus  Hirschfeld 
squelched  by  the  Nazis,  the  growth  of 
the  semi-underground  gay  organizations 
in  the  US  in  the  post-war  period.  In 
some  of  the  film's  best  moments,  the 
original  founders  of  the  Mattachine 
Society  and  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis  pro- 
vide the  camera  with  their  own  reminis- 
cences of  those  years. 

This  is  by  no  means  an  "objective" 
journalistic  survey.  While  the  early 
radical  groups  appear  in  an  aura  of  nos- 
talgia, the  old  GAA  Firehouse  glowing 
like  a  shrine,  the  narrator  minces  no 
words  when  it  comes  to  the  "conserva- 
tive, elitist"  Gay  Task  Force,  and  deftly 
satirizes  gay  religion,  civil  rights  organ- 
izing, and  the  commercialism  of  ghetto 
culture. 

One  merit  of  von  Praunheim's  per- 
spective is  its  breadth.  Everyone  has 
their  say  from  Third  World  gays  to 
Parents  of  Gays  and  Over-Forties... well, 
almost  everyone.  Von  Praunheim's  view 
is  unabashedly  that  of  a  gay  man,  phal- 
locentric  some  will  say:  there  is  none  of 
the  scrupulous  balance  between  women 
and  men  that  was  the  strength  of  Word 
is  Out.  This  is  indefensible,  yet  von 
Praunheim  is  completely  upfront  about 
this  shortcoming.  I  found  his  self-crit- 
icism in  this  regard  sincere  and  perhaps 
more  provocative  than  a  ritual  formu- 
lation of  the  correct  line  might  have 
been.  There  is  something  to  be  said  for 
his  assumption  that  he  cannot  be  a 
spokesperson  for  lesbians.  All  the  same, 
the  lesbian  input,  where  it  occurs,  is  very 
effective.  I  am  thinking,  for  example,  of 
the  hard-hitting  response  by  an  angry, 
articulate  lesbian  to  Grace  Jones'  object- 
ifying performance  at  a  Gay  Pride  Rally 
and  her  gay  male  audience's  combined 
mockery  and  adulation  at  the  time. 

Another  victim  of  invisibility  is  the 
gay  left.  This  is  curious  since  von 
Praunheim  shares  much  of  the  radical 
perspective  of  the  ghetto  and  the  need 
for  us  to  struggle  alongside  "all  oppres- 
sed people."  This  becomes  more  than 
annoying  when  you  consider  the  lengthy 
attention  to  some  preposterous  Hitler 
clone  claiming  to  represent  large  num- 
bers of  gay  Nazis.  Von  Praunheim 
clearly  cannot  resist  the  attraction  of 
sensation  and  spectacle,  even  when  this 
undercuts  his  commitment  to  a  respons- 
ible analysis.  The  same  question  arises 
from  the  long  concluding  parts  of  the 
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film  which  serve  as  a  platform  for  the 
idiocies  of  pornographer  Fred  Halstead 
and  the  philosophizing  of  John  Rechy, 
whose  voice  is  worth  hearing  to  be  sure 
but  somewhat  less  oracular  than  von 
Praunheim  thinks. 

Although  I've  emphasized  the  docu- 
mentary aspect  of  Army  of  Lovers,  a 
strong  theatrical  element  is  still  present 
in  the  film.  Intercut  with  the  actuahty 
footage  is  a  series  of  agitprop  skits  of 
varying  effectiveness.  The  skits 
sometimes  provide  laughs  or  songs,  and 
sometimes  fill  in  with  boisterous  vitality 
the  unfilmed  parts  of  our  history 
(Hirschfeld,  for  example,  and  even 
Stonewall).  At  other  times,  the  skits, 
delivered  head-on  with  a  Brechtian 
directness,  enlarge  the  documentary 

...but  not  broken 

Bent  by  Martin  Sherman.  Directed  by  Robert 
Chetwyn.  Royal  Court  Theatre,  London. 

Bent  is  a  play  about  the  persecution  of 
homosexuals  in  Nazi  Germany  in  the 
1930's.  It  is  based,  as  the  programme 
takes  trouble  to  announce,  on  fact.  It  is 
a  harrowing  play,  and  while  it  is 
obviously  of  significant  interest  to  mem- 
bers of  the  gay  community,  is  is  an  im- 
portant work  for  many  other  reasons  as 
well.  The  play  avoids  cheap  sensational- 
ism without  in  any  way  shirking  its  re- 
sponsibility to  deal  with  the  sensational- 
istic  element  inherent  in  its  subject. 
Playwright  Martin  Sherman  treats  this 
difficult  subject  properly,  and  always 
keeps  firm  control  of  his  material.  The 
play  invites  the  spectator's  imagination 
to  leap  from  the  historically  specific  sit- 
uation of  Nazi-persecuted  gays  to  the 
brutality  of  any  society  against  gays. 
Sherman  clearly  wants  this  play  to  have 
a  paradigmatic  function. 

Bent  opens  in  an  ordinary  Berlin  fiat 
with  a  morning-after-the-night-before 
sequence.  It  is  almost  drawing-room 
comedy.  Max  (the  protagonist  of 
the  story,  played  in  London  by  Ian 
McKellen)  got  drunk  the  night  before, 
and  knows  that  he  has  done  something 
awful  because  Rudy,  (Jeff  Rawle  in 
London)  his  regular  partner,  is  feeling 
hurt  and  exasperated.  Rudy  reveals  that 
Max  had  propositioned  everybody  at 
Greta's,  the  night  spot,  but  had 
managed  to  bring  home  a  sexy  blond  in 
leather.  "My  own  little  storm  trooper" 
he  calls  him.  The  blond,  who  is  still  there 
in  the  fiat,  is  a  member  of  the  SS.  There 
is  a  knock  at  the  door  and  several  SS 
enter  in  search  of  him.  Rudy  and  Max 
fiee  while  the  blond  has  his  throat  cut. 
Now  that  they  have  been  implicated  in 
this  affair,  the  SS  will  want  them  too. 

The  following  scenes  sketch  the 
experiences  of  the  men  in  their  two  year 
night  from  the  Nazis.  Homosexuality  is 
illegal  now,  as  in  the  case  of  Jews,  Gyp- 
sies, Communists,  madmen  and  other 
criminals.  While  living  in  a  hobo-city 
en  route  to  a  hoped  for  escape  to  Am- 
sterdam, the  two  are  arrested  at  last. 
Max,  who  is  taken  because  of  his  loyalty 
to  Rudy,  is  none  the  less  forced  to  in- 
volve himself  in  Rudy's  death  on  the 
way  to  Dachau.  He  is  so  warned  by  an- 
other man,  Horst,  the  other  central 
character.  It  is  a  lesson  in  survival. 

In  the  final  scenes  of  the  first  half  of 
the  play,  we  sec  Max  seeking  out  Horst 
to  share  some  of  the  extra  ration  of  food 
that  Max  can  get  by  virtue  of  his  yellow 
star  which  he  managed  to  obtain.  Horst 
has  warned  him  that  the  pink  triangle 
ranks  lower  than  any  other  insignia. 
Horst  is  the  only  man  on  the  camp  who 
knows  Max's  secret.  The  debate  be- 


material  with  incisive  commentary.  In 
the  best  of  these  the  performers  camp 
about  in  front  of  a  macho  meat-rack, 
primping  and  prancing  as  they  mimic  the 
tough  posturing  of  the  Mandate  Men 
behind  them  and  thereby  succeed  in  ex- 
ploding the  dubious  by-products  of  the 
gay  civil-rights  movement  ("7(X)  leather- 
bars  and  the  right  to  serve  in  the  army.") 

The  skits,  Uke  the  film  itself,  are 
fiercely  unapologetic.  There  is  still  much 
of  the  1970  von  Praunheim  in  this  utter 
refusal  of  sentimentality,  respectability, 
and  romanticism.  But  now  he  is  more  in 
step  with  his  audience:  surely  we' re  be- 
yond the  need  for  films  we  can  show  our 
parents.  fVord  is  Out  answered  this  and 
other  needs:  it  was  stirring  in  its  intim- 
acy, its  sense  of  the  flowering  of  indivi- 


dual lives.  Army  of  Lovers  answers 
other  needs.  It's  a  noisy  and  rambunc- 
tious epic  of  our  collectivity,  a  percep- 
tive essay  on  (gay  male)  sexuality,  a 
brainstorming  of  questions  to  take  us 
into  the  Eighties.  Unlike  Word  is  Out, 
Army  of  Lovers  will  likely  never  be  tele- 
vised nor  even  shown  commercially,  as 
much  because  of  its  repudiation  of  slick- 
ness  and  respectibility,  I'm  sure,  as  be- 
cause of  one  or  two  suck  scenes.  Hope- 
fully, it  will  be  available  nonetheless  for 
groups  and  special  screenings.  That 
might  be  for  the  best:  the  way  to  see  this 
buoyant  film-celebration  of  the  Stone- 
wall decade  is  not  alone  in  front  of  the 
tube  nor  in  a  crowd  of  strangers,  but 
surrounded  by  other  lovers  and  perverts. 

Thomas  WaughD 


The  play  as  paradignfi:  Jeff  Rawle  and  Ian  McKellen  in  Bent 


tween  them  begins.  As  Horst  sees  it. 
Max  must  not  deny  his  true  nature.  He 
must  take  off  the  Star  of  David  and  e- 
spouse  the  pink  triangle  whatever  the 
cost.  Max  refuses  saying  that  he  has  ne- 
ver loved  anyone,  owes  no  one  anything, 
and  is  determined  to  survive  as  comfort- 
ably as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  last  act  of  the  play  is  more 
stylized  than  the  first.  We  observe  the 
men,  Max  and  Horst,  moving  rocks 
from  one  spot  to  another  and  back  a- 
gain,  in  a  dramatic  metaphor  of  Becket  - 
like  quality.  Behind  the  men  is  the  pit  in 
which  dead  bodies  are  thrown,  and  be- 
hind that  is  an  electric  fence.  In  this  por- 
tion of  the  play  we  go  from  the  heat  of 
summer  to  winter  cold,  we  feel  the  chan- 
ge of  season,  and  understand  the  numb- 
ing misery  and  the  interminable  persec- 
ution of  the  camp.  We  watch  the  men 
fight  to  retain  some  sanity  in  asituation. 


we  watch  them  calculating  how  much 
dignity  they  can  give  up  for  survival. 
The  men  moving  the  rocks,  for  no 
other  purpose  than  the  command  of  sad- 
ists, are  not  permitted  to  touch  or  talk  to 
each  other.  Rest  is  given  in  the  form  of 
standing  at  attention  for  three  minutes 
every  two  hours.  The  actors  stand  far  a- 
part  on  the  stage,  staring  out  into  the 
audience.  In  what  is  becoming  the  most 
famous  scene  in  the  play,  Horst  makes 
love  to  Max  verbally  and  brings  them 
both  to  climax.  It  is  loving  that  tran- 
scends its  specific  setting  and  limitation. 
Horst  deteriorates  during  the  winter  and 
is  killed  because  of  his  physical  disabil- 
ity. Max  is  forced  to  throw  the  body  into 
the  pit.  In  a  soliloquy  he  reveals  his  true 
feelings:  he  loves  Horst.  he  loved  Rudy 
and  he  realizes  he  cannot  live  without 
love,  and  intimacy.  After  reficcting. 
Max  jumps  into  the  pit,  and  emerges 
with  Horst's  coat.  He  puts  it  on,  with  its 


pink  triangle,  then  weary,  resigned,  and 
defiant  he  backs  into  the  fence.  Horst 
has  told  him  that  genuine  suicide  is  view- 
ed by  the  guards  as  as  act  of  defiance,  a 
final  exercise  of  the  free  will. 

We  must  be  grateful  that  here  is  a  play 
with  a  gay  subject  speaking  out  not  only 
for  all  gays  and  oppressed  minorities, 
but  also  that  it  portrays  the  gay  experi- 
ence in  a  way  which  ultimately  is  repre- 
sentative of  the  human  struggle  to  love 
and  to  grow,  to  understand  and  to  com- 
municate, and  to  achieve  dignity  and  in- 
tegrity. As  theatre  flen/ is  commanding. 
It  condnues  a  tradiuon  of  the  highest 
purpose:  it  achieves  tragic  perception 
with  humour  and  compassion.  Let  us 
cherish  it. 

Martin  Sherman  is  a  tall  slender 
American  with  a  beard  that  is  getting 
slightly  grizzled.  He  has  a  soft-spoken 
manner  and  an  overt  gentleness  about 
him  that  seems  at  odds  with  the  anger  of 
the  play.  He  struck  me  as  being  at  one 
with  his  work:  sensitive,  yet  utterly  as- 
sured and  confident  of  what  he  must  do. 
He  has  written  for  years,  and  by  now 
must  have  immured  himself  to  the 
critical  blinkers  of  those  who  review  his 
work.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  is  not  re- 
ceiving fame  or  overblown  publicity,  but 
that  the  criticism  seems  to  lack  a  com- 
prehension, an  appreciation  of  the  aims 
and  achievements  of  his  writing. 

Sherman  has  been  writing  for  years. 
He's  had  several  off-Broadway  pro- 
ductions which  outraged  the  critics,  for 
the  most  part.  Although  he's  from  the 
US,  some  of  his  happiest  theatrical  ex- 
periences have  been  in  London,  and 
before  that  at  the  Gay  Sweatshop.  He 
acknowledges  being  greatly  influenced 
by  contemporary  English  theatre  and 
acting  conventions.  The  production  of 
Bent  is  his  greatest  success  so  far,  but  it 
is  not  atypical  in  that  the  critics  are 
divided  once  more.  I  was  interested  in 
analyzing  the  reason  for  this  division  of 
opinion.  (One  of  the  actors  was  recently 
accosted  in  a  restaurant  by  a  member  of 
the  audience  who  lectured  him  on  his  ir- 
responsibility of  being  associated  with  a 
play  which  has  jokes  set  in  a  concentra- 
tion camp.)  Martin  Sherman  feels  that 
the  play  pushes  buttons  on  some 
people:  homophobe  buttons,  especially 
for  homosexuals  who  are  secretly  homo- 
phobic. "The  kind  of  audience  who  are 
attending  the  play,"  he  says,  "are  peo- 
ple who'd  be  going  to  movies  in  New 
York."  The  audiences  here  are  the  heter- 
ogeneous groups  that  good  films  get. 

New  York  will  get  an  opportunity  to 
see  this  work  when  it  opens  on  Broad- 
way later  this  season.  Try  and  find  a 
copy,  it  is  an  exceptional  piece  of  drama. 

Mel  Coopern 

The  play  may  be  had  from  Amber  Lane 
Press,  Amber  Lane  Farmhouse,  The 
Slack,  Ashover,  Derbyshire,  England. 
S45  OEB.  It  sells  for  £2. 00. 


Our  contributors 

Mel  Cooper  is  a  Canadian  writer  living  in  Oxford. 
England    John  Greyson  is  an  Associate  Editor  of 
Ontertdd  magazine    Michael  Lyndi't  feature 
article  on  gays.  Stratford  and  Shakespeare  is  still 
available  by  request  from  IBP    Thomas  Waugh 
teaches  film  at  Concordia  University  m  Montreal 
Alexander  Wilson  is  busy  making  green-tomato 
mincemeat 

The  Ivory  Tunnal  and  Monitor  do  not  appear  tfiis 
month  Ian  Young  and  Richard  Labonte  are  both 
on  holiday 


In  our  review  of  A  Gay  Diary  by  Donald  Vining 
(IBP.  September),  we  quoted  the  price  as  CAN 
S1 1  95  If  you  are  ordering  directly  from  Pepys 
Press  in  New  York,  the  price  is  US  $9  95  All 
prices  quoted  in  TIP  are  m  Canadian  dollars 
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The  1979  Stratford  Shakesperian  Festival 

Petruchio  Victorious 


If  the  Stratford  Festival  were  within  sub- 
way reach  of  downtown  Toronto,  two  of 
its  productions  would  have  been 
picketed  this  year,  or  worse.  The  urban 
women's  community  would  never  have 
stood  for  Pamela  Hawthorne's  unques- 
tioning production  of  The  Taming  of  the 
Shrew,  a  production,  observed  the 
Toronto  Star's  Gina  Mallet,  that  Phyllis 
Schafley  would  cheer.  The  urban  gay 
male  community  would  have  objected  to 
Richard  McMillan's  gratuitously  anti- 
gay  Feeble  in  the  Second  Part  of  Henry  IV. 

The  Festival  may  not  have  been  shut 
down,  and  possibly  it  should  not  have 
been,  but  its  "patrons"  (as  the  Festival 
calls  its  paying  customers)  might  have 
been  challenged  out  of  their  complacencies. 

Stratford  "patrons"  include  feminists 
and  gays,  of  course.  But  official 
Stratford  ignores  us.  We  don't  arrive  in 
busses  from  Brampton  or  Buffalo,  pas- 
telled  in  eighteen-piece  doubleknit 
unisex  pantsuits.  The  town  offers  us  no 
women's  centre  or  gay  bar  where  we 
may  assemble  apart  from  the  madding 
crowd.  This  dispersion  of  us  neatly 
assists  the  Festival  officials  in 
sponsoring  such  anti-woman,  anti-gay 
agitprop  as  we  see  in  these  two 
productions. 

Whether  Taming,  with  its  premise 
that  an  uppity  woman  must  be  brutally 
subjugated  by  a  macho  man,  can  ever  be 
critically  produced  is  debatable.  The 
American  actor /director  Joseph 
Chaikin,  in  Toronto  during  the  summer, 
said  he  thought  it  impossible,  and  so  the 
play  should  simply  not  be  produced.  I 
argued  that  it  was  possible,  as  in  Zeffer- 
elli's  film  where  the  star  system  reminds 
us  that  Elizabeth  Taylor  is  not  about  to 
be  subjugated  by  Richard  Burton,  even 
though  she  plays  at  letting  her  Katherine 
come  under  the  yoke  of  his  Petruchio. 

Stratford's  Taming  could  hardly  have 
done  more  to  amplify  the  play's  premise. 
Not  a  titter  came  from  the  audience  of 
the  performance  I  saw  when  Katharine 
urged  women  to  "place  your  hands 
below  your  husband's  foot,"  to  pay  him 
"such  duty  as  the  subject  owes  the 
prince."  Leading  any  modern  audience 
to  such  acquiescence  required  consider- 
able misuse  of  considerable  histrionic 
skill. 

Feeble,  in  Henry  IV,  is  one  of  Jack 


Falstaff's  recruits  for  his  motley  army. 
He  is  a  "woman's  tailor."  Women's  tai- 
lors were  in  sixteenth  century  England 
what  counter-jumpers  were  in  Walt 
Whitman's  New  York,  what  male  hair- 
or  windowdressers  are  today:  mockable 
stereotypes  of  effeminate  men. 

Now  "tailor"  could  mean  pudenda, 
as  well,  and  Shakespeare's  script  enjoys 
bawdy  puns  about  the  woman's  tailor 
who  is  being  "pricked"  (being  inducted; 
his  name  entered  on  the  roll)  by  dotty 
old  Justice  Shallow.  But  Shakespeare's 
magnanimity  balances  that  mockery  by 
giving  Feeble,  in  his  noblest  line,  an  un- 
perturbed dignity.  "Wilt  thou  make  as 
many  holes  in  an  enemy's  battle  as  thou 
hast  done  in  a  woman's  petticoat?"  Fal- 
staff  baits  him.  "I  will  do  my  good  will 
sir,  you  can  have  no  more,"  replies 
Feeble.  Even  the  bawdy  pun  on  "will," 
as  erotic  desire,  does  not  undermine  this 
anti-jest. 

Director  Peter  Moss,  however,  buries 
the  line  and,  along  with  it,  Feeble's 
dignity.  His  Feeble  is  a  throwback  to  all 
the  easy  anti-gay  jibes  you've  ever  seen: 
curlywigged,  overlaced,  a  mincing  auto- 
da-fey.  In  Part  One  Moss  introduced  a 
"patron"-pleasing  but  gratuitous  whore, 
and  without  any  script  authority  hetero- 
sexualized  Hal's  close  buddy  Poins.  In 
both  parts,  he  was  uncritical  of  Hal's 
nasty  fat  jokes. 

Homosexuality  has  often  been  used  in 
Richard  II  to  motivate  the  King's  lassi- 
tude and  further  to  impugn  his  curious 
crew  of  retainers.  Bushy,  Bagot,  and 
Green.  Likewise,  lago's  speech  about 
the  sleeping  Othello  who  grabbed  him, 
kissed  him  hard,  and  "laid  his  leg  over 
my  thigh"  —  this  speech  has  been  used 
to  motivate  lago's  malignancy.  He 
becomes  a  Claggart,  a  man  who  must 
destroy  the  thing  he  loves  since  it  is  a 
man. 

Neither  Zoe  Caldwell  nor  Frances  Hy- 
land,  both  women  directing  at  Stratford 
for  the  first  time,  succumb  to  these  tra- 
ditional temptations.  Bravo.  Caldwell's 
Richard  is  perhaps  the  season's  most  in- 
telligent production.  Hyland's  Othello  is 
capable,  but  does  not  question  one  of 
that  play's  appeals  to  the  audience:  the 
murder  of  a  naive,  undressed  woman  on 
her  wedding  sheets  by  her  husband. 
Critically  illuminating  the  titillating 


Stratford  in  drag:  Hutt  as  Bracknell  in  Earnest. ..and  McMillan  as  Feeble  in  Henry  IV,  Part  II 


Ned  and  Jack:  testimony  tor  a  sociology  ternri  paper 


appeal  of  this  sexual  violence  may 
require  a  boy-actor  in  Desdemona's 
role,  and  Stratford  is  hardly  able  to  meet 
that  challenge. 

The  Woman,  a  recent  play  by  Edward 
Bond  in  its  North  American  premiere,  is 
the  Festival's  only  homage  to  strong 
women.  Its  complexity  with  respect  to 
female  strength  amid  male  destructive- 
ness  earns  the  respect  of  Martha  Henry's 
skill.  Her  Queen  Hecuba,  both  before 
Troy's  destruction  and  in  the  long 
aftermath,  is  joined  by  Ismene,  who 
leaves  her  own  Greek  husband  to  his  un- 
ending devastations.  Clare  Coulter's 
Ismene,  particularly  in  the  second  part 
of  the  play,  develops  a  fortitude  in  con- 
junction with  Hecuba's  that  permits 
considerable  reciprocal  affection 
between  the  two  women.  It  was  the  only 
woman-woman  affection,  apart  from 
the  quilted  formalities  of  the  women  in 
Love's  Labour's  Lost,  I  saw  this  season. 
(I  did  not,  however,  see  the  adaptation 
of  Lorca's  Yerma  and  the  new  Steve 
Fetch  play,  Victoria. ) 

Male-male  affection  is  the  subject  of 
Sheldon  Rosen's  Ned  and  Jack,  a  revival 
of  a  1978  production.  Were  they  gay? 
I'm  not  so  sure  about  Ned,  in  the  play  or 
in  life  (where  he  was  Edward  Sheldon, 
American  playwright),  but  Jack  (John 
Barrymore)  wasn't,  so  you  can  guess  (if 
you've  seen  much  summer  schlock  lately) 
what  it  takes  for  Jack  to  tell  Ned  he  loves 
him:  much  booze,  a  crisis  (Ned  reveals 
that  he  is  terminally  ill),  and  an  all- 
nighter  which  may  well  be  forgotten 
tomorrow  afternoon.  If  you  need 
testimony  that  a  straight  man  finds  it 
difficult  to  declare  love  for  another 
man,  say  for  your  sociology  term  paper, 
you  might  find  this  play  interesting. 
Otherwise,  Edward  Bond's  Troy  is  far 
more  insightfully  contemporary  than 
Rosen's  1922. 

It's  no  help  that  Jack  is  played  by 
Alan  Scarfe,  Stratford's  tinny  perfect 
basso,  mannered,  unintelligibly  sing- 
song, straight-stiff  leading  man  this 
year.  The  departure  of  Brian  Bedford 
and  Maggie  Smith  last  fall  left  Stratford 
without  much  onstage  intelligence,  and 
what  remains  is  concentrated  (among 
the  leads,  at  least)  in  Martha  Henry  and 
Richard  Monette.  Monette  really  should 
play  Cleopatra  sometime,  not  for  the 
joke  with  Hosanna,  but  as  a  challenge  to 
Stratford  sexism.  In  the  meantime, 
Monette  makes  of  Hal,  in  both  parts  of 
Henry  IV,  a  spirited,  bright  player 
prince,  especially  when  the  spice  of 
gender-flouting  camp  is  possible,  as 
when  he  mimics  Hotspur  and  his  Lady 
enfamille.  When  Hal  goes  "straight," 
when  he  dons  the  crown  and  dumps  Fal- 
staff.  Monette  makes  us  feel  iust  how 


much  life  the  prince  has  lost.  Swallowed 
up  in  his  red  train,  he'll  play  unexpec- 
tedly no  more.  Such  is  the  price  of  the 
patriarchal  monarchy. 

Monette  also  brings  vivacity  to  Love's 
Labour's  Lost  as  Berowne,  but  the 
production  makes  his  fellow  would-be 
scholars  so  fleshy  from  the  beginning 
that  his  insights  don't  get  a  fair  chance: 
there's  no  real  sense  that  they  have  any 
struggle  in  yielding  to  the  erotic  over  the 
studious.  William  Webster  plays  the 
ladies'  waiting  lord  Boyet  much  as  Brian 
Bedford  played  Touchstone  two  years 
ago:  a  dapper,  suave,  urbane,  (gay?) 
man  among  the  women.  You'll 
recognize  him,  but  the  straights  beside 
you  won't. 

That  Mr  and  Mrs  Don  Mills  don't  like 
gay  male  humour,  gay  camp,  is  borne 
out  by  the  popular  production  of  one  of 
the  worst  plays  I've  ever  seen:  Happy 
New  Year,  which  takes  Philip  Barry's 
Hght  Holiday,  steeps  it  in  an  Ed  Sullivan- 
esque  smarm,  and  adds  a  denatured 
splash  of  Cole  Porter  songs.  Both  Porter 
and  Barry  would  be  embarrassed  to  the 
teeth,  but  it  pulls  'em  in  from  Buffalo. 

The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest,  one 
of  Stratford's  all-time  hits,  returns  this 
year,  a  revival  revived  and  so  sold  out 
that  its  run  was  extended.  Robin 
Phillips's  elegant  production  earns  its 
Wildeness,  but  watching  the  audiences 
reminded  me  that  they  were  here  not  for 
Oscar's  brilliance  so  much  as  for  WiUiam 
Hutt  in  drag  as  Lady  Bracknell;  put  Hutt 
on-stage  in  Charley's  Aunt,  and  I  bet  it 
will  be  no  less  adored . 

Just  why  Lady  Bracknell  is  played  by 
a  man  in  drag  1  still  don't  know.  Hutt 
plays  her  with  tasteful  nobility,  not 
mocking  her  in  any  expectable  way.  But 
does  the  transvestism  bring  out  any 
strength  of  her  character  that  isn't 
already  there?  And  if  it  did,  would  not 
this  constitute  mockery?  Hutt  does  not 
get  in  the  way  of  Bracknell,  and  that  is 
high  praise;  but  doesn't  this  casting  re- 
quire us  to  give  her  extra  attention,  odd 
attention?  And  doesn't  that  get  in  the 
way?  Much  as  Feeble-in-drag  undercuts 
Feeble's  dignity? 

The  curtain  calls  on  Thursday  evening 
June  28,  may  be  relevant  here.  After 
that  understated  performance,  Hutt, 
solus,  absorbed  the  final  applause.  As  he 
turned  to  walk  offstage  he  made  a 
viciously  effeminate  gesture,  as  if 
assuring,  "don't  worry;  I'm  notransves- 
tite;  I  hate  them  as  much  as  you  do." 

More  than  for  any  punchhne  in  this  or 
any  other  play  this  season,  the  audience 
laughed  loud,  laughed  long 

Hutt  was  casting  them  as  Petruchio 
Victorious. 

Michael  Lynch  D 
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FRIENDS  Jit 


BLACK  GAY  FEMALE,  23,  enjoys  music, 
movies  and  quiet  times.  Would  like  to  meet 
same  for  friendship.  Race  unimportant.  Tor- 

onto.  Drawer  B642. 

LOVE  THE  SOFT  TOUCH  OF  FUR?  I  am  a 
fur-loving  TV,  and  am  craving  for  a  caressing 
relationship  with  female  or  male  and  being 
your  girl-in-fur.  Please  write  soon.  Winnipeg. 

Drawer  B608. 

LESBIAN  FEMINIST  S&M  support  group 
has  published  45-page  booklet  including  arti- 
cles on  theory  and  politics,  personal  experi- 
ence, reading  list.  $3.00,  plain  wrapper. 
Samios,  No  2  P  O  Box  2364,  Berkeley,  CA 
94702.  Free  hanky  colour  code  card  for  les- 

bians  included. 

GAY  WOMEN  THROUGHOUT  US  and 
Canada  write/ meet  with  confidentiality 
through  the  Wishing  Well  magazine  and  ser- 
vices. Introductory  copy,  $3.  (US  Money  Or- 
der). Also  offering  Hawaiian  hohday,  Feb- 
ruary, 1980.  Information,  brochures:  P  O  Box 
664.  Novato.  CA  94947.  USA. 


International 


BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE  Southern  Cali- 
fornia actor,  age  30,  enjoys  the  arts,  travel, 
reading,  writing,  the  outdoors,  jogging,  mak- 
ing friends  —  a  hopeless  romantic  who  is  bar- 
weary  and  tired  of  solitaire  —  honestly.  I'd 
like  to  meet  others  my  age  and  interest.  Write! 
We'll  share.  Drawer  B640        


Alberta 


PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  25,  new  to  Cal- 
gary, seeks  macho  male  28-40  for  relationship. 
If  you  are  affectionate,  sincere  and  want  to 
share  good  times  we  should  get  together.  All 
replies  answered.  Drawer  B658. 


British  Columbia 


BC  NORTHERN  ISOLATION  seeking  writ- 
ten consolation.  Find  a  friend!  Will  answer  all. 
If  we  relate,  we'll  have  a  ball!  Scorpio  male, 
25, 6'3",  185,  well-built,  goodlooking,  blond/ 
blue,  crazy,  quiet,  strong,  sensitive,  rude, 
stubborn,  conscientious,  easy-going,  lazy, 
lonely,  perceptive,  musical,  artistic,  earthy, 
athletic,  philosophical,  photographical,  celi- 
bate, horny,  yin-yang,  imagining  some  fine 
young  dudes  retain  untainted  attitudes  and 
hoping  some  become  related.  Honesty  apprec- 

iated.  Write  on!  Drawer  B450. 

SHERWOOD  FOREST,  a  gay  introduction 
service,    non-profit,   minimal   charge.   (604) 

251-1510. 

VANCOUVER  W/M.  33,  skinny,  130  lbs, 
wants  to  wrestle  guys  120  to  130  lbs.  All  races. 
Bob.  (604)  736- 1066.  Serious  only,  please. 

Eastern  Ontario 

ATTRACTIVE.  PROFESSIONAL  couple  in 
thirties  with  country  home  one  hour  from 
Metro  Toronto  would  like  to  meet  other  male 
couples  for  friendshipand  fun.  Drawer  B649. 

Montreal  

GAY  MALE.  26,  155  lbs.  5'9".  masculine. 
Greek  passive  and  active,  etc.  Write,  include 

photo.  Drawer  B627. 

INEXPERIENCED.  PASSIVE,  smooth- 
skinned  person  seeks  dominant  but  gentle 
male  over  30  who  can  provide  accommoda- 
tion.  Drawer  B628. 

Northern  Ontario 

THUNDER  BAY.  GAY  ATHLETIC  male- 
wishes  to  meet  same  lo  raise  awareness.  30. 
5'7".  slight  build,  health-conscious,  anti-lech- 
noloRV.  Drawer  B629. 


Saskatchewan 


masculine  friends  of  similar  age,  size  or  bigger 
with  very  hairy  body  to  share  interests  of 
varied  outdoor  activities,  classical  music  and 
gentle  sex.  Discretion  required  and  guaran- 
teed. Will  answer  all  sincere  replies  which  in- 
clude   phone    number    and    recent    photo. 

Drawer  B611. 

HAMILTON  PROFESSIONAL,  5'9",  155, 
seeks  friends  25-35.  Interests:  music,  theatre, 
film,  tennis,  squash,  skiing,  cycling,  wrestling. 
Drawer  B630.  


Toronto 


SOUTHEAST  SASK.  Goodlooking.  well- 
built.  32,  seeks  others  in  area.  For  good  times. 
and  possible  relationship.  Drawer  B626. 

Southern  Ontario 

GEORGETOWN  CiUY.  prolcssional.  mas 
culine.  hairy,  43.  6'1".  155  lbs.  greying,  seeks 


ATTRACTIVE  BLOND,  five  foot  eight,  135 
lbs,  25  years  old,  would  like  to  meet  with 
young  guys  (21-25)  for  good  times  (have  my 

own  house).  Drawer  B639. 

GWM,  29,  6',  160  lbs.  Master  seeks  jock  for 
service.  Into  denim,  heavy  French,  front  and 
back  J/O  sessions,  heavy  fantasy.  Write  to 
Box  146,  Station  L,  Toronto  M6E  4Y5  with 
details  of  your  fantasy  and  arrangements  for 

meetings. 

I'M  TOLD  I'M  GOODLOOKING,  kind,  sen- 
sitive. I'll  let  you  find  out  more.  I'm  blond,  30, 
6'2",  slender  male.  I  wish  meeting  chaps  23- 
35,  no  beards.  Looking  for  fellow  horticultur- 
alists  and  lovers  of  nature,  classical  and 
church  music,  travel,  history,  home  life,  art, 
cuisine,  liberal  Christianity.  Looking  for  rela- 
tionship, etc.  Will  answer  all  letters,  photo, 

phone  if  possible.  Drawer  B61 3. 

WASP,  6',  162,  35,  brown  eyes  and  hair,  po- 
lite, honest,  smart,  masculine,  successful, 
emotionally  stable,  physically  active,  into  clas- 
sical music,  books,  bridge,  plants,  sharing, 
caring.  Interested?  Write!  P  O  Box  395,  Sta- 

tion  K.  Toronto.  M4P  2G7. 

GWM,  VERY  HORNY,  goodlooking  and 
masculine  would  like  to  meet  other  masculine 
guys  for  good  times.  I'm  38,  5' 11",  160  lbs. 


blue  eyes,  and  have  a  nice  body  covering  of 
fine  brown  hair.  Write  Box  290,  Station  M, 
Toronto  M6S  4T3,  and  tell  me  some  of  your 

fantasies,  and  when  to  meet. 

MASCULINE  WHITE  MALE,  27,  5'8",  150 
lbs,  good  build,  interested  in  leather  (not  nec- 
essarily S&M)  and  those  who  wear  it.  Seeks 
same  who  are  in  good  shape,  with  good  ima- 
ginations. Please  write  Box  451.  Station  K, 
Toronto  M4P  2G9. 

WRITER.  28,  5'9".  140  lbs.  athletic,  intel- 
lectual, blue  eyes,  bearded.  Interested  in  close 
friendship  with  intelligent  young  man  under 
25.  Discretion  assured.  Photo  appreciated. 
John.  P  O  Box   191.  Station  P.  Toronto 

M5S  2S7. 

A  YOUNG  MAN.  23,  BLOND,  blue  eyes, 
5'8",  140  lbs,  seeks  aggressive  masculine  man 
25-35  who  is  very  well  built  and  is  into  S&M. 

Call  968-2302  anytime. 

NIAGARA  AREA  MALE.  44.  mascuHne  ap- 
pearance, average  looking,  sensitive,  seeking 
sincere  permanent  masculine  relationship.  En- 
joy home  life,  outdoors,  music,  sports,  com- 
panionship, travel.  Niagara  person  preferred, 
but  will  answer  anyone  interested  in  close 
friendship  or  correspondence.  Drawer  B63 1 . 
YOUNG  MAN.  23.  5'H".  Hke  to  meet  some 
new  friends.  I'm  Oriental,  into  travel,  theatre 
and  sports.  All  answered.  Phone  and  photo 

appreciated.  Drawer  B632. 

MALE,  MID-40S,  WISH  TO  MEET  similar 
for  lasting  friendship.  Like  art,  crafts,  plants, 
bingo,  people,  walking,  life,  fleamarkets,  sex, 
etc.  If  you  are  seriously  looking  for  a  perman- 
ent  friend  or  relationship,  write  Drawer  B633 . 
DISCIPLINARIAN  IS  ACCEPTING  appli- 
cations from  men  needing  old-fashioned  "no- 
nonsense"  strapping.  Novices  welcome. 
Phone    number    brings    immediate    reply. 


Drawer  B634. 


DOCILE  MAN.  39,  6',  needs  tall,  older,  mus- 
cular man,  preferably  with  private  dungeon, 
to  give  occasional  whippings.  Phone  number 

respectfully  requested.  Drawer  B635. 

QUIET  WM,  AVERAGE  LOOKS,  23,  5'8", 
155,  seeks  male  for  friendship  and  hopefully 
more.  I  am  honest  and  sincere.  Do  not  like  the 
bars.  No  drugs.  If  you  are  between  21-30,  let's 
give  it  a  try.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  B636. 

MASCULINE,  CAREER-MINDED  MALE, 
31,  5'8",  husky  build,  would  like  to  meet  a 
masculine  professional  guy  for  companion- 
ship, hopefully  relationship.  I  am  not  into  the 
downtown  gay  scene,  prefer  more  convention- 
al surroundings  and  friendships.  I  enjoy  gentle 
sex,  movies,  books,  travel,  music,  outdoors, 
bridge,  and  the  company  of  numerous  relaxed 

people.  Drawer  B637. 

PROFESSIONAL  MASCULINE  guy,  35,  6'. 
160  lbs,  interested  in  classical  music,  theatre, 
movies,  literature,  cuisine,  good  discussions, 
travel,  not  into  bar  scene,  wishes  to  meet  mas- 
culine discreet  guy(s),  25  to  39.  for  friendship 
and  possible  relationship.  If  you  believe 
relationships  should  be  based  not  only  on 
compatability  of  interests  but  even  more  im- 
portantly on  openness,  honesty  and  sensitivity 
to  one  another,  then  do  write  with  phone  and 

photoif  possible.  Drawer  B638. 

SIMCOE  COUNTY.  SINCERE,  honest,  mas- 
culine male,  29,  5'H",  140  lbs,  dark  hair, 
moustache.  Wish  to  spend  good  and  bad  times 
with  someone  special.  Sex  is  not  the  object. 
Enjoy  travel,  camping,  canoeing,  back- 
packing, fishing,  auctions,  fleamarkets,  renov- 
ating, more.  Also  enjoy  home  life.  Drawer 

B641. ^ 

29-YEAR-OLD  MALE,  6',  170  lbs,  trim 
build,  wishes  to  meet  guys  30  and  under.  Pre- 


Pick  upThe  Lure 


Moving  from  opulent  Hampton 
villas  to  the  bars,  discos  ond 
strobe-lit  clubs  of  Manhattan's 
lower  West  Side,  v^here  a  nev^ 
underworld  preys  upon  the  gay 
community,  THE  LURE  costs  a 
stunning  spell  of  psychosexuol 
suspense.  A  Literary  Guild  Alter- 
nate. $9.95  at  bookstores. 


deiacorte  press 

OEll  PUBLISHING     I    CO     INC 


The  new  novel  by  the  author  of  EYES 

FELICE  PICANO 


NOVEMBER  1979 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/41 


CnElROLET 


CORVETTE 
CAPRICE 
CITATION 


+ 


CUTLASS 
TORONADO 


JAYWATKIN 
SALES'SERVICE*  LEASING 


Chevrolet  Yonge  Oldsmobile 

1 360  Yonge  street 


Toronto,  Ontario  M4T 1Y3 


925-1131 


Es€iuire  Escort  Services 


501  Yonge  Street,  Suite  14 A 

Toronto 

923-3239 


Mink 

and 

Ermine 
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fer  slim,  well-built,  beardless,  non-hairy  men. 
Replies     from     non-Caucasians     welcome. 

Drawer  B643. 

YOUNG,  ATTRACTIVE,  BLACK  Canad- 
ian, 27,  masculine,  athletic,  open  and  intel- 
ligent, who  has  many  interests,  seeks  sincere, 
considerate,  stable,  masculine  males  for  reci- 
procated friendships  —  or  possibly  more  with 
the  right  person.  All  replies  answered  with  dis- 
cretion and  the  same  expected  in  return. 
Phone  number  and  photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  B644. 


THE 

rriCE 

Uii  Main  St  root 
Hinnipee 


YOUNG,  MIDDLE-AGED  MALE  profes- 
sional would  like  younger  gentleman  to  share 
theatre,  music,  dining  and  friendship.  Also 
share  modern  central  townhouse.  This  is  an 
ideal  situation  for  working  man  or  student 
who  is  sensitive  and  considerate.  Non-smoker. 

Drawer  B645. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  24,  165  lbs,  5' 10",  af- 
fectionate, easy  going,  likes  dancing,  quiet 
times.  Seeks  responsible  male,  18  to  35,  for 
friendship  and /or  possible  relationship. 
Phone  number.  Toronto  only.  Drawer  B646. 
TALL,  SLIM,  SEXY,  BLACK  guy,  28,  most- 
ly Greek  active,  interested  in  white  guys  under 
35  with  good  bodies  for  fun  and  friendship. 
Photo    appreciated    but    description    OK. 

Drawer  B647. 

MASCULINE  GUY,  26,  6'4",  190,  Univ 
degree,  disgruntled  banker,  wants  to  hear 
from  other  masc  guys.  Interests:  art,  litera- 
ture.sex.  Like  to  learn  to  ski.  Drawer  B648. 
GAY  MALE,  30,  interested  in  meeting  a  well- 
proportioned  masculine  young  male  21  to  30 
with  own  car  and  apartment  for  quiet  evenings 
together.  I'm  interested  in  an  honest  friend- 
ship and  a  possible  relationship.  Am  easy  to 
get  along  with.   Photo  and  phone  number 

receive  quick  reply.  Drawer  B65 1 . 

INTELLIGENT  MALE,  34,  wishes  corres- 
pondence and  meetings  with  obedient,  inter- 
esting males  (maybe  submissive  S&M).  Send 
photo  and  full  details.  Discretion  sought  and 
assured.  Also  keen  to  correspond  with  gentle 

TVs.  Drawer  B652. 

PROFESSIONAL  GUY,  30,  SLIM,  interest- 
ed in  cinema,  theatre,  disco,  travel  would  like 
to  meet  new  friends  aged  25-35  yrs  for  good 

times.  Drawer  B660. 

BURLINGTON,  AVERAGE  LOOKING 
GWM,  27,  6",  180  lbs,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes. 
Subdued  but  changing  guy  seeks  compatible 
male  for  friendship,  and  companionship. 
Drawer  B659. 


$5  each 
(5  for  $20) 

(OnCarlo  residents  add  7%  sales  tax) 

RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  St  E 
Toronto,  ON  MSB  1G5 

Wholesale  inquiries  invited 
(416)  366-2859 

(Line  open  24  hours) 


HOMES 


Toronto 


CABBAGETOWN  II.  Ground  floor  duplex, 
suitable  for  single,  all  services,  garage,  garden 

and  basement .  $425  /  mo .  466-9726. 

BEACHES  (below  Queen).  Duplex,  two  large 
apartments,  available  Dec  1 .  Upper  two-bed- 
room,   lower   one-bedroom.    Call   537-9181 

after  6  PM. 

DO  YOU  LIKE  ROUGH-SAWN  WOOD? 
Stained  glass?  Wood  stoves?  A  young  man 
would  like  someone  to  share  expenses  and 
good  times  in  building,  a  two  or  three  room 
summer  home,  near  Toronto.  (Possibly 
summer,  1980?)  Leased  land  is  relatively 
cheap.  Traditional  creative  person  sought. 

Drawer  B650. 

MALE  HAS  FURNISHED  3-bedroom  condo 
to  share  with  same.  Must  be  mature  and  res- 
ponsible.  Drawer  B654. 


London 


WILL  SHARE  FURNISHED  apartment  with 
male,  preferably  middle-aged,  central  London 
near  Victoria  Park.  Phone  434-7018  evenings, 
early  mornings. 


Montreal 


INTERESTED  IN  RENTING  out  a  room  in 
your  house  or  apt  to  me?  I'm  returning  to  Can- 
ada after  21/2  years  abroad  and  need  to  find  a 
place  for  the  new  year.  I'm  a  male  student,  23, 
6',  160  lbs,  slim  athletic  build,  brown  hair  and 
eyes,   a  non-tobacco  smoking  homeperson 


THE 
356A 
GYM 


356A  YONGE  ST.  TORONTO 

MEN  ONLY 

OPEN  24  HOURS 


SAUNA«SHOWERS*EXCERCiSE 

EQUIPMENT*PRIVATE 

CHANGING  ROOMS*LOCKERS« 

SNACK  BAR 


with  all  the  skills  for  doing  chores  around  the 
house.  Many  interests  from  cross-country  ski- 
ing to  mending  holes  in  my  pants  pockets.  You 
should  be  25-40,  intelligent  with  a  sense  of  hu- 
mour, looking  for  somebody  to  share  and  con- 
tribute to  your  household  —  "with  no 
strings."  We  could  correspond  in  more  detail, 
each  others'  offer,  before  my  return  in  Jan- 
uary.  Drawer  B653. 


LETTERS 


42/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


INMATE  would  like  to  correspond  with  any- 
one willing  and  understanding.  Please  address 
letters  to  Charles  Francis,  153-203,  P  O  Box 

69.  London.  Ohio.  43140.  USA. 

I  AM  29,  5'8",  136  lbs,  of  Latin  descent, 
brown  eyes,  black  hair,  very  artistic,  Spanish- 
looking.  I  am  liberal  minded,  open  and  intel 
ligent.  It  does  not  matter  what  creed,  sex  or 
colour,  I  will  answer  all  letters,  but  please  no 
phonies  as  I  am  interested  only  in  sincere 
people.    Jerry    Norris,    150-051,    Box    511, 

Columbus.  Ohio  4321 6.  USA . 

LONELY  MASCULINE  PRISONER  soon  to 
be  released  in  a  matter  of  months.  Wants  to 
hear  from  sincere,  honest  people.  Frank  E 
Specie,  147-903,  Box  69,  London,  Ohio  43 140, 

USA. 

WHITE  INMATE,  BROWN  HAIR,  hazel 
eyes,  5'9",  139  lbs,  seeking  a  lasting  relation- 
ship, will  answer  all  letters.  Write  Bobby 
Lusk,  059347,  PO  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091, 
USA. 

RON  H  HALL  —  where,  how  are  you?  Agi,  I 
I'm  in  the  Toronto  phone  book . 

NOVEMBER  197S 


CHANCY,  LATE,  September  meeting, 
Toronto.  "Anytime,"  you  said  with  your  cur- 
ly head  turned  from  me.  "Friday's  work  won't 
wait,  but  Saturday's  coming."  Your  cold  and 
the  key  I  left.  Returning  later  to  say  what  I 
hadn't  before,  I  closed  the  door  on  sleeping 
you.  I've  looked,  but  you're  no  longer  club- 
bish.  Can't  blame  you.  If  you  meant  it,  drop  a 

line.  Drawer  B655. 

ON  THANKSGIVING  WEEKEND,  Neigh- 
bours bar  is  one  place  to  discuss  visas  and  how 
they  work.  I  rushed  to  an  8:30  curtain  and  re- 
gretted it  afterwards,  not  because  Oscar  Rem- 
embered wasn't  great,  but  because  I  wished  I'd 
asked  you  too.  Could  there  be  other  times? 

Drawer  B656. 

IN  THOSE  DEAR,  DEAD  DAYS,  one  rarely 
heard  Barber's  hermit  songs  (Pangur,  White 
Pangur)  sung  in  the  library  showers.  You  went 
to  Curtis  and  God  knows  what.  Thirty  min- 
utes' talk  told  me  truths  I  rejected  then,  but  no 

longer.  Please  write.  Drawer  B6S7. 

GAR  —  IF  YOU  ARE  WONDERING  WHY. 
It's  next  issue,  that's  why.  Love  GH  of  the  pig- 

gy  snout. 

LOST.  SILVER  POCKET  WATCH.  July, 
David  Balfour  Park.  Reward.  469-4829  after  6. 


EMM 


PSYCHOTHERAPY.  Individual,  couple, 
group  therapy,  sexual  dysfunction  counsel- 
ling. Confidence  guaranteed.  Eugene  Schoen- 

tag.  (416)967-0272. 

GAY  MEN'S  PSYCHOTHERAPY  GROUP. 
Starting  Nov  19.  Call  Eugene  Schoentag  for 

information.  967-0272. 

TORONTO.  DIGNITY  for  gay  Catholics. 
Mass  for  gay  community,  Sundays  at  St  Paul's 
Catholic  Church,  corner  of  Queen  and  Power 
Streets,  4  PM.  Meetings  on  first  and  third 
Thursdays  of  each  month,  8:00  PM  in  the 
basement  of  St  Paul's  Church.  960-3997. 
APHRODITE'S  ALTERNATIVE.  Retailing 
for  transvestites.  Brochure.  Phone  (416)  466^ 
7112.  P  O  Box  873,  Station  A,  Toronto 
M5W  1G3. 


A  FULL SERVICE 

MEN'S  BATH 

OPEN  24  HRS.  A  DAY 


•LOCKERS •ROOMS 
•STUDENT  RATES 

•  DRY-WET  STEAMS 

•  DISCO  SOUND  SYSTEM 
•GIANT  TV  SCREEN 

203/\ACgregorst. 

Ph  586  7594 


PEANUTS.  Adventurous  decorating  service 
for  people  with  big  ideas  and  small  budgets. 

Call  429-3592  or  533-0326. 

STEPHEN  HUNT,  Literary  Agent  services: 
634    1/2   W  Arlington   Place,   Chicago,    IL 

60614.  USA. 

PHONE  PALS  CLUB.  Box  2392,  Escondido, 
CA,  92025,  USA.  Mention  age.  Body  Politic, 

include  S ASE  for  information . 

TIDY  TIM.  Apartments  thoroughly  cleaned,. 
Reasonable  rates.  Call  533-0326,  8-9/5-7, 
Mon-Fri.  


JOB  OFFERED.  BALTIMORE.  Lab  techni- 
cian. Animal  testing.  Degree  in  psychology 
and/or  carpentry.  Electronics  experience  de- 
sirable.  (301)455-7634.  office  hours. 


TRAVEL 


VISITING  HOLLYWOOD?  18-23?  Want 
sincere,  mascuhne  friend  for  sharing  good 
times?  Chuck  Philips,  7007  Los  Tiles  Road, 

LA.  CA 90068.  USA. 

KEY  WEST  HAD  THE  ENDLESS  summer. 
Visit  our  friendly  guesthouse.  Spacious 
rooms,  secluded  terrace  surrounding  large 
pool.  Complimentary  continental  breakfast. 
For  brochure  and  further  information  contact 
Kees  and  Terry.  The  Palms  of  Key  West  Guest- 
house, 820  White  Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040. 
(305)294-3146. 


DID  WE  MISS  YOUR  AD? 

Our  apologies.  Please  contact  us,  and  we'll 
have  it  run  next  issue. 


Uilt^*^  2481    Yonge 

1^^--  Street  (at 

r%(ll|  Castlefield) 
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(416)486-8739 

Mail  orders  are  now  being  accepted.  Add 
50C  per  magazine  for  postage  and  hand- 
hng.  Prompt  delivery  assured. 

We  buy  and  sell  pocket  books  and  old 
copxe&oi  Blueboy,  Mandate  and  In  Touch. 
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D  24  issues  $15 
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GET  IN  TOUCH 

WITH  TBP  CLASSIHEDS 

The  Body  Politic's  classified  ads  are  an  efficient  and  Inexpensive  way  to  reach 
thousands  of  gay  people  —  for  all  kinds  of  reasons.  You  can  find  a  roommate, 
offer  a  job,  send  a  message  or  meet  a  friend.  Use  your  imagination.  Don't  be  re- 
stricted by  the  categories  now  being  used  —  think  up  a  new  one. 

It's  easy  —  and  cheap.  Just  20  cents  a  word  for  personal  ads,  60  cents  for 
business.  Simply  fill  in  the  form  below,  count  the  number  of  words  and  send  it 
to  us  with  your  cheque  or  money  order  for  the  correct  amount.  Ads  received 
before  the  deadline  listed  below  will  appear  in  the  very  next  issue. 

You  can  say  just  about  anything,  but  we  ask  that  you  be  positive  about  your- 
self rather  than  negative  about  others,  if  you're  interested  in  meeting  someone 
through  an  ad.  Phrases  such  as  "nofatsorfems,"  or"no  Blacks"  can  be 
insulting,  and  that's  something  we  prefer  not  to  be. 

There  are  a  few  restrictions.  The  Criminal  Code  makes  it  illegal  to  have  sex 
with  anyone  of  the  same  sex  under  the  age  of  21 ,  to  have  sex  with  more  than 
one  person  at  a  time  regardless  of  their  ages,  or  to  solicit  for  the  purposes  of 
prostitution.  We  therefore  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  classified  ad. 
If  you  want  people  to  answer  you  directly,  put  your  address  or  phone  number  in 
your  message.  For  only  two  dollars  extra  we'll  assign  your  ad  a  drawer  number 
and  collect  replies  in  our  office  to  be  sent  to  you  once  a  week. 

If  you  want  to  answer  someone  else's  ad,  that's  easy  too.  Put  your  reply  in 
an  envelope,  seal  it  and  send  it  to  us, 
making  sure  to  mark  on  the  front  the 
drawer  number  you're  responding  to. 
It  doesn't  cost  you  anything  to  answer 
an  ad.  Your  unopened  reply  will  reach 
the  person  you're  answering  in  just  a 
few  days. 


Your 

return 

address 

Drawer_ 


The  Body  Politic 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


CONDITIONS 

All  ads  must  be  prepaid  by  money  order  or  cheque  —  do  not  send  cash  through  the  mails. 
The  body  Politic  reserves  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad .  Late  copy  will  be  held  over  tor 

the  fmiowina  issue   Dudline  for  Doc/ Jan  issue.  Wednesday,  November  21 

RATES :  ^  February  issue :  Wed  nesday ,  January  1 6 

Irxfividiiais:  20c  per  word,  minimum  $4.  Businesses:  60c  per  word,  minimum  $6. 
Forwarding  Service:  $2  per  ad  per  issue.  If  you  would  like  us  to  assign  your  ad  a  drawer 
number  and  forward  mail  to  you  once  a  weel(,  please  checl<  the  box  indicated  below. 


Name 

Address 


Postal  Code 


D Drawer  number  required  (Add  $2  per  ad  per  issue.) 

I  enclose  $ for 

Please  run  my  ad  in  the 
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.section. 


Print  your  ad  belov^ 

f  in  block  letters,  one  word  per  box 

Mailto:  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto.  ON  W5W1X9 
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CommnnityPage  I 


The  Community  Page  is  a  listing  of  gay  groups  in 
Canada  and  Quebec  which  primarily  direct  them- 
selves toward  alleviating  or  struggling  against  gay 
oppression.  It  includes:  democratically  constituted 
organizations,  cooperatively-run  clubs  and 
community  centres,  bookstores  which  sell  gay  and 
feminist  literalwe,  and  non-profil  gay  periodicals. 
Organizations  wishing  to  be  listed,  or  to  revise  in- 
formation presently  listed,  should  contact:  The 
Body  Politic  Community  Page,  Box  7289,  Station 
A.  Toronto,  0\  M5W 1X9. 


ALBERTA 


Calgary 

DDignity/Cmlgary,  Box  1492.  Stn  T,  TJH  2H7. 
Ph:  (403)  238-1031. 

DGay  Academic  Union.  Box  G-292.  Stn  G. 
T3A2G2. 

DGay  Information  and  Resources.  Old  Y  Bldg.. 
Rm  320.  223  I2AveSW.  Ph:  (403)264-3911.  In- 
formation and  counselling  Mon-Fri,  8-10  pm. 
Socials,  discussion  groups,  newspaper,  gay  rights 
action. 

DGay  Youth  Calgery.  Box  1 133,  Stn  M.  T2P  2K9. 
MeetsThurs.  8  pm.  Rm3l9.  223  12AveSW. 

DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  6945,  Stn 
D.  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)252-8727.  Services  Sundays 
1 1 :30  am  ai  Back  Lot  Theatre. 


Gay  Calgary 

312, 233-12  Ave  S.W. 
Calgary,  AB  T2R  OG9 


DParents  of  Gays  and  Lesbians,  c/o  MCC  Calgary. 
Box  6945.  Stn  D.  T2P  2G2.  Ph:  (403)  252-8727. 

Edmonton 

DClub  70.  10242-106  St,  T5J  1H7.  Ph: 

(403)423-5051. 
DDignily/Edmonton.  Box  53,  T5J  2G9. 
CEdmonlon  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Organization 

(ELGRO)Box  837,  Substation  1 1 ,  University  of 

Alberta.  T6G  2E0. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  EquaUly  (GATE),  Box  1852, 

T5J  2P2.  Office:  10144-101  St.  Ph:  (403)424-8361. 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1312. 

T5J  2M8.  Ph:  (403)482-4213. 

Red  Deer 

DGay  Association  of  Red  Deer  (GARD).  Box  356, 
T4N  5E9. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Nelson 

DTbe  gay  group  here  can  be  contacted  by  writing: 
Woodland.  Box  326.  Nelson.  V I L  5R2. 

Prince  George 

DThe  gay  group  in  this  city  can  be  contaaed 
through  the  Crisis  Centre.  Ph:  (604)  563-1214. 

Vancouver 

DComing  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Co- 
operative Radio,  337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4. 
DDignily/Vancouver,  Box  1036, V6B  3X5. 
DGay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  (GATE),  Box  1463. 

Sin  A,  V6C  2P7.  Ph:  (604)  683-3832.  Office:  Suite 

102-1 19  West  Pender  St. 
DGay  People  of  Simon  Frawr,  c/o  Student  Society. 

Simon  Fraser  Univ.  Burnaby.  Ph:  (604)291-3181 

or  291-3111. 
DGay  People  of  UBC.  Box  9,  Student  Union  Bldg. 

University  of  British  Columbia.  V6T  I W5.  Ph: 

(604)228-6781. 
DTbe  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  St, 

V6B  2J4.  102.7  MHz  FM.Thurs  at  7:30  pm. 
DRighU  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee.  British 

Columbia  Federation  of  Women.  1730  Stephens 

St.  V6K  3V5. 
DSEARCH  Community  Services.  28-448  Seymour 

St.  V6B3HI.  Ph:  (604)689-1039. 
DSEARCH  Youth  Group,  c/o  SEARCH.  28-448 

Seymour  St.  V8W  2Y2. 
DSocicly  for  Education.  Action.  Rcacarch  and 

Counselling  In  Homosexuality  (SEARCH). 

Box  48903,  Bentall  Centre,  V7X  1A8. 
OSocicty  for  Political  Action  for  Gay  People 

(SPAG),  Box  2631.  Main  PC.  V6B  3W8,  Ph;  (604) 

876-2674. 


Victoria 

DFeminist  Lesbian  Action  Group  (FLAG),  Box 

237.  Stn  E,  V8W  2M6. 
DGay  Information  Line,  Ph:  (604)  386-6323.  24  hrs 

a  day. 
DGay  Men's  Discussion  Group,  meets  every  second 

Wed.  Call  Gay  Information  Line  for  time  and 

place. 
D  University  of  Victoria  Gay  Focus,  Student  Union 

Bldg.  U  of  Victoria,  Box  1700.  V8W2Y2. 
DWAVES.  Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee.  Box 

237.  Stn  E.  V8W  2M6. 


MANITOBA 


Brandon 

DGay  Friends  of  Brandon,  Box  492.  R7A  5Z4. 

Winnipeg 

DCouncil  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box 

1912,  R3C3R2. 
DDignily /Winnipeg,  Box  1912.  R3C3R2. 
DGays  for  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU.  University  of 

Manitoba.  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
DManitoba  Physicians  for  Homosexual  Under- 
standing. Box  27.  UMSU.  University  of  Manitoba 

R3T2N2. 
DProject  Lambda,  Inc.  gay  community  services. 

Box  3911,  Stn  B.  R2W  5H9. 
DWinnipeg  Gay  Community  Centre  Project,  Box 

3911.  Stn  B.R2W5H9. 
DWinnipeg  Gay  Youth.  Box  27.  UMSU.  University 

of  Manitoba.  R3T  2N2.  Ph:  (204)  269-8678. 
DWinnipeg  L«sbian  Society.  730  Alexander  St. 

Ph:  (204)  786-4581. 

Corner  Brook 

DCommunity  Homophile  Association  of  New- 

foundland(CHAN).  Box  905.  A2H  6J2. 
DGay  Organization  of  Women  of  Newfoundland 

(GOWN),  may  be  contacted  at  the  address  for 
CHAN  given  above. 

St.  John's 

DCommunity  Homophile  Association  of  New- 
foundland (CHAN).  Box  613,  Stn  C.  AlC  5K8. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


Halifax 

DThe  Alternate  Bookshop,  1585  Barrington  St, 

Suite  301,  B3J  1Z8. 
D  Atlantic  Provinces  Political  Lesbians  for  Example 

(APPLE).  Box  361 1.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn. 

B3J  3K6. 
DGay  Alliance  for  Equality(GAE),  Box  361 1, 

Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6.  Ph:  (902) 

429-4294.  Gay  helpline  (information,  referrals 

and  counselling)  (902)  429-6969,  Thurs.  Fri  and 

Sat,  7- 10pm. 
DGays  and  Lesbians  at  Dalhousie(GLAD),  c/o 

SUB  (Student  Union  Building),  Dalhousie 

University. 
DSparrow,  gay  Christians  of  Halifax,  meet  every 

Sunday  at  7:30  pm  at  The  Turret  Community 

Centre.  1588  Barrington  St,  3rd  floor,  c/o  Box 

361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6. 
DThe  Sisters'  Lightship,  Box  361 1,  Halifax  South 

Postal  Stn,  Halifax,  B  3J  3K6. 
DThe  Turret  Gay  Community  Centre,  1588 

Barrington  St.  Ph:  (902)  423-6814. 


Wolfville 

DGays,  Box  1297,  BOP  1X0. 


ONTARIO 


Chatham 

Dchatham  Gay  Unity,  345  1  /  2  St  Clair  St,  N7L  3  J8. 
Ph:  (519)  354-8978. 

Collingwood 

DGay  Information  Centre.  Box  310.  Ph:  (70S) 
445-8506. 

Guelph 

DGuelph  Gay  Equality .  Box  773 .  N 1 H 6L8.  Gayline: 

(519)836-4550 
DGuelph  Gay  Youth  Group.  Info:  (519)  836-4550. 

Mon,  Wed  &  Thurs,  8-10  pm. 

Hamilton 

DMcMasler  Homophile  Association.  Box  102. 
McMaster  University,  L8S  ICO.  Meets  in  6th 
floor  lounge,  Togo  Salmon  Hall.  McMaster 
University,  Wed  at  7:30pm.  Gayline:  (416) 
527-0336. 

DGay  Women  of  Hamilton  may  be  contacted  at  the 
address  given  above  for  the  McMaster  Homo- 
phile Association. 


Kingston 

DQueen's  Women'sCentre.  51  Queen's  Crescent. 

Queen'sUniversity.K7L2S7.Ph:  (613)542-5226. 
DQueen's  Homophile  Association.  Student  Affairs 

Centre.  51  Queen's  Crescent.  Queen's  University, 

K7L2S7.Ph:  (613)547-2836. 

Kitchener  /  Waterloo 

DFoundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 

Transsexuals  (FACT).  Box  1 497.  Stn  C.  Kitchener 

N2T4P2. 
DGay  AA.Ph:  (519)  742-6183. 
DGay  News  and  Views,  radio  program.  Tues  and 

Wed.6:15pm.CKMS-FM.94.5MH2. 105.7 

MHz  cable. 
DGay  Rights  Organization  of  Waterioo.  Box  2632. 

Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N2. 
DG.R.O.W..  Box  2782.  Stn  B.  Kitchener 

N2H6N3. 
D  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  CoUeclive.  Box 

2741 .  Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 
D  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Youth.  Box  753.  Stn  C, 

Kitchener  N2G4C5. 


Out 


Box  2741 ,  Station  B 
Kitchener,  ON.  K2H  6N3 


D Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  program.  Thurs.  6  to 
8pm.  CKMS-FM.  94.5  MHz,  105.7MHz  cable. 

DLesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener  (LOOK) .  Box 
253 1 ,  Stn  B.  Kitchener  N2H  6N3. 

D  Waterioo  Universities'  Gay  Liberation  Move- 
ment. Federation  of  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1 .  Ph:  (519)  885-121 1 , 
ext.2372. 

London 

DGayline.  Ph:  (519)679-6423.  Info24hrs/day. 

Peer  counselling  Mon.  Wed.  Fri,  Sat.  7-1 1  pm. 
DHomophile  Association  of  London,  Ontario 

(HALO).  649Colborne St,  N6A  3Z2.  Ph:  (519) 

433-3762. 
DWestemGayAssociation,  c/o  University 

Community  Centre,  University  of  Western 

Ontario,  Ph:  (5 1 9)679-6423 . 

M  ississauga  /  Brampton 

DGEM,  Box 62,  Brampton,  L6V2K7. 
DGayline  West,  (416)  274-5068.  Peer  counselling 
telephone  service. 

Niagara  Region 

DGayline.  Ph:  (416)354-3173. 
DGay  Unity  Niagara,  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls 
L2E6V5. 

Ottawa 

DDignity,  Box  2102,  Stn  D,  Kl P  5W3. 
DEtudiants  gais  d'Ottawa  /  Ottawa  Gay  Students. 

CP3099.SuccD.  LlP6H7.Ph:(613)236-577l. 
DGaysofOttawa/Gaisdel'Outaouais,  Box  2919, 

Stn  D.  KIP  5W9. 288  I  /2  Bank  St.  Gayline:  (613) 

238-1717.  Office:  (613)233-0152. 
DGay  Youth  Ottawa  /Hull  /  Jeuness  Gai(e) 

d'Ottawa  /Hull  may  be  contacted  at  the  same 

address  and  phone  number  as  Gays  of  Ottawa. 

Meetings/drop-in.  Wed.  8  pm.  288  1  /2Bank  St. 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  868.  Stn  B. 

KlP5Tl.Ph:(613)741-0783. 

Peterborough 

DTrent  Homophile  Association .  Box  1 524.  K9 J 
7H7. 262  RubidgeSt.  Rm203.  Ph:  (705)742-6229. 
Wed.  7:30-9:30  pm.  Thurs,  7:30-9:30  pm. 

Thunder  Bay 

DNorthem  Women'sCentre.  316  Bay  St.  P7B1SI. 

Ph:  (807)345-7802. 

Toronto 

DAssociation  of  Gay  Social  ScrvicesWorhers.  Box 

182.StnO.M4A2N3. 
DCatalyst  Press.  3 1 5  Blantyre  Ave.  Scarborough. 

MIN2S6. 
DChalswortb  Charitable  Foundation .  29  Granby  St . 

M5B1H8. 
DCommunity  Homophile  Association  of  Toronto 

(CHAT).  29  Granby  St.  M5B  1H8. 
DCongrcgatlon  B'Nai  Kehillah  of  Toronto  for  Gay 

Jews,  c/o  Blanfcstein  Design  Inc. .  200 Adelaide  St. 

West.  M5H  I W7.  Ph:  (416)977-0052, 9am-5pm. 
DDignity  forGay  and  Lesbian  Catholics,  Box  249, 

Stn E.  M6H4E2.  Ph:  (416)960-3997. 


D  Friends  and  Families  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

(FFLAG).29GranbySt.M5BlH8.Ph:(416) 

977-1605. 
DGay  Academic  Union,  c/o  Clarence  Barnes,  Dept. 

ofChemical  Engineering.  Universityof  Toronto, 

M5S1A4. 
DGay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  answering  service. 

Ph:  (416)964-3962. 
DGay  Alliance  at  York ,  c  /  o  Harbinger.  Rm  2 14, 

Vanier  Residence.  York  University.  4700 Keele St. 

Downsview.  M3J  1P3.  Meetings  Tues.  8  pm.  Ph: 

(416)667-3632.667-3509. 
DGay  Anarchists,  c  /  o  Ian  Young,  3 1 5  Blantyre  Ave. 

Scarborough,  M1N2S6. 
DGay  Community  Calendar:  (416)923-GAYS.  24 

hour  recorded  message. 
DGay  Community  Services  Centre,  29Granby  St, 

MSB  1H8.  Distress  and  counselling  line:  (416) 

364-9835 .  Drop-in  Mon-Thurs.  7- 1 0:30  pm;  Fri  & 

Satto  11:30  pm. 
DGay  Fathersof  Toronto.  C/6MCC.29 Granby  St. 

MSB  IH8.  Ph:  (416)364-9799.  Offers  support. 

advice,  and  dinner  twice  a  month . 
iDGay  Liberation  Union  (GLU).  Box  793,  Stn  Q, 

M4T2N7. 
DGay  Youth  Toronto.  29  Granby  St.  Suite  301 . 

MSB  lH8.Ph:  (416)366-5664.  Meetingsat  the  519 

Church  St.  Community  Centre.  Tues.  7:30  pm. 
DGays  at  U  of  T.c/oSAC  Office.  12Hart  House 

Circle.  University  of  Toronto.  MSS 1  Al .  Meets 

Fri,  7:30  pm.  33  St  George  St. 
DGIad  Day  Bookstore.  4  Collier  St  at  Yonge. 

M4W  1L7.  Ph:  (416)961-4161. 
DHarbingerGay  Men's  Drop-in.  Tues  2-5  pm.  Rm 

216,  Vanier  Residence,  York  University.  Ph:  (416) 

667-3632,667-3509. 
DHassle-Free  Clinic.  2  Homewood  Ave,  Suite  101 

M4Y  2J9.  Ph:  (416)922-3323.  VD  testing  and  info. 
Dintegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box 

873,  StnF.  M4Y  2N9.  Ph:  (416)921-4778. 
DLesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E. 

M6H4E1 .  Ph:  (416)465-6822. 
D  Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT).  342 

JarvisSt.  M4Y2G6.  Ph:  (416)960-3249. 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  offices  29 

Granby  St ,  MSB  1 H8.  services  at  1 75  St  Clair  Ave 

West.  Sup[>er  Sundays  at  6  pm,  Sinspiration  at 

7: 10pm,  Worship  at  7:30  pm.Ph:  (416)364-9799. 
DParents  of  Gays,  c/o  29  Granby  St.  MSB  1H8. 

Ph:  (416)  484-4634. 
DPink  Triangle  Press.  Box  639,  Stn  ArMSW  1G2. 

Ph:  (416)863-6320. 
DRight  to  Privacy  Committee  (defence  committee 

for  The  Barracks  accused),  meets  2nd  Mon,  each 

monlh,8pm,S19ChurchSt.Mail:29GranbySt, 

MSB  1 H8.  Donations:  Make  payable  to  Ross  Irwin 

in  Trust.  Mail  to  Symes  &  Irwin.  Barristers  &  Sol- 
icitors. 31  Prince  Arthur  Ave.  MSR  IB2. 
DTAG.  P  O  Box  6706.  Station  A.  M5W  1X5.  Ph: 

(416)964-66(X).  Peer  counselling  service. 
DTorontoGayPressClub,  c/o  Metropolitan  Com- 
munity Church.  29  Granby  St.  MSB  1H8. 
DToronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  HarbordSt. 

MSS  IGS.Ph:  (416)922-8744. 
DTransvestitesin  Toronto.  P  O  Box 873,  Station  A, 

MSW  1G3. 
DTri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation ,  8  Irwin  Ave, 

M4Y  lK9.Ph:  (416)924-2525. 
D  Wages  Due  Lesbians,  P  O  Box  38,  Station  E, 

M6G  4EI.Ph: (416)465-6822. 
D  Women's  Archives,  P  O  Box  928,  Station  Q, 

M4T2P1. 
D  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf,  c/o  MCC, 

29GranbySt.M5B  1H8. 

Windsor 

D  Windsor  Gay  Unity.  P  O  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Pos- 
tal Stn.  N9C  3Y6.  Gayline:  (519)252-0979.  Gayline 
is  answered  by  a  woman  Tuesdays.  7  to  10  pm. 


QUEBEC 


Hull 

D  Association  Gaie  de  I'Ouest  Quibteois  ( AGOQ) . 

CP121S.SuccB.J8X  3X7.  Ph:  (819)778-1737. 

Montreal 

D  Androgyny  Bookstore.  1 217  rue  Crescent, 

H3G  2BI.Ph:(SI4)866-2131. 
D  Association  CommunautaireHomoscxuellede 

I'Universit^de  Montreal.  3200.  Jean-Brillant.  Lo- 
cal 1 265-6.  Pav  des  Sciences  Sociales.  University  de 

Montreal.  H3T  1N8. 
DAssociation  pour  Ics  droits  de  la  communautt  gale 

du  Quebec, (ADGQ).  CP  36,  Succ C.  H2L  4J7. 

1264StTimoth4e.  Ph:  (514)843-8671. 
DCentrellc,  5149,avedu  Pare,  H2V  4G3.  Ph:  (514) 

271-6863. 
DComil^  desoulicnaux  accuse  duTruxx,  c/o  1217 

rue  Crescent.  H3G  2B1. 
DCoopFemmes.  3617  Boulevard  St  Laurent. 

H2X  2V5.Ph:  (514)843-8998. 
D  Digaily/Montrcal.  Newman  Centre.  3484  rue  Peel. 

Ph:  (514)392-6741. 
D  Egliac  Communautairt  de  Montrtel,  Montreal 

Community  Church,  CP  610,  Succ  NDG, 

H4A  3R 1 .  Ph :  (5 1 4)845-447 1 . 
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DEglise  du  Disciple  Bien-Aimi,  4376  De  La  Roche. 

Ph:  (514)279-5381. 
D  FMiration  canadienne  des  transsexuels,  1 6  rue 

Viau,  Vaudreuil.  J7V  1A7. 
DFraternil^Halle,  5340,  Boul  St-Laurent, 

H2T  ISl.Ph: (514)271-0661. 
DGay  Friends  of  Concordia,  c/oDSA,  1455  ouest 

Boul  de  Maisonneuve.  Ph :  (5 1 4)937-0200. 
DGay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  ainic/CIin- 

ique des  Jeunes de  Montrtal,  3658  rue Sainte-Fam- 

ille,  H2X  2L5.  Ph:  (514)843-7885, 843-5255.  Men. 

Wed  &  Fri  evenings. 
DGay  Info,  CP610,SuccNDG,H4A3Rl.Ph:  (514) 

486-4404,  Thurs  and  Fri,  7- 1 1  pm . 
DGayllne:  (514)931-8668  or  931-5330.Scvendaysa 

week,  7-11  pm. 
DGay  McGill,  University  Centre,  3480  rue  McTay- 

ish,H3A  1X9. 
DGay  Social  Services  Project ,  5  rue  Weredale  Park , 

H3Z  lY5.Ph:  (514)937-9581. 
DGay  Women  of  McGill,  UniversityCentre,  3480, 

rueMcTavish,H3A  1X9,  Rm  425-6.  Ph:Gayline 

or (5 14)866-2131. 
DGay  YouthGroup, open  togaymales  14-22, 

meets  Saturdays  2-4  pm ,  call  Gay  line  for  info . 
D  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  Friends,  c/  o  305 

avenue  WiUibrord,  Verdun.  H4G  2T7.  Ph:  (514) 

766-9623. 
DNACHES:  Gay  Jewish  Discussion  Group.  CP  298, 

SuccH,H3G  2K8.Ph:  (514)488-0849. 
DPartntsofGays,c/oCP610,SuccNDG, 

H4A  3Rl.Ph:  (514)486-4404. 
DProductions88, 1406  rue  de  la  Visitation  No  3, 

H2L  3B8. 
DTransvesUtes  A  Montrtel,  social  support  for  trans- 

vesutes,  CP  153,  Succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V5.  Ph: 

(514)486-4404  (Thurs  and  Fri  only). 
D  Women's  Homophile  Association  of  Monlrtel, 

c/o  Susan  Shea,  1967  rue  Erie,  H2K  2M5. 
D  Women's  Information  and  Referral  Centre, 

3585  rue  St  Urbain,  H2X  2N6.  Open  Mon-Fri,  9 

am-5  pm;  Tues,  5  pm-9 pm.  Ph:  (5 14)842-478 1 . 

Quebec 

DCenIre  Homophile  d'Aide  et  de  Liberation 

(CHAD, CP 596,  Haute-ville,GlR  4R8.  175 rue 
Prince-Edouard.  Ph:  (418)525-4997. 

DGfoupe  gaidel'Universiti  Laval,  CP  2500,  Pav- 
ilion Lemieux.  Cili  Universitaire, GIK  7P4.  Ph: 
(418)656-5800. 

D  Paroissc  Saint-Robert  (Eglise  catholique  euchar- 
istique),  3 10,  rue  de  la  Couronne,  G 1 K  6E4. 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Carrot  River 

DCarrot  River  Gays,  c/o  18-303  Queen  St,  Saska- 
toon, S7K  OMl.ForMelfort-Tisdalearea. 

Kindersley 

D  West  Central  Gays  (Kindersley-Eston-Rosetown), 
c  /  o  Drawer  1 ,  P  O  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 

Moose  Jaw 

D  Moose  Jaw  Gay  Community  Centre,  c  /  o  P  O  Box 
1778,  S6H  7K8. 

Prince  Albert 

D  Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Ccntfc,  P  O  Box 
1893,S6V6J9. 

Regina 

DAtropos  Fellowship  Society /Odyssey  Oub, 

2242  Smith  St. 
DGay  Regina,  political  action  group,  c/o  2242 
Smith  St.  Regina.  Ph:  (306)  525-8915. 

Saskatoon 

DGay  Academic  Union.  P  O  Box  419,  Sub-P06, 

S7N  OWO. 
DGayCommunilyCentre,POBox  1662,  S7K  3R8. 

245-3rd  Ave  South.  Ph:  (306)652-0972, 


PROVINCIAL 


Gay  Saskatchewan 

Box  7508.  Saskatoon.  SK 


UGrapevlne .aKroupofChrislian  and  Jewish  gays. 

Ph:(  306)  .143- 5963. 
DLcsbianCaucui,  Saskatoon  Women's  I Jbc ration. 

PO  Box  4021.  S7K  3TI. 
DStubble  Jumper  Press.  21  303  Queen  St.  S7K  OM I . 
DSubcommlltee on (;iy  Righli.  c /o Saskatchewan 

Association  on  Human  Rights,  3ll-20thSl  W. 

S7M0X1. 


D  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association 
( ALGRA) ,  P  O  Box  1 852,  Edmonton,  AB 
T5J  2P2. 

D  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO) ,  P  O 
Box 822,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  IG3.  Ph:  (416) 
977-1605. 

DManitoba  Gay  Coalition,  PO  Box  27,  UMSU,  Uni- 
versity of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB,  R3T  2N2. 

D  Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus,  PO  Box  543,  Sta- 
tion F, Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L8.  Ph:  (416)654-1 183. 

D Saskatchewan  Gay  Coalition,  P  O  Box  7508,  Sas- 
katoon, SK. 


NATIQNAL/BINATIGNAL 

a  Alberta  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/CCDLG .  P  O 

Box  1852,  Edmonton,  ABT5 J  2P2. 
D  Binational  Gay  Youth  Coalition,  Canadian  head 

office:  29Granby  St,  Suite  301 ,  Toronto,  ON 

M5B  lH8.Ph: (416) 366-5664. 
D  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  P  O  Box  639,  Station  A, 

Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2. 
DCanadian  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Coalition/ 

Coalition  canadienne  pour  les  droits  des  lesbiennes 

el  des  gals  (CLGRC/CCDLG),  CP2919,  Succ  D, 

Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9.  Ph:  (613)233-0152. 


D Coalition  binationale  pour  la  jeunesse  gaie , 

Siige social quib^cois:  CP  753,  Succ H,  Montreal, 
PQH3G2M7. 

G  Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien ,  P  O  Box  608, 
Station  K,  Toronto,  ON  M4P  2H 1 . 

D  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 
Transsexuals  (FACT) ,  P  O  Box  1 3 1 5,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G7. 

D  Grass  Roots  Organizing  Workshop/Atelier  de 
I'organisation  i  la  base.  P  O  Box  3099.  Stn  D, 
Ottawa, ONKIN  6H7. 

DInterest  Group  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  In  Psy- 
chology, c/o  Canadian  Psychological  Association, 
Suite 602, 350 rue  Sparks  Street,  Ottawa,  ON. 

D  International  Gay  Association ,  Secretariat:  c  /  o 
CHLR,POBox931.DubHn  4,  Ireland. 

DThe  John  Damien  Foundation,  P  O  Box  983, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2K4. 

D  Libertarian  Committee  on  Gay  Rights,  an  arm  of 
Libertarian  Party  of  Canada,  P  O  Box  1 90,  Adel- 
aide Stn,  Toronto,  ON  M5C  2J1. 

D  New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  P  O  Box  792, 
Station  F,  Toronto.  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

DOIder  Lesbians  and  Gays,  P  O  Box  6248,  Sution  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1P6. 

D  Prairie  Regional  Office,  CLGRC/CCDLG ,  P  O 
Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of  Manitoba,  Winni- 
peg, MB  R3T  2N2. 

D  Regroupement  national  des  lesbiennes  et  gais  du 
Quebec,  CP  1 104,  succ  Placed' Armes,  Montreal, 
PQH2Y3J6. 


PUBLICATIONS 


D  After  Stonewall,  P  O  Box  7763,  Saskatoon,  SK 
uThe  Body  PoUtic,  P  O  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 

ONM5W  1X9. 
nsoonies,  A  Voice  for  Rural  Gays,  RR  1,  Paradise, 

NSBOS  IRO. 
DGay  Calgary,  3 19, 223- 12  Ave  SW,  Calgary ,  AB 

T2R  0G9. 
DGay  Saskatchewan,  PO  Box  7508,  Saskatoon. 
D  U  Berdache.  CP  36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  PQ 

H2L  4J7. 
D  Lesbians/Lesbiennes,  P  O  Box  253 1 ,  Sution  B, 

Kitchener,  ON 
DMetro  Community  News,  29  Granby  St,  Toronto, 

ON  MSB  IH8. 
DOUT,  P  O  Box  2741 ,  Station  B,  Kitchener,  ON 

K2H  6N3. 
DOut  and  About,  PO  Box  27,  UMSU,  University  of 

Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  MB  R3T  2N2. 


Providing  a  ciiance  to  taiic 


TAG  is  "it"  for  more  than  3,000  people  a  year 


"Toronto  Area  Gays.  May  I  help  you?" 

"Are  you  gay?" 

"Yes." 

"Can  I  talk  to  you?" 

That,  or  some  variation  on  it,  hap- 
pens 3 ,000  times  a  year  over  the  phone 
line  of  Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG),  a 
peer  counselhng  service  which  currently 
has  about  twenty  active  members. 

Harvey  Hamburg,  who  helped  in  the 
founding  four  years  ago,  saw  TAG '  'as 
being  in  the  business  of  providing  peer 
level  services  to  gay  people,  and  the 
phone  Une  was  a  conclusion  we  came  to 
£is  to  what  sort  of  service  was  most 
needed. ' '  Peer  counselling  on  the  phone 
is  the  primary  function  of  TAG,  which  is 
provided  by  members  of  the  collective, 
Monday  through  Thursday  from 
7:00  PM  and  occasionally  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

Harvey  notes  that '  'although  many  of 
the  calls  can  be  tough  to  deal  with,  one  of 
the  things  I  find  most  interesting  about 
being  on  the  phones,  and  probably  most 
rewarding  as  well,  is  that  I  often  find  my- 
self in  a  very  intimate  conversation  with 


the  caller.  This  is  presumably  because  of 
the  anonymity  that's  present.  I  think 
generally  people  find  an  intimate  inter- 
action to  be  helpful  and  healthy,  and  I 
certainly  enjoy  the  experience  of  having 
an  intimate  interchange  with  someone. 
It's  nice  to  know  that  as  soon  as  you  say 
that  I'm  ready  to  help,  if  I  can,  that  there 
is  somebody  there  who  is  asking  for 
help." 

Men  and  women,  boys  and  girls  of  all 
ages  dial  the  TAG  number.  Some  are 
seeking  information,  such  as  the  address 
of  a  gay  bar,  the  name  of  a  doctor  who  is 
gay-positive,  orthe  phone  number  of  the 
Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto. 
Others  are  looking  for  support  and 
encouragement  as  they  struggle  to 
accept  their  sexual  orientation.  And  for 
some,  who  feel  isolated,  it  is  just  a 
chance  to  talk  with  another  gay  person. 

TAG  also  provides  two  other  services 
to  the  gay  community.  One  is  a  support 
group  for  people  who  are  just  coming 
out,  which  meets  once  a  week.  Partici- 
pants usually  attend  for  six  to  eight 
weeks  in  succession;  by  that  time  they 


"A  very  intimata  conversation":  TAG  member  Devon  Stutt  takes  a  call  on  964-6600. 


come  to  realize  that  coming  out  is  not  as 
difficult  as  they  originally  imagined. 
They  begin  to  feel  good  about  them- 
selves. The  other  service  consists  of 
relaxed  informal  sessions  centering  on 
topics  of  interest  to  the  gay  community . 
Discussions  over  coffee  may  deal  with 
coming  out,  may  concern  a  specific  topic 
like  police  harassment ,  or  may  serve  as 
an  encounter  group  where  people  can  ex- 
plore their  feelings  about  themselves . 
These  discussions  are  open  to  everyone, 
and  are  held  on  the  last  Friday  of  every 
month,  beginning  at  8:00  PM  at  the  5 1 9 
Church  Street  Community  Centre. 

TAG  is  currently  looking  for  new 
members,  who  are  comfortably  gay,  to 
volunteer  their  time,  energy  and 
support.  Previous  experience  is  not  nec- 
essary. As  Harvey  explains,  even 
"people  in  bars  end  up  doing  a  lot  of 
peer  counselling  to  people  who  are  just 
coming  out.  It  is  not  a  question  of  pro- 
fessional training,  it's  just  having 'been 
there.'" 

There  are  plenty  of  people  around 
who  easily  have  what  it  takes  to  do  a 
good  job  on  the  telephone,  says  Harvey. 
"Many  of  those  people  hang  back  from 
offering  their  help  because  somehow 
they  feel  that  the  job  is  already  being 
done.  They  know  that  we  exist  and  that 
other  services  exist,  and  so  they  figure 
that  there  is  no  need  for  them  to  get  in- 
volved in  peer  counselling. 

"I  think  it  is  important  to  note  that  we 
run  a  service  for  only  1 8  hours  a  week 
and  that  the  service  couldn't  be  any 
busier,  and  that  volume  of  service  is  the 
result  of  a  two- line  ad,  once  a  week  in  the 
personal  column  of  two  Toronto  news- 
papers. I  think  the  value  of  peer  counsel- 
ling should  be  made  available  to  many 
more  people.  If  there  were  the  people  to 
answer  the  telephones,  we  might  sec 
huge  billboards  throughtout  the  city 
which  said,  TO  TALK  TO  SOMEONE 
GAY  ABOUT  BEING  GAY.  CALL  US! 

"Being  hidden  where  we  are  in  the 
personals  in  the  newspapers  is  sufficient, 
given  our  resources,  but  it  is  hopelessly 
inadequate  given  the  need . ' ' 

Bruce  Glawson 

ThisLs  the  lirsi  in  a  scries  ol  articles  on  gay 
organizations  in  Canada  which  TSPplans  to 
run  on  its  Community  Page  over  the  coming 
months. 

Gay  groups  arc  encouraged  to  submit 
brief  pieces,  similar  to  this  one,  for  publica- 
tion here.  Maximum  length  is  800  words,  and 
plca>.c  —  '.rnil  punircs.  too 
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TheBackBage 


by  Michael  Lynch 


A  tale  of  two  dances 


Dominating  acres  of  the  summer-of-79 
landscape,  for  me,  was  discoland:  the 
thumpthumpthump,  strobelight,  sweaty 
chests,  and  fingersnaps  of  Stages, 
Charley's,  or  wherever  two  or  more 
gather  together  in  the  name  of  Donna 
Summer. 

Tonight,  with  the  first  frost  of  the 
Ontario  fall  about  to  nip  closed  the  dah- 
lias, and  with  the  gradeschool  habit  of  a 
summer  retrospect,  I  survey  the  spent 
territory.  Two  variants  loom  above  the 
ordinary:  a  private  party  on  Friday, 
August  24,  at  Fire  Island  Pines,  New 
York.  And  a  public  dance  on  Saturday, 
September  22,  at  Toronto's 
Harbourfront. 

"You've  got  to  come  down  by 
Friday,"  said  my  friend  over  the  long 
distance  telephone.  "It's  the  party  of  the 
season  at  The  Pines." 

"Aren't  they  all?"  said  I. 

"Only  this  one,"  he  replied,  "it's 
been  a  cold  dull  summer."  Two  days 
later,  I  enplaned. 

Perhaps  fifty  men  dined  on  a  10  PM 
buffet,  and  by  the  time  the  other  150  or 
so  of  us  arrived  they  had  moved  from 
the  sunken  terrace  behind  the  house  to 
the  tri-lcvel  terrace  at  the  front,  the  one 
that  descended  from  the  colonnaded 
facade  to  the  swimming  pool  before 
opening  onto  the  beach  and  the  (that 
night)  pacific  Atlantic. 

Crossing  American  customs  had  been 
sticky.  "What  was  your  draft 
classification  when  you  came  to 
Canada,"  Officer  Cerberus  mumbled. 
"It's  been  so  long  I  don't  remember," 
said  I,  "4-E?  4-H?  something  Uke 
that?"  "What  did  it  mean?"  said  he. 
Should  I  tell  him  it  meant  I  was  a  queer? 
Pause. 

"Medical  deferment,"  said  I. 

Long  pause. 

"Go  jihead  through,"  he  nodded. 

That  was  easy,  compared  to  getting 
into  the  party.  Pines  parties  are 
crashable  as  a  rule,  but  need  exceptions 
like  this  to  prove  it.  Here  at  the  gate- 
house you  needed  a  stamped  visa  auto- 
graphed by  the  host.  Many  who  came 
were  debarred. 

What  male  privilege  doesn't  buy, 
money  does.  Liquor  poured  freely  at  an 
open  bar.  Real  wateriilies  backstroked  in 
the  pool.  A  sound  system  better  than  at 
most  commercial  discos  was  caressed 
into  decibels  by  a  famous  discaire,  from 
his  specially  built  booth.  A  complete 
light  show  barely  separated  us  from  the 
stars.  I  could  look  up,  through  the 
flashing  ambers,  and  see  the  Pleiades. 
As  my  high  came  on  my  sweat  never 
warmed;  fresh  August  ocean  breeze 
passed  in  and  around  the  dancers. 

The  house,  owned  and  designed  by  a 
resident  of  among  other  places 
Toronto,  was  the  evening's  star. 
Featured  in  the  current  Architectural 
Digest,  its  bleached  cedar  colonnade 
supported  a  two-story  up  roof,  with 
rooms  gla.ss- walled,  decorated  with 
natural  fibres  and,  mostly,  white.  Stark, 
bcachy,  rich.  The  owner  hosted,  and  the 
guest  of  honour  was  a  power  at  Casa- 
blanca Records,  whose  stable  would 
provide  the  later  entertainment. 

Guests  were  friendly,  dancing  easy, 
everyone's  high  coordinated.  A  black- 
suited  woman  from  Interview  photo- 


graphed by  the  pool,  not  mentioning  that 
the  August  Interview  already  had  a 
photospread  on  the  party-of-the-season 
at  The  Pines,  from  the  previous  month. 
You've  never  discoed,  I  convinced  my- 
self, until  you've  discoed  under  the 
stars. 

The  evening  climaxed  with  the  live,  or 
rather  half-live  music.  First  a  novice, 
then  a  more  established  singer,  and  then 
"Ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  moment 
you've  been  waiting  for.  Miss  Pattie 
Brooks!" 

Miss  Pattie  Brooks  swept  out  in  a 
dress  I  won't  describe  but  in  shoes  I  will: 
glittering  spiked  heels  that,  if  with  one 
misstep  while  dancing  to  her  singing  she 
missed  the  deck  boards  and  sank  into  the 
one-inch  spaces  in  between,  would  have 
broken  both  of  her  legs.  She  was  splen- 
didly made  up,  with  each  cilium  perfect, 
every  skintone  cued.  She  sang  now  in 
unison  with  her  canned  voice,  now  in 
counterpoint  to  it.  She  knew  how  to 
hold  this  audience,  and  she  held  it. 

A  woman,  under  contract  to  please 
her  male  boss,  was  dressed  up  like  a 
puppet  to  amuse  two  hundred  men.  Two 
hundred  gay  white  men.  One  black 
woman.  MDA  or  no,  the  image  of  a 
Greek  slave  singing  to  a  Roman  banquet 
came  into  my  head  and  wouldn't  go 
away. 

At  the  great  moment,  lights  darkened 
and  a  strobe  in  the  two-story  livingroom 
behind  her  began  to  flash,  revealing  a 


space  filling  not  only  with  stage-smoke 
but  also  with  several  hundred  white  bal- 
loons, helium-soaring.  As  she  sang  and 
the  lights  came  up  the  retractable  roof 
overhead  opened  to  release  balloons  and 
smoke  all  the  way  to  the  Pleiades. 

When,  an  hour  later,  the  first  hints  of 
gray  lit  the  east,  and  the  music  went 
down  on  the  lightshow,  and  the  cutie 
who  was  going  home  with  me  backed 
out  with  a  shm  meretricious  excuse, 
everyone  drifted  away  like  the  tides.  The 
sky,  cloudy  all  day  but  clear  during  the 
party,  began  again  to  cloud  over  toward 
rain:  as  the  post-mortems  filled  a  hun- 
dred conversations  during  the  next  two 
days,  people  said  that  money  had 
bought  good  weather. 

A  month  later,  in  Toronto,  I  went  to 
the  Harbourfront  centre  —  one  of 
Trudeau's  election  attempts  to  buy 
Toronto  votes  —  for  the  last  hours  of 
the  second  Fireweed  Festival.  The 
women's  culture  journal  had  galvanized 
something  in  its  first  year,  and 
culminating  its  wordfeast  was  a  dance  to 
the  sounds  of  Mama  Quilla  II,  which  a 
few  days  before  Street  Talk  had  called 
"Toronto's  feminist  answer  to  the  Tom 
Robinson  Band."  This  was  their  first 
performance  open  to  men. 
^    1  had  been  before  to  women's  rallies, 
but  never  to  a  women's  dance.  Walking 
in,  I  felt  rather  like  a  textbook  case  for  a 
novice  sociologist:  defensive,  self- 
conscious,  scrutinizing  the  populace  for 


Seven  members  and  two  sound  technicians  of  Mama  Quilla  II:  the  Star  called  them 

'  'Toronto's  feminist  answer  to  the  Tom  Robinson  Band. ' '  But  would  Casablanca  Records  sign 

them? 
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other  men  (there  were  several  amid  the 
four  hundred  women)  and,  when  finding 
one,  asking  "what's  he  doing  here?" 
SHnking  along  the  walls,  afraid  of 
crossing  any  woman's  sightline,  I  tried 
to  be  inconspicuous.  Mama  Quilla 
wasn't  yet  on  stage. 

Long  before  1  had  sex  with  a  man,  I 
publicly  called  myself  "gay."  Was  this 
analogous  to  caUing  myself  "feminist" 
for  some  time  before  being  in  such  a 
completely  feminist  setting?  And  how 
many  of  these  women  were  dykes?  I 
mean,  really. 

Finding  a  chair,  I  sat  down  rather 
sprawly,  with  hands  crossed  behind  my 
head.  Suddenly  this  felt  magisterially 
male,  so  I  jerked  up  straight,  knees  to- 
gether, with  hands  demurely  in  my  lap. 
"This,"  I  seemed  to  bodythink,  "is  how 
minorities  s'pos'd  to  sit." 

Mama  Quilla  came  on.  More  men, 
mostly  gay  were  coming  in,  so  the  felt 
burden  was  spreading  out  more  thinly.  I 
relaxed.  Several  dykes  welcomed  me, 

and  more  welcomed  the  man  I  was  with. 
A  number  of  activist  dykes  I'd  met 
under  more  tense  political  circumstances 
didn't  speak  but  were  visibly  at  ease,  and 
I  enjoyed  seeing  them  so.  DaiKing 
began  with  the  music,  and  two  women 
asked  me  to  dance. 

Pattie  Brooks  kept  coming  to  mind 
as  I  watched  the  seven  women,  in  a 
casual  broad  row,  making  up  the  band. 
They  were  not  made  up,  not  in  spiked 
heels,  not  on  the  strings  of  male 
puppeteers,  and  not  in  any  sense  playing 
to  men.  One  wore  glasses.  None  were 
black,  but  several  had  rather  surprising 
daytime  professions  unrelated  to  rock. 
And  they  were  good. 

A  man  entered    "room  looking 
punkish,  straight,  ncanderthalically 
hostile:  my  own  bristling  in  concert  with 
the  women's  bristling  reminded  me  of 
our  common  antagonist.  A  good 
reminder.  In  our  differences  over  child- 
ren's sexuahty  or  pornography  we  tend 
to  forget  that  Mr  Macho  stomps  us  both. 
But,  we  relaxed,  this  man  was  just  a 
pseudo-punk,  gay  easy,  and  a  friend  of 
several  of  the  dykes  present. 

Mama  Quilla  ended  their  second  set 
towards  midnight,  and  as  1  watched 
them  leave  I  thought  how  the  dollars  be- 
hind the  last  two  minutes  of  Pattie 
Brook's  act  on  Fire  Island  would  surpass 
all  the  dollars  that  changed  hands  that 
day  at  the  Fireweed  Festival.  At  both  of 
them  Donna  S  lauded  Bad  Girls;  at  both 
of  them  I  was  happy.  Whether  either  of 
these  facts  may  live  without  bad  faith  or 
schizophrenia,  dear  reader,  1  leave  to 
you.  Meanwhile,  life  goes  on. 

I  wandered  out  and  up  toward 
Charley's  disco,  where  as  many  men  as 
there  were  women  at  Harbourfront 
packed  themselves  into  a  much  smaller 
space. 

This  summer  1  stopped  putting  in  con- 
tact lenses,  which  irritate  my 
temperament  as  well  as  my  eyes,  when 
going  out  to  disco-cruise.  My  lover,  who 
scrutinizes  dress  in  cruising  spots  more 
than  I  seem  to,  tells  me  that  he  finds  men 
wearing  glasses  are  cither  more 
interesting  than  most,  or  total  drips. 

When  you're  seeing  with  both  eyes, 
who  doesn't  find  himself  in  spiked  heels 
on  the  boardwalk? U 
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Living  Gay  by  Don  Clark.  A  reflection  on  gay  life  drawn 
from  the  author's  experience  and  those  entrusted  to  him  by 
patients  and  friends.  These  ref elections  reveal  the  turning  of  his 
mind  as  he  sorts  through  the  means  and  subtleties  of  life. 
Hardcover,  ($12.95  +  .50)  $13.45. 

A  Literary  Affair  —  the  English  translation  of  Marie- 
Claire  Blais'  latest  novel.  A  brilliant  dissection  of  the  pretentions 
of  French  literary  society  as  experienced  through  Mathieu 
Leli^vre,  a  Quebecois  writer  who  discovers  that  the  glamorous 
people  he  meets  and  yearns  to  be  accepted  by  are  jaded  and  empty. 
Hardcover,  (S12.95+  .50)  $13.45. 
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Nights  in  tlie  Underground,  a  profound  exploration 

of  human  isolation  and  the  healing  power  of  love.  Through  nightly 
visits  to  The  Underground,  Genevieve  escapes  Montreal's  gray 
winter  and  emerges  into  spring  with  her  lover  and  lively  friends. 
Paperback,  ($8.95.35)  $9.30. 

Now  That  You  Know  by  Betty  FaircUld  and  Nancy 
Hayward.  An  upbeat  guide  for  people  joining  the  20  to  40  million 
parents  of  homosexuals,  discussing  responses  to  children's 
coming  out,  how  to  help  them,  and  who  to  turn  to. 
Hardcover,  ($12.25  +  .50)  $12.75 

Sunday's  Women  by  Sasha  Gregory  Lewis.  A  frank  and 
honest  look  at  contemporary  lesbian  Ufe  based  on  interviews  with 
25  gay  women.  Topics  include  experiences  in  love  and  romance, 
parental  confrontations,  children  in  the  lesbian  home,  and 
male/  female  roles. 
Hardcover,  ($14.25  +  .50)  $14.75. 

Now  in  papertMcii: 

Homosexualities  by  Alan  p.  BcII  and  Martin  S.  Weinberg. 
An  in  depth  and  honest  look  at  the  homosexual  experience  based 
on  interviews.  Discussed  are  partnership,  techniques  and  prob- 
lems, religion,  politics  and  social  acceptance. 
Paperback.  ($7.95  +  .35)  $8.30. 
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Dulcimer  Boy  by  Tor  Siedler.  "Please  don't  go 
away  with  the  dulcimer.  Think  of  me!"  A  message 
scratched  into  linden  leaves  is  the  foundation  of  a  tale 
of  fraternal  loyalty.  Illustrated  by  David  Hockney. 
Hardcover,  ($10.95  +  .50)  $11.45. 
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